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STAR WARS ROARS BACK INTO THEATERS 


For the first time in a generation, audiences are 
enjoying the Star Wars Trilogy the way it was meant to be 
seen — on the Big Screen. The new Special Edition with 
enhanced special effects, sound effects, restored and newly 
created scenes, is a box office champ again, remaining the 
number one movie for the three weeks since its re-release 
on January 31, 1997, and passing E.7. as the number one 
money-maker of all time with over $400 million earned to 
date. The Empire Strikes Back opens in theaters on February 
21, 1997, to be followed by Return of the Jedi on March 7, 
1997. 

SW fans are eager to talk about the new edition and this 
issue of Southern Enclave opens with some comments and 
opinions. SE#48, due in July 1997, will also feature a 
comment section on all three movies. We would love to 
hear from you! 


Cheree Cargill: 


] didn’t get to go on Friday, January 31, but Katy and 
1 were at the theater before the box office opened on 
Saturday, February 1. Katy was excited at seeing SW on 
the big screen for the first time and especially in seeing the 
new footage. I hadn’t seen it on the screen since 1985. | 
was unsure how the new footage would come across. 

I have to admit that I was practically bouncing in my 
seat when the 20th Century Fox fanfare began and I don’t 
think the idiotic grin left my face during the entire movie. 
Here are my comments: : 

] was disappointed that the print that I saw was not as 
clear as I had expected it to be. But considering that they 
had to restore the negative, it wasn’t bad. I first noticed the 
new sound track when R2 and 3PO were walking down the 
dune face on Tatooine, when I noticed the sound of the 


wind moaning across the dunes. In other parts, where the 
ship sounds were added, } felt that it got a bit intrusive. I 
wouldn’t have minded a very muted throb of engines, but in 
some cases it was too loud. 

I thought the Mos Eisley sequence was extraordinary! 
| LOVED the busier, more heavily populated city and the 
dewbacks and rontos and womprats (is that what they 
were?). LOVED the ships taking off and Janding; made it 
seem like a booming spaceport. And the new sequence of 
the Falcon lifting out of the docking bay was great. 

1 am gratified that George did not see fit to add more 
than one or two creatures to the cantina scene. It was 
already pretty heavily populated. Didn’t much like Greedo 
firing first, although it went by so fast that it was easy to 
miss it. 

I thought the new Jabba scene worked least well of all 
the new stuff, although this was Katy’s favorite scene. She 
thought it was too cool that we got to see Jabba move. | 
didn’t think he was nasty enough, but this is sure to be 
fodder to the fan writers explaining the difference/transition 
of the ANH Jabba to the ROTJ Jabba. |! couldn’t help 
thinking of Wanda Lybarger’s great story “Glass Garden” 
and its Hutts. Was immensely surprised to see Boba Fett 
hanging about! 

The next major sequence of new stuff was the battle of 
Yavin. I thought the new CGI x-wings were awesome, hard 
to tell from the models. And it was all superbly integrated. 
I nearly shouted “Yay!” when Biggs bounded up in the 
hangar. I never expected this to be included and, in fact, 
didn’t even know this scene existed! Great to see him get 
a little more screen time. 

Generally, I am extremely pleased with the Special 
Edition, when I didn’t expect to be. Katy and | both saw 
things that we had either forgotten or had never noticed (she 
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argued that the skeleton on the sand dune behind 3PO just 
before the Jawas pick him up was NOT in the original; | 
told her to go watch the video because it most certainly 
was). Now we're ticking off the days until Feb. 21 for 
TESB and then March 7 for ROTI! 


Well, I have seen the SWSE 4 times so far and truly 
enjoyed it. I thought it was quite well done. I’m sure the 
international readers will get a major sneak preview of our 
comments into the new scenes so all I can say is: Sorry! 

I loved the Mos Eisley Spaceport. It is so much more 
like a busy spaceport. I didn’t think it was distracting at all. 

The Han and Jabba scene was incredible. I felt it tied 
into ROTJ and Han stepping on Jabba’s tail gave that added 
flaunt of authority. It was great to see Fett as well. 

The scene where the Falcon lifted from Docking Bay 
94 was easily one of my fave scenes. GORGEOUS! 

The Dewbacks moved and looked great. The extra 
million or so troopers Han ran into on the Death Star gave 
that look of panic all the credence. 

The Yavin and dogfights scenes were beautiful, just so 
visually stunning. And I loved the Biggs scene. This was 
a great touch. 

I only had 2 minor problems. If George was doing so 
much touching up, I wish he would’ve touched up the 
sabers used in the duel with DV and OWK. And the Han 
and Greedo scene didn’t work as well for me. I wish he 
either had taken more time and done it better or not touched 
it at all. 

Overall, I was quite happy and enthralled with the 
movie. Not only was the music and sound just too cool for 
words but it was great to just watch this baby on the big 
screen. 

And seeing the box office records for the weekend 
means a lot of other folks enjoyed it and have been waiting 
for a long time as well. $37 million or so in just 3 days. It 
was So cool to see all the people that turned out for the 
movie, the lines, the costumes, SW fever returns in a big 
way. 


Marti Schuller: 


Saw ANH special edition yesterday. I liked most of the 
new footage, though Jabba wasn’t the Jabba of ROTI, IMO. 
The one thing I hated was having Greedo fire first. That 
changed Han for me and I refuse to accept it. I know why 
it was done, but I still Aate it! What made Han so unique 
and interesting was that he could commit cold-blooded 
murder, yet still be a hero. 


Z.P. Florian: 


Seen SW — glorious on the large screen, nice new 
additions, though they didn’t make the movie any better 
(who can improve on perfection???). Sure it was grand to 
see more houses in Mos Eisley (but we all knew about them 
anyhow), great feeling to see the Han-Jabba scene, and the 
Biggs part on Yavin was good. However I resented the 
politically correct, Greedo shoots first-thing. Han needed 
no excuse to shoot. If he didn’t shoot first, he’d be dead. 
Silly idea that Greedo would miss at that distance. Who’d 
believe that? I’m glad to see that kids today flock to see 
SW, not once but several times. Yet some part of me 
screams bloody murder, hey, they are stealing my 
subculture, making it mainstream. Never mind, hopefully 
it'll mean more zine sales... They are going to have a 
Yuzzem singing in Jabba’s palace in Jedi, and a grander 
orchestra. Another twenty years and they’ll be able to add 
even more stuff, perhaps make Chewie into a vegetarian, so 
instead of a bloody carcass, they'll have a bunch of carrots 
hanging at the Endor trap. Hmmm... I think I really resent 
that “Greedo shoots first” idea. 


Rich Gawel: 


First off, January 31 had that holiday feel to it all day 
long. It was a lot like Christmas, in a way. There was 
anticipation, time with friends, and a sense of community all 
over. All day long, my students were talking about it and 
asking me a million questions. These kids, who were barely 
born when TESB came out, were especially looking forward 
to seeing it on the big screen for the first time. That was 
especially heartening, seeing this bridge between the 
generations. 

A friend of mine had the day off, so he went over to the 
theater around noon to pick up the tickets. All of the 
afternoon and early evening shows were sold out! We got 
tickets for the 10:20 PM show, and that was fine by us. The 
rest of the day was spent wallowing in all the hype. Ebert 
and all the other critics were giving it four stars (again, 
though it would be interesting to see how many critics have 
changed their opinions over the years). The afternoon radio 
shows had sent DJ’s to earlier afternoon shows, and they 
went on the air talking about how great it turned out. They 
were even playing that Star Wars Disco tune by Meco 
again! It was fun hearing that piece of retro-kitsch again. 

My friends and I went out to dinner, and then on to the 
theater. We got there around 9:00 for the 10:20 show, and 
landed a spot in line about 20 people back. (This was the 
line for seats. Tickets were already sold out.) A few T-shirt 
clad fans were there, there was a girl in a “Rogue Squadron” 
baseball cap, and there was even a kid dressed up like 
Dengar (gotta love that obscure reference!), My friends, 
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who love the Trilogy but aren’t as knowledgable about the 
minutia, had a million questions — who are Owen and Beru 
really? Why didn’t Vader sense that Leia was his daughter? 
What will the new trilogy be about? And of course, the 
million dollar question, will Lucas ever do parts 7, 8 and 9? 
I happily did my best to answer their questions, and plenty 
of others on line joined in the discussion. This was getting 
to be quite a communal experience! 

Eventually we took our seats in the crowded, energy- 
filled theater. When the lights dimmed, the crowd roared! 
The obligatory previews came on, but the TESB and ROTJ 
trailer drove everyone into a frenzy! ANH was amazing, 
but the improvements to these films look just as, if not even 
more, impressive! The full-sized wampa! The flight 
through Cloud City! The Little Shop of Horrors Sarlacc pit! 
Add that to the things we saw in that Fox special (a bigger, 
bluesier Rebo Band, Boba hanging out with the dancing 
girls), and the rest of the Trilogy will blow us all away 
again. I can’t wait for the inevitable triple features this 
March. 

Well, on to the movie itself. I had a big, cheese-eating 
grin on my face from the time the lights dimmed until 
sometime late the next morning. Hearing the 20th Century 
Fox fanfare, watching those golden words scroll across the 
screen, seeing that awesome Star Destroyer fly overhead (I 
had forgotten how impressive that opening shot was!), 
feeling every blast right down through my seat. Absolutely 
amazing. The following scenes inside the Tantive I V also 
were impressive in their own subtle way. The picture was 
brighter and cleaner than I remember. | also spent a lot of 
time looking around the screen’s periphery, spotting details 
that I haven’t seen in the last 15 years of watching it on pan- 
and-scan video. 

The landscape shots of Tatooine were breathtaking, 
from the view of Artoo in the canyon (emphasizing how 
small and alone Artoo was at that point), to the sky over the 
sandcrawler to the beefed up Imperial forces on Tatooine. 
Also, Mos Eisley seemed more like a bustling, dangerous 
place to be. Before, it seemed like a sleepy ghost town, not 
necessarily the most “wretched hive of scum and villainy.” 
And, how about the shot of the Falcon taking off and the 
cameo by Dash Rendar’s Outrider? Wow! 

But what about that Jabba scene? Okay, so Jabba 
didn’t look much like the Jabba in ROTJ, and all of the 
exposition in that scene simply repeated everything Greedo 
just said. But, Han was as tough and as coo] as ever. 
Stepping on Jabba’s tail was a great touch. But the best part 
of this scene? The Boba cameo, of course! I love how, as 
everyone is leaving at the end of that scene, Boba sticks 
around just long enough and looks at the camera. He 
doesn’t say a word, but you know that he'll be back. On the 
other hand, how about that Greedo scene? Don’t get me 
started! Everything I said above applies here with one 





addition; the shift in camera angle and the cartoony laser 
blast were both pretty cheesy. 

But, moving on, I have nothing but praise. The Battle 
of Yavin scenes were absolutely dazzling. It had that 
rollercoaster kind of effect, without ever getting lost in the 
action. In fact, I think the new footage helps clear up some 
of the action. Luke, Wedge and Biggs are clearly wingmen 
in these new scenes. Before, it wasn’t so obvious. The 
same applies to the fact that Wedge is the one who blasts 
that TIE off of Luke’s tail (that wasn’t so clear before 
either). My last comment on the changes is that 1 am 
disappointed to see that Chewie still doesn’t get his medal. 
Oh well, maybe in the Very Special Fortieth anniversary 
Edition. 

I just realized that I rambled on for over a page about 
the special effects. Sure, they’re great, but they’re not all 
that there is to Star Wars. Lucas hasn’t messed around with 
the story at all. It is still about Luke’s coming of age, about 
Han’s integration into society, about Leia’s perseverance in 
the face of devastating odds and tragedy, and about the 
triumph of freedom over tyranny. These are the things that 
people respond to, and these are the things that we have all 
been obsessing over for the last twenty years. One last 
point related to all of this; I saw it for a second time on a 
Saturday afternoon. It was a completely different 
demographic. Instead of teens and twentysomethings, the 
theater was full of 8, 9 and 10 year olds. Judging by the 
cheers and laughter before, during and after the film, Star 
Wars will continue to be this magical, mythical, and 
profound experience for generations to come. 


Amanda Palumbo: 


OK, time for my 2¢ on ANH Spec.Ed.: Having been 15 
years old when first seeing ANH in ‘77, I was most curious 
as to my own reactions, in addition to my daughters’, ages 
4 3/4 and just 6. 

Accustomed to lowered expectations by watching the 
Saga on the telly all these years, I was well and truly 
BLOWN AWAY! (Fine; keep bragging about Elstree Day, 
and multiple Triple Bills over the years, Louise and 
Gerald<g>) 

While my daughters have grown up watching the Saga, 
that didn’t stop them from whispering questions the first 
time we'd gone. Even their views of Vader altered slightly; 
instead of Luke & Leia’s daddy that “turned from bad to 
good”, as Ariana says, the idea that Vader was choking 
Wedge’s daddy (bet my kids were the among the few, if 
any, eagerly checking out the Tantive IV's complement for 
Captain Antilles) replete with THX-enhanced bone- 
crunching gave them cause for pause. Their reactions were 
areal revelation for me as well. 

For me, it was a staccato experience — overwhelmed 
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all over again, yet jarred by a few problems. The foremost 
was Greedo firing first! Shifted the balance of the scene, 
and in true Rocky Horror fannish Style, I grabbed for a roll 
of toilet paper (came up with our secret bag of Obi-Wan 
Kenobi chips instead)! Spoiled the scene, temporarily 
banishing continuity — OK, many of us were holding our 
breaths since learning of planned “enhancements”, but still 
—— and worse was the shoddy manner the rework was 
handled ... we saw it up in lights: Greedo’s a poorer 
marksbeing than stormtroopers! 

Thank the Maker one of my favorite scenes of the 
entire Saga wasn’t ruined: Han pounding after the 
stormtroopers yelling, “EEEEEEY YAAA HH!!!” My girls 
and I were positively cheering — what FUN!!!! 

Mos Eisley was improved, IMO, but that one small, 
airborne B/W droid that kept circling was annoying. 

Now we know dewbacks make the roar that Obi-Wan 
had utilized to startle the Sandpeople. 

Oh God, despite knowing what Luke would find when 
racing home from the destroyed ‘crawler — grieving along 
with him, tears. Forever gone the impetuous youth 
cheerfully grabbing a blaster to explore the Wastes after 
locating Artoo, instead of wisely returning home (or, 
UNwisely, considering). 

After viewing the first quarter’s alterations, I couldn’t 
help but wonder for the umpteenth time wy the opening 
Biggs sequences weren’t reinserted; would’ ve imparted 
better understanding of how (a) Luke was so aware of the 
burgeoning Rebellion, and (b) lent further poignancy to 
their Yavin 4 hangar reunion. (Am I suppose to kiss LFL’s 
toes we at least got that, as well as the Jabba scene?) In the 
trench, as Biggs cried, “Wait, wait!” emotions were 
certainly more engaged than back in ‘77 & ‘78. 

Seeing the Falcon lift up and out of Docking Bay 94 
was certainly grounds for orgasm, as were other CGI’d ship 
sequences. 

But, while it was fun to watch that Jabba/Han scene 


(adding a Rodian and Boba were neat touches), and Huttese 
dialogue, “CRISPA Greedo...” (Snigger, chortle)! And 
what’s the deal with Pizza the Hutt?! Had the FX wizards 
put Jabba on cyberspatial Slim-Fast? No wonder that slug 
looked peaked! Positively anemic — gone all the sexy, 
spice-gold & orange hues ... Han must be the best smuggler 
in the business; why else would Jabba let anything live after 
stomping on his tail? (I liked that touch; at least Solo was 
in character, and so hadn’t for me detracted too much from 
the original footage). 

Had anybody else had problems with soundtrack/ 
dialogue glitches (awright, put the sarcasm on hold for the 
moment, please) like Leia’s lines while in the Falcon 
echoing like a record with skips? Happened elsewhere in 
the first 1/2 of the film. 

Liked many of the soundtrack enhancements, but Leia’s 
rifle going “BANG”? Regressing there, aren't we? 

I’m proud to say my kids had the total SW moviegoing 
experience, right down to the digestive track! In a large 
denim bag, I’d smuggled Threepio Doritos, Obi-Wan chips, 
Stormtrooper soda ... yea, the bag was that big, and given 
the opportunity, I’d have smuggled Luke out of the movie 
in that bag as well, showing him some real Force, heh heh 
—— oops; where was I?! 

We’ve seen the movie several times now, and Erica 
understood after the first time one doesn’t tell Mommy 
during the initial Death Star attack “I have to go pee-pee 
BAD!” (“Either switch-off, or hold it dear; we ain’t goin’ 
nowhere!’”) = 

Poor Ariana; she simply adores Artoo, and when the 
Jawas first deactivate him with that gun and he falls, 
resulting in laughs from the audience, she’d glared about 
her scowling, retorting, “That was not funny!!!” My pint- 
sized fan has already formed many definite IMO’s, and later 
discussions were interesting. Erica? Well ... the bigger the 
gun, the bigger the fun, and she still has a crush on DV 


(sorry, Chery] P.!). 
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ORDERING ZINES BY MAIL 


OR 


WAITING BY THE MAILBOX 


Susan M. Garrett 


At least half of all zines purchased are through mail 
order, yet how you order and how soon you get a response 
differs from editor to editor. There are a few guidelines that 
apply across the board, enabling you to nurture a happy, 
healthy zine collection. 


Can’t I just stick a check in the mail? 


Sure, if you don’t care whether or not you ever see it 
again. There are certain courtesies and precautions you 
should take when ordering anything by mail and fanzines 
are not excluded. 

1. Keep copies of all your correspondence. \t may 
mean that you get the order out on Thursday instead of 
Tuesday, but drop by your library or drug store or print 
shop and make a copy of everything you send — inquiry 
letter, check or money order, order coupon or order letter, 
you name it. That way, you know when you sent for 
something, which check you sent, what you asked for, etc. 
Learn to keep records and keep them in a safe place; a 
single folder stuck on a bookshelf where you place copies 
of all your order information will do nicely. 

2. Send an inquiry before you order. An inquiry 
consists of an SASE and a nice letter in which you ask the 
editor to send you a copy of the zine flyer or ordering 
information that contains a final price, when the zine is 
going to be in print, and if copies are available. If a zine 
isn’t due out until May, do not send a check in January — 
if something has time enough to get lost or misplaced, it 
will. Have patience and wait for a response, it may save 
you from trouble later. 

3. Make certain your order is clear and complete. In 
other words, send a letter or order form, an SASE, and 
payment. The letter should include the following 
information: 

— your full name and address (PRINT — there’s 
nothing worse than trying to send an order to an address you 
can’t read!) 





— the name(s) of the zine(s) you are purchasing and the 
purchase price for each 

— the date (it only takes a minute but will help you keep 
your records) 

— the editor or publisher’s name and address (again, this 
is important for your records) 

If the person has an order form available, use it, as it 
usually contains all of the information they require to 
process your order promptly. 

Don’t forget to enclose a check or money order made 
out to the correct person for the correct amount. Never send 
cash through the mail! If you lose cash through the mail, 
there’s no one to blame but yourself. 

When you make the copy of your order for your records, 
try to copy the front of the check or money order along with 
the letter. This way, if you need to refer to the check 
number, it will be visible (and it’s a lot easier looking 
through canceled checks when you know exactly what 
number you’re looking for). 

The SASE is optional but still a good move. What if 
your order arrives and there are no more zines? What if 
printing has been delayed for a month to two months? 
What if the zine’s been canceled? It’s easier for an editor to 
return your check or tell you what’s going on if you enclose 
an SASE. If they don’t use it, they can return it. No matter 
what the circumstance, you earn yourself a little safety net 
with a 32¢ stamp. 

4. Don’t ask an editor for a copy of one story from a 
zine because you're not interested in the rest of the zine. 
People who do this are just plain rude. If it’s your friend’s 
story, ask them for a copy of the draft manuscript. An 
editor works hard to put together a complete package that 
costs them “x” amount of dollars for the cover, binding and 
printing. It isn’t fair or courteous to ask an editor to “just 
copy out those 15 pages for me and I’ll pay you for 
copying.” By asking an editor for a copy of one or two 
stories, you defeat the purposes of a fanzine — to present 
work from a variety of people in the best possible light — 
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and imply that both the editors and contributors have 
nothing to offer you. Don’t do it. And if you do, don’t be 
surprised if you get a very terse reply. 


My zine showed up fine, should I do anything else? 


There’s no requirement that says you have to, but it’s 
never a bad idea to send a postcard to an editor to let them 
know that your zine arrived. You don’t need a response, so 
don’t bother with an SASE. Remember, an editor has no 
way of knowing whether or not you’ve received your zine 
unless you tell them (there’s always U.S. Mail return receipt 
system, but that costs and the reader will end up paying for 
it in the purchase price). Contributors should make a 
special effort to acknowledge receipt of a zine. A little 
kindness never hurt anyone. 


There’s a page missing in my zine, should I ask for a 
refund? 


It would be foolish to ask for a refund for a missing 
page. Printing mistakes happen and a few missing or torn 
pages should be replaced by the editor upon request — I'd 
suggest contacting the editor and enclosing an SASE. If 
you have major problems with the zine, as in your missing 
at least twenty pages and the rest are only half printed on 
one side, notify the editor of the condition of the zine and 
ask for a new copy. They may require you to return the bad 
copy. Whether or not they refund or provide return postage 
is pretty much up to the editor, but it would be a nice 
gesture on their part if they did so. ((Ed’s note: The editor 
needs to know if your zine is missing pages or if there are 
printing problems. I had major problems with about a 
quarter of the run of TREMOR #7 and my printer redid 
them all free of charge, quickly, and with an extremely red 
Jace. The printer needs to know of problems, too — they 
can lose a lot of business if problems aren’t brought to 
THEIR attention!)) _ 


It’s been four weeks and my zine hasn’t shown up, 
what should I do? 


Don’t panic! Check to see how your order was going to 
be mailed. Remember that book rate will take four to eight 
weeks in the mail alone. UPS and Ist class (or parcel post) 
usually arrive in two weeks or less, while overseas mail is 
a gamble no matter how you send it. You also have to 
allow enough time for the editor’s local bank to process 
your check. Remember that some banks take longer to clear 
checks than others, despite the new laws governing 
nationwide check processing procedures. A good time to 
start wondering is after 4 weeks for Ist class or UPS, 6 
weeks for book rate, 8 weeks for airmail, and 12 to 14 


rrr ee 


weeks for seamail. 

If an appropriate time for mailing has passed and you 
haven’t received your zine or any word from the editor, 
send a polite (and I do mean Polite) note to the editor with 
a copy of your order (see, keeping records comes in handy). 
State that you sent the enclosed order on such and such date, 
that your zine has not arrived, whether or not your check 
has been canceled (if you have the canceled check, make a 
copy of that and send that along, too), ask if the zine was 
sent out and, if so, when. It’s also a very good idea to 
enclose an SASE. 

There could be a hundred reasons why a zine hasn’t 
arrived after four weeks — your order may never have 
reached them, the zine could be delayed, the zine was sent 
out but got lost in the mail, you forgot to sign your check 
and the bank hasn’t returned it yet, etc. And remember that 
most editors exist in the Real World with families and jobs 
and other responsibilities. That’s why you send a nice note 
and an SASE. This way, you’re letting the editor know that 
something’s gone wrong without accusing anyone of doing 
anything silly. More often than not, there’s a reasonable 
explanation and the editor will reply promptly. 


What if I still don’t get an answer and no zine has 
shown up? 


After three weeks from the first inquiry, check the 
editor’s address and try again, still following the same 
procedure of sending a letter and SASE. If there is still no 
answer after three more weeks, try one more time. After 
this, there are a number of options you can follow, but much 
of what you do depends on your personal situation. 

—— Has your check been cashed? If not, there’s a good 
chance that it was never received, or that the editor is 
holding checks until the zine is actually ready. There is no 
excuse for ignoring repeated SASEs except grave physical 
illness or major family emergencies, as dashing off a quick 
note saying that the zine is delayed would be relatively easy. 

— If the check has been cashed, you might want to take 
more drastic measures. The problem with fandom is that it 
is a hobby, not a business, and there are very few agencies 
to which you can turn for recompense. Unfortunately, there 
are always a few dishonest people who will rip off fans, but 
there are also a lot of well meaning people who have delay 
upon delay, medical difficulties, or family problems that 
just will not permit them any time for their hobby. I, for 
one, know that upon my accidental demise, my family 
wouldn’t have the slightest idea how to begin to go through 
my fannish projects, even though I keep very good records 
of all transactions — this being one reason why I do not 
take partial payments on orders. 

One current option is bringing the situation to a public 
disclosure in the fan press, through letterzines or trade zines. 
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Present your information very succinctly in your complaint. 
You may find that other people will come forward, having 
had similar problems with that editor. If the editor resolves 
your complaint, have the decency to mention this in the 
same place you posted your complaint or, if the complaint 
has not yet seen print, try to have it withdrawn or a 
retraction printed. 

Because you are dealing with the United States Post 
Office, you can take the legal step of filing suit against the 
editor for postal fraud. This is a serious matter, however, 
and you should try every possible solution before taking this 
step. It is helpful to know whether or not other people have 
had a similar problem, because a combined suit may be filed 
on behalf of all of those who have lost money — another 
good reason to try to recover your money first through 
fannish methods. 

Nighty-eight times out of one hundred, the situation can 
be resolved to your satisfaction, either with the receipt of a 
zine or the return of payment. 


Should I put a down payment on a zine to hold my 
order? 


Prepayments are a tricky business. Editors sometimes 
ask for them for very responsible reasons: 

— they can’t afford to print a zine unless they know they 
will sell “x” number of copies. Sending an SASE doesn’t 
always mean a sale, but sending a $5.00 down payment 
usually does. Thus, if they receive enough prepayments, it 
will be worth their while to do the zine. 

— they don’t have the seed money required for the zine 
(usually by a printer, who will ask for a certain amount 
down and the rest upon delivery). Prepayments allow them 
to generate enough cash for the down payment. After the 
zine is printed, they offset the rest of their expenses with the 
order money. 

When prepayment works, it works well. The buyer 
should know in advance approximately how much the cost 
of the zine will be and whether or not money will be 
refunded if the buyer no longer is interested in the zine by 
the time it’s finished or if the zine is not done by a certain 
deadline. This allows the buyer to purchase a zine that 
might go out of print very quickly and might be impossible 
to reprint. 

When prepayment doesn’t work, it’s a nightmare. Asa 
buyer, you have no control over the content or quality of the 
zine, but you’ ve already put down money on it that you may 
not be able to get back. By the time a zine is finished, it can 
be $10.00 or $20.00 more than the original cost estimate 
and, if the buyer wants to back out, he or she may very well 
lose their down payment. Sometimes the zine goes under 
completely and no money is ever recovered. 

The best way to handle prepayment is Caveat Emptor — 


let the buyer beware. If you give someone money for 
prepayment, make certain that you're aware of their 
reputation. A person who has put out three quality zines in 
three consecutive years and has used prepayment 
successfully is a very good bet. Someone who has been 
trying to put out a zine for five years and can only offer 
excuses is not someone you want to give your money to. If 
you don’t know who you’re dealing with, don’t send money 
... wait. Support the project through an SASE. That way, 
you spend 32¢, you’ve let the person know that you’re 
interested in the finished project, and you lose nothing if the 
zine doesn’t come out. 


Conclusion 


Buying zines through the mail usually goes smoothly if 
you take the extra time to prepare a complete and readable 
order. Never ask an editor to provide you with a copy of 
one story from a zine — it’s rude. If you do have a problem 
getting a zine, follow through with some polite 
correspondence and give the editor time to correct the 
situation before trying more drastic measures. Whether or 
not you use prepayment is up to you, but better to be safe 
than sorry. 
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The Arch etypal Hero: 


by Lisa Cowan 


Both the Marchen and the myth are the story of a hero. 

The hero is a traveler between worlds. He starts out in 
the dull, miserable world of reality, and travels into a world 
of the fantastic. In Luke Skywalker’s eyes, his home on 
Tatooine is dull: “If there is a bright spot in the galaxy, this 
is the place fartherest from it.” The hero-to-be must leave 
his commonplace life and venture out into the unknown. 
Joseph Campbell describes this first step in the journey as 
the “Call to Adventure.” Often there is a guide or guardian 
helping or pushing the reluctant hero into the unknown. 

Once into the galaxy, the hero is met with several tests 
and challenges. For some heroes, this guest stage involves 
being pushed to the very edge of human experience. Thus, 
Hercules travels to the borders of the universe; Theseus 
pursues the Minotaur into the depths of the labyrinth; and 
Frodo struggles to the Cracks of Doom. The hero is often 
asked to perform impossible tasks, like lifting an x-wing 
fighter out of a Swamp. He may be trapped, banished, 
slandered, betrayed, tortured, and even suffer death. If that 
happens, he is brought back to life, somehow. The hero is 
always made to suffer — it is his lot in life. 

The hero’s companions or guide often aid him in these 
tests and challenges, helping him to survive them, especially 
the early ones when he is not yet ready to face his ultimate 
test, his supreme ordeal. Eventually, though, the hero must 
face that ultimate ordeal, and do so alone. “I have to face 
Vader,” says Luke to Leia on Endor. “I can turn him back 
to the good side. I have to try.” 

If the hero succeeds, he is rewarded by the ultimate 
boon. He then must take his prize back across the threshold 
into reality again, where the prize can be used for the good 
of all. “Luke, the Force is strong in your family. Pass on 
what you have learned.” 

This is the pattern of most myths and sagas. It is easily 
seen in SW. In this trilogy, in fact, the pattern is followed 
by more than one character. The first character to answer 
the “Call to Adventure” is not Luke, but R2D2, who is 
called by Princess Leia. R2D2 in turns calls upon C3PO, 
who wants to refuse, but ends up going along anyway, 
reluctantly stating, “I’ve got a bad feeling about this” — a 
line we grow very familiar with during the course of the 
saga. 
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R2 in turn is the one who first calls Luke to adventure by 
displaying a hologram of the Princess, and then running off 
to Obi-Wan — leading Luke deeper into the adventure of 
his destiny. 

Once underway in the Millennium Falcon, Luke’s tests 
begin. They start out simply, with his lightsaber training, 
and get progressively harder. By the time Luke faces his 
Supreme ordeal with the Emperor and Darth Vader, he has 
already undergone most of his rite of passage to adulthood 
and Jedi knighthood, and has suffered much and lost much. 
Even death itself holds no terror for our young hero as he 
boldly tells the Emperor, “Soon I will be dead, and you with 
me.” 

The hero still has one final challenge to face: himself. 
When Luke battles Vader in the presence of the Emperor, he 
is also battling the conflicting forces within himself. Under 
Vader’s goading, he can no longer deny his own dark side. 
By accepting it and tasting it, he can then reject it — 
throwing down his lightsaber in the very face of death, 
saying, “I am a Jedi, like my father before me.” It no longer 
matters if he lives or dies, for he has won. 

Luke’s unrelenting faith in his father, and ultimately in 
himself, saves them both from the Dark Side. Atonement is 
reached. Luke gains his ultimate boon, the redemption of 
his father, and we, the audience, get the happy ending we all 
want, 





Reprinted from Mythcon with permission. At Mythcon XIV, held at Scripps College in 1983, one of the featured program items was 
a panel titled “Return of the Myths: Tracing the Mythic Structures in the Star Wars Saga,” led and moderated by Lisa Cowan. This is the second 


in a 5-part series based on that panel. 
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Ctr Catertew with clark ciaméll 


from USA Live 
Transcribed by Pat Grant 


(USA Live is a TV show on the USA network. My apologies but my tape kicked in after the interviewer was introduced 
so I don’t have her name. USA Live has a live studio audience which sits at tables and booths in a cafe-like setting) 


MH 


MH 


MH 


I=Interviewer 


Joining me now is a man, oh, he’s fabulous! You 
know him as Luke Skywalker from all the Star Wars 
and he has a new animated series here on USA, and 
basically that’s how we got him here in the 
commissary — Mark Hamill is here with us. 

Lots of cheering 

Well, thank you. Thank you. 

So, I gotta ask you right off. What is the strangest 
story someone ever told about you that wasn’t true? 
(This was their “question of the day” and they had 
been asking everyone this question throughout the 
show) 

Well, I don’t know. I would imagine that if it were a 
rumor about you, you would be the last person to find 
out, uh, but the story that comes to mind ... I was ata 
press conference in Hong Kong, promoting a film, uh, 
so I heard it in a very public way. It wasn’t like 
someone on the side said, “yudda, yudda, yudda”. In 
front of everyone, someone got up and asked me, 
“Mr. Hamill, do you have any plans to suppress the 
adult film you were in?” (Mark makes a shocked look 
on his face.) Which is one of those “when did you 
stop beating your wife?” questions, you know. | 
mean, he’s confirming it even as he’s asking the 
question. 

Oh, my God! 

And | laughed and I said, well, you know, I ... I don’t 
remember any episode where I lost three days time 
and woke up, you know, with marks and abrasions. 
But he said, after the ... after the show’s over, I'll 
drive you out to the theater and we tracked it down to 
a film starring John Hamel, H-A-M-E-L, it’s spelled 
differently than mine. And not only that, it was sort 
of one of those anachronistic kind of quaint party 
movies, you know, not those, uh, more explicit things 
that we, uh ... 

But you got in the car and said, “I’m going to see ... 
I’m going to track it down.” 

Oh, yeah, I wanted to, you know, I wanted to see it. 
Lots of laughter Even when | saw the poster, I said, 
“Well, gee, under the right conditions if they’d asked 
me nicely, maybe I would have been in this. 


MH=Mark Hamill 
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A=Audience 


Laughing 

But (Mark laughs) nobody wants to see me without 
my clothes on ... unfortunately. 

That’s not true. That lady over there is like ... (She 
points at a woman in the audience and they all laugh) 
Mark, you are not just nationally known 
internationally known. And people probably come 
up all the time, “May the Force Be With You.” 

Sure. 

What is it like, I mean, there’s gotta be, you know, the 
... the ... it’s great, but there’s gotta be some downfalls 
to that. 

Oh, sure, there’s, uh, there’s ... it’s the biggest Catch 
22 in the world, because you’re so well known for one 
thing, and in this business they find out what you do 
well and want you to do it over and over and over 
again. Uh, two things on that front. Number one, 
Star Wars films appeal to such innocence in us, no 
matter what age you are, but I’m talking about really 
little ones, 3 to 6, and they see it on video tape. It’s a 
... to me, more of a fairy tale than it was ever science 
fiction. There was a princess, a wizard, and a pirate, 
and a farm boy. And it’s such genuine affection, it’s 
hard to get abrupt and say (he uses a gruff voice here), 
“Uh, you know, I’m not Luke. Get out of here.” 
(Audience laughs) Uh, | really don’t. It’s charming 
and it’s heartwarming. On the other hand, uh, here I 
backed into playing the voice of the Joker on the 
animated Batman and the response was, “That Mark 
Hamill? You're kidding.” I mean, I have four sisters, 
two brothers. They were calling me up, challenging 
me to do the voice on the phone. I said, I’m 
auditioning 3,000 miles to my brother ... I’ve already 
got the part. And he’s all like, “No ... that’s not it.” 
laughing 

But you know, okay, I did that in ‘92. I’ve done over 
400 some odd animated projects and a good 75% of 
them are as villains. Hobgoblin on Spiderman and 
Maximum on Fantastic Four, and Gargoyle on the 
Hulk. I’m now doing the Blues Brothers animated 
series, prime time for USA, and I’m playing Shelley 
Berman’s, uh, neanderthal sidekick (switches to 


character voice) Armbruster — he’s a big tough guy. 
(back to normal voice) and, uh, the thing is, you figure 
well, here I am now, typed 180° in the opposite way. 
The place I really got to take flight and do the kind of 
things I liked doing in high school and college was on 
Broadway. I got to play the Elephant Man, I got to 
play Mozart, I got to play the sleezy producer in Room 
Service, not the mid-western playwright, uh, the nerd 
.. Pm leaving something out ... Harrigan & Hart, 
which ... here’s a good example (he moves in and the 
table screeches) excuse me — | get so excited (he 
laughs) The day I got nominated for a drama for best 
actor in a musical, I was just walking on air. The first 
question at the press conference was, “When’s the 
next Star Wars coming out?” 
A laughs 


I (laughs) We’re going to take a break and come back 
with Mark Hamill. (more laughing) 
MH _ What are you gonna do? (smiles) 


[commercial break] 
I We’re going to take a look at Wing Commander 
Academy, the animated series for USA. So let’s take 
a look at the clip. 
[clip from show] 
] You look great! 
MH _ Well, according to the animation, I have been working 
out. (laughing) 
I Now, this is, like, uh, it was based on the CD-ROM 
game? 
Based on the CD-ROM, a fascinating concept. And 
when it was described to me, I thought, gee, I’ve gotta 
try this. Because, what it is, is — the player on your 
computer, takes my role. You control my character, 
and throughout the game you’re asked to do ... make 
decisions. There can be win scenarios, lose scenarios, 
draw scenarios, so we’re actually ... you know, 3D 
movies come out of the screen. CD-ROM games 
bring the viewer in to the screen and really make them 


MH 
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part of the scenario. You have to be part screen 
writer, part director, part cast member. It’s fascinating 
and, I mean, | said, this thing sells itself because if 
you’re in a computer store and you start playing it — 
I ... you’re there. 
Yeah. 
I Great career! Also, Black Pearl, the comic book 
which is yours. We gotta go! 
Oh, I’m sorry! 
I But when you’re back in town... 
Please pick this [Black Pearl] up because I want to 
make a film. It’s based on a screen play that I will 
direct. (switches to announcer-type voice) Black 
Pearl, it’s only 2.99. Buy 2, they make great stocking 
stuffers. 
I (laughs) We'll see you tomorrow. Thanks a lot. 
Peace! (to Mark) That was great! 
Was that shameless pandering? (talking fades out and 
music fades in) 
END 


James Ear! Jones 
Confirmed for Sequel 


Wow! For all you Vader fans who may not have 
already heard about this, James Earl Jones wil/ return as the 
voice of Vader in the third and final prequel, after Vader 
becomes “bionic”. Lucas and Jones have already met, and 
Lucas assured Jones of his part in the third movie. Yay! 


“He will join us or die, Master...” 
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CHARACTER BIOGRAPHY 


Compiled by Judith Yuenger 
from the SW Screen Saver by LucasArts 


(Last of a series) 


NAMES: OWEN AND BERU LARS 

SEX: MALE & FEMALE, respectively 
RACE: HUMAN 

HEIGHT: 1.7 AND 1.5 METERS, respectively 


Owen Lars grew up in the shadow of his brother, Obi-Wan 
Kenobi. Obi-Wan always had the attention of his elders and 
superiors, blazing a trail through the Old Republic Academy 
and leaving Owen far behind. He decided to break away 
from his home and start a new life with his recent bride, Beru 
Weth. 


The newlyweds built a moisture farm on Tatooine, figuring it 
was far enough away from anyone they knew. Years later, 
however, Obi-Wan found them and asked them to take in the 
infant Luke Skywalker. Owen was against helping his 
brother in any way but Obi-Wan reached Beru with the 
child's story. She exercised her great skill in reasoning with 
Owen, and soon he agreed. 


The couple raised the child as their own, but Luke kept his 
last name. They told their neighbors he was their nephew, 
orphaned recently when his mother died in a terrible accident. 
They instilled in him proper values and he became a strong, 
upstanding individual they were genuinely proud of. And 
their pride would have grown tenfold had they lived to see 


him become the hero of Yavin. Unfortunately, the Empire 
traced the two renegade droids Owen had bought and razed 
the farm, killing the couple with little mercy. 


NAME: GRAND MOFF WILHUFF TARKIN 
SEX: MALE 

RACE: HUMAN 

HEIGHT: 1.8 METERS 


Little is known about the Grand Moff. He led a modest yet 
successful career in the Imperial Navy, eventually garnishing 
an impressive post as Moff in charge of controlling the 
outskirts of the Imperial Frontier. It was here that Tarkin 
made his mark as the master tactitician developing his 
philosophy of Rule by Fear. 


This worked phenomenally well, but the Outer Rim was such 
a large Territory, he needed a weapon powerful enough to 
threaten an entire system. Thus he began work on the Death 
Star. The great minds in the Empire were gathered to oversee 
its construction, all under the guidance of the now Grand 
Moff Tarkin. Even the dreaded Darth Vader was placed 
under his command. Tarkin was confident and proud of his 
brainchild, right up to his death.as it was blown up beneath 
him. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO... 


Susan Matthews on the publication of her book An 
Exchange of Hostages (AvoNova)!! It will start shipping in 
early March and should be in the bookstores, including 
Dalton’s and Barnes & Noble, by April 1st. Susan’s 
standard line to people has been, “You don’t have to read it; 
just buy it. And, for heaven’s sake, keep it away from the 
younger readers!” 


CONVENTION INFO... 


MediaWest*Con 

200 East Thomas Street 
Lansing, MI 48906-4047 USA 
Mdiawstcon@AOL.com 


Dragon*Con 

June 26-29, 1997 

Inforum Convention Center and 

Hyatt Regency, Atlanta, Georgia 
Guests include Kenny Baker, Jeremy Bulloch, Peter 
Mayhew and David Prowse 

Plus over 350 other guests. 

For info: call (770) 925-0115 or write: 

Box 47696 

Atlanta, GA 30362-0696 

http://www.dragoncon.org 


STAR WARS WEBSITES... 


http://www.starwars.com 
http://www.bdd.com/starwars (Bantam Books) 
http://www.sff.net/sff/sflinks 


http://personalwebs.myriad.net/marthaw/mwells.htm 
(Martha Wells) 
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‘STAR WARS’ BLAST 
INTO THEATERS. AGAIN 


By Chris Vognar 
Staff Writer of The Dallas Morning News 

It may seem like a long time ago in a galaxy far, 
far away, but Star Wars blasted into our conscious- 
ness a mere 20 years ago. Lines around the block 
and down the street, return trips to the theater 
every week, bedsheets, action figures and holiday 
TV specials — even the flashy trailers gave a 
gleefully ominous hint of something never before 
experienced. 


= Sere ae 
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China is the traditional 20th-anniversary gift, 


but Star Wars disciples will be happy to forgo the 
plates and bowls when they see what's in store for 
the coming months. Star Wars creator-<director- 
Jedi master George Lucas and his Industrial Light 
and Magic wizards have souped up the original 
Star Wars trilogy, adding new footage, applying 
some digital touch-ups to old scenes and giving the 
soundtrack a crisp new oomph. 

Installment No. 1 of the Star Wars “Special 
Edition” touches down Friday on about 1,800 
screens nationwide (the original debuted in 1977 
on only 32). The mew, improved Empire Strikes 
Back arrives Feb. 21, followed by Return of the 
Please see THE FORCEFUL on Page 8C. 











Continued from Page 1C. 
Jedi on March 7. 

The hype, now building to inter- 
galactic levels, puts Mr. Lucas back 
in the spotlight — and gives the rest 
of us a chance to reflect on how this 
space-cowboy flick changed the 
face of the movie industry. 

“There were a lot of things I was 
disappointed 
about in that 
movie,” Mr. Lu- 
cas said at a 
news conference 
last weekend in 
Los Angeles. “I 
wasn't very hap- 
py with it when 
it came out, and I 
never felt it real- 

ly got finished. I never expected to 

be able to fix it.” 

Guess again. “The original rea- 
son for [the reissue] came about 
three years ago,” says Rick McCal- 
lum,' who produced the new edi- 
tions and will also produce the first 
of the long-awaited Star Wars pre- 
quels, tentatively due to hit theaters 
in 1999. “We asked, ‘What do you 
wanna do for the 20th anniversa- 
ry?’ I think George was primarily 
concerned with having the oppor- 
tunity to see it, because he had been 
bugged by so many people who had 
seen it originally who now want to 

: share that collective experience 
_ With their kids in a theater with 2 
’ big screen.” 

So what does it take to spruce up 
a classic? First, the entire sound- 
track was digitally remastered, giv- 
ing those blasters and X-wings 
more bang for the 90s buck. Then 
restorers took on the original nega- 
tive, which had faded by 20 percent 


to 25 percent over the years. Final- 
ly, Mr. Lucas longed to go back and 
add new computer-generated visual 
effects — touches that “would allow 
George to get closer to the original 
vision he had when he wrote the 
Script,” Mr. McCallum says. 

The touch-up tab for Star Wars 
alone reached about $10 million —: 
or approximately the entire budget 
of the original film (20th Century 
Fox was happy to pony up, as it 
Jockeys with other studios for the 
right to distribute the upcoming 
prequels). Most of the changes are 
minor — a dialogue scene with Han 
Solo and a digital Jabba the Hutt is 
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the biggest addition — but the le. 
gions of Star Wars fans young and 
old should savor the event as a sec- 
ond coming. 


Beginning buzz 

Not that anything can match 
that buzz created May 25, 1977 — a 
date that effectively moved summer 
back before Memorial Day in Holly- 
wood. Mr. Lucas Probably didn't 
know he was defining the block- 
buster/merchandising scheme we 
now take for granted when he un- 
leashed Star Wars on an unknowing 
nation. But with two decades of per- 
Spective, it’s easy to see how Star 
Wars inaugurated the concept of 
movie-as-event. 

It’s not just that the film shat- 
tered all box-office records (it made 
$322 million domestically, a mark 
Since topped only by E.T. in 1982, 
Jurassic Park in 1993 and Forrest 
Gump in 1994) or that it launched a 
mind-numbing array of subsidiary 
products and sent studios and direc- 
tors on a quest for a bigger, better 
imitation that continues to this day 


The imperial storm troopers are among the bad guys battling the good guys in 


(Independence Day, anyone?). 

Previous films had done boffo 
box office, spawned toy lines or 
launched a search for the Next Big 
Thing. But none had ever provided 
the package represented by Luke, 
Han and Lucasfilm — the combina- 
tion of imagination and marketing 
Savvy that lifted the ante-up film 
industry into a new era. 

“It's interesting that Star Wars 
didn’t really invent anything,” says 
Robert Kolker, an English professor 
who has taught film for 25 years at 
the University of Maryland. “Films 
have always had tie-ins, going back 
to the studio system. What Star 
Wars did was extend this into a lot 
of different places — to the world of 
toys and fast-food cups. It really 
tried to organize a cultural event of 
which the movies were just a part.” 

“Lucas is an interesting combi- 
nation of toy maker and myth mak- 
er,” says Anthony Gordon, an En- 
glish professor at the University of 
Florida who has written widely on 
Star Wars since its release. “He's a 
toy maker in the sense that he man- 
ufactures these creations out of his 
fertile imagination. Then he mar- 
kets them.” 
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Still earning 


Indeed, Star Wars has helped Mr. 
Lucas build a virtual licensing/ 
merchandising Mecca. The value of 
his companies has been estimated 
as high as $S billion, thanks in no 
small part to the multitude of Star 
Wars-related goodies stil] available 
at your local Target and F.A.O. 
Schwarz. As Mr. Kolker points out, 
McDonald's probably wouldn't be 
barking over those little dalmatian 
giveaways if it hadn't been for the 


trailblazing blitzes of Star Wars and 
its offspring. 

“There's nothing that compares 
to Star Wars,” says Lenny Lee, edi- 
tor and publisher of Lee’s Action 
Figure News and Toy Review, who 
Saw the film five times the day it 
opened and now credits it for creat 
ing an unprecedented boom in the 
collecting business. “There's noth- 
ing that brings in so many different 
people for different reasons. 
There's just a huge part of the popu- 
lation that has seen Star Wars, anda 
lot of them seem to collect the mer- 
chandise.” 

That huge part of the population 
also helped turn Star Wars into the 
forerunner of our current summer 
blockbuster culture. Again, the 
word event comes to mind: The 
countdown for films such.as Twist. 
er, Mission: Impossible and Indepen. 
dence Day begins months in ad- 
vance, whetting our appetites for 
Spectacle as the trade journals place 
wagers on the eventual winner. The 
numbers speak for themselves: In 
the decade before Star Wars, only 
one film —. 1975's Jaws — grossed 
more than $90 million. In the de. 

Werke 8g SS ren : 





2th Century Fox 
Star Wars. 
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cade after, the total ballooned to 10. 
And in the last year alone, 15 mov- 
ies made more than $100 million. 
Many are quick to blame the fall- 
out from Star Wars for a decline in 
“serious” films from big distribu- 
tors. “Movies have started to price 
themselves out of the business, un- 
til you get ridiculously bloated 
films like Waterworld,” says Mr. 
Gordon, the Florida professor. 
“There should be room in the sci- 
ence fiction field for all kinds of 
different films, more small, mun- 
dane efforts as well as the popcorn 
extravaganzas.” 


In defense 

But Mr. McCalium contends that 
the blockbuster mentality has actu- 
ally helped build the current boom 
iu independent films. 

“A lot of the media have a naive 
perspective in relation to the block- 
buster and how it has destroyed 
filmmaking,” the producer says. 
“That's a false place to begin an 
argument. If you were to really 
zoom out and take a look at all the 
films since the blockbuster era be- 
gan, it's really only in the last 10 


years that studios have reached an 
economic level where they've,been 
able to help and distribute indepen- 
dent films.” 

After 20 years of analysis and 
shifting market trends, it’s often 
easy to overlook the magic of the 
movie itself. A combination of past 
and future, Western and space’odys- 
sey, myth and dream world, Star 
Wars may be the most enduring 
piece of escapism ever put on. film. 
Even now, when it feels over-the- 
top and almost campy, Star.-Wars 
has the kind of universal gppeal 
that allows us total recall of ‘our 
“first time.” : = 


“There are films that tap int the 
collective Zeitgeist,” says: Mr. 
McCallum. “When they do, they're 
huge celebrations. Star Wars,is‘sc 
basic a story, and the characters are 
‘so likable. 


“We live in a much more-cdm- 
plex and dubious world now, but af 
the end of the day we're all pretty 
simple in the choices we hgve-to. 
make. That's whv it will be so.initer; 
esting to see if the film ‘work 
again.” : 
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NOSTALGIA PROPELS 
TRILOGY’S RE-RELEASE 


By Tom Maurstad 
Staff Critic of The Dallas Morning News 

With the re-release of the Star Wars trilogy, a 
story of the future marking an important point in 
the past returns to the present. The corporate 
interests orchestrating this resurrection are bet- 
ting billions that all the folks who saw the movie 
as kids in 1977 will now take their kids to see it. If 
the bettors cash in, a blockbuster will be reborn as 
an even bigger blockbuster. 

And what massively, unfathomably powerful 
force will be driving this billion-dollar vision? 
Simple. The same force that now drives so much of 
pop culture: nostalgia. 

Just look at Madison Avenue filling commer- 
cials with artifacts of decades gone by or Holly- 
wood producing a seemingly endless line of TV- 
themed revivals. In today’s pop-culture market- 
place, nostalgia is the hottest commodity going. 
The bull has apparently gored the bear, leaving 
nowhere for the market to go but up. 

Not that Star Wars invented nostalgia. It was, 
after all, near the end of the 17th century when a 
Swiss scholar coined the word to approximate a 


«.Gertnan expression for intense home- 
. Sickness. But from the film's first 
_ words, “Long ago, in a galaxy far, far 
“away,” George Lucas’ future world 
was built on a longing for some far- 
“away yesterday. - 
“+. In the aftermath of Star Wars’ phe- 
nomenal opening, much critical hay 
“was. made over. the movie's classic 
-; ¢lash between good and evil, and the 
country's post- -Vietnam—doldrums. 
Star Wars’ first Ting of nostalgia was 
“. easy to spot For those who stood in 
“sthe: lines avrapping around Dallas’ 
: NofthPark 1 and 2 theaters, the movie 
-eresited a future that transported 
_ them back to the days of Westerns 
“+ and World War I], to a time of heroes 
a villains, when lines were clear 





er we rush into the future,” says 
aa mas Doherty, an American stud- 
28 oes at Brandeis University. 
“Ror people who saw it'in the theater 
he ‘first time around, it has become- 
=<Gntof thoseT ‘was there’ experierices— 
nC coming in 1977, it was at a time 
=wheh ‘there wasn’t much in the way 
Sor-die, overwhelming experiences, 
=elikeWoodstock or the moon landing.” 
. Be¥e$o a ‘Space movie became one gen- 
Seration’s moon landing, as we moved 
Ha-little further along the virtual 
Heurve, from watching the out-of-focus 
(thing on television to watching a 
scar simulation on the big 
ascréen. But a different sort of nosta’. 


* gla will pull the first generation of 
Star Wars viewers in the second time 
around. For those with children, the 
movie is a totem to be passed from 
one generation to the next. Once up- 
on a time, elders told stories to chil- 
dren. Now they take them to a movie. 











@biwan more time: 
The force is. ‘nostalgia 


* That's one of the things that 
makes Star Wars extraordinary,” says 
Brian Barry, associate psychology 
and sociology professor at the Roches- 
ter Institute of Technology. “There 
are certain rites of passage, things 
that generations pass on to another. 
Masic has always been good in that 
way, the song that Mom and Dad met 
and danced to, that sort of thing. And 
Star Wars has that kind of resonance, 
something remembered and shared.” 

In this way, a second ring of nos- 
talgia will spin around Star Wars 
when it reopens, felt by all those 
reconnecting with their 20-years-ago 
youth. You know, back when lines 
were clear and choices simple. 

But what nostalgia will be at work 
amid the second generation of view- 
ers? What vague longing in today’s 
“youth is ‘Stirred by this sa tical 
future world? 

“I think young people today are 
looking for authority and discipline, 
which they find in abundance in Star 
Wars,” says Mr. Doherty, author::o{ 
Teen-agers and: Teen-Pics. “Batk in 
the 50s and ‘60s,’ when -kids ‘were 
growing up in a strict environment 
with oppressive authority figures, the 
movies that appealed to them were 
about rebellion. But just the opposite 


is true today. 

“All those scenes of instruction 
and training and disciplining that oc- 
cur through the Sar Wars movies —I 
think in today’s setting of divorce and 
AIDS and poor job prospects for col- 
lege graduates, all of that uncertainty 
that previous generations didn’t 
have, those scenes have real power.” 

And so a third ring of nostalgia 
will be set spinning by a generation 
of young people who have grown up 
with the industry that nostalgia has 
become in the wake of Star Wars. 
Now that every new youth-trend re- 
packages or puts quotation marks 
around some piece of the past, nos- 
talgia has been transformed into an 
endless variety of new merchandise, 
snapped up by the generation tha’ 
feels it was born after everything, 
longing for a past it never had, home- 
sick for a place it has never been. 

Like all nostalgic visions, star” 
Wars recalled an idealized version of 
the past. That's a big part of nostal- 

gia’s power: You can leave out the 
parts you don’t like, that t com llicate 
‘te Utopia. Consider, for example. the 
‘60s as they exist in the nostalgia of 
teens today, as opposed to the '60s as 
they existed in the reality of teens 


- then — everything cool and deeply 


meaningful, nothing pa or r utter. 
ly pointless. ee 


One of the things Mr. Lucas:left 
out of his ideal 20 years ago may 
strike a present-day chord. Amid ail all 
the futuristic gadgetry and gee-whiz 
technology, there is ‘no media. None. 
No 3D television. No television of any 
Kind. No interactive magazines. Not 
even any Internet. The only glimpse 
of media is a holographic board game, 
and it is redeemed by appearitig to be 
very much like chess. 

Perhaps today’s audiences will be 
struck by the absence in a way that 
passed unnoticed by original audienc- 
es, After all, in today's media din, the 
silence will be deafening. 

In this way, a fourth ring of nos- 


talgia miay be set spinning, as a long- 
ing is stirred for a new kind of old 
world — a world liberated from me. 
dia. 


‘STAR’ STRUCK: The Force hasn’t been completely a 

. with Mark Hamill’s post-Star Wars career, butthe 

actor who rocketed to fame as Luke Skywalker * iy 

attended the LosAngeles 
premiere of the movie's 20th 
anniversary rerelease because he 
didn't want to be “conspicuous in 
my absence.” To his surprise, he 
ended up enjoying the digitally 
souped-up blast from the past. 
“What struck '‘me was how much 

_ heart it had,” he told People 
magazine. Mr. Hamill, 45, stillhas # 7 
big-screen dreams. He wantsto . Mark Hamill 
make a movie out of The Black Pearl, a comic-book - 


thriller that he wrote and illustrated. “I know 
people are laughing, ‘Luke Skywalker wants to 
direct.’ Well let me tell you, so did Opie, Laverne an¢ 
Meathead,” he said. 





ee a ae ne eee 





ing over.the heads of the audience, 
>and emerges into the middle of a 
galactic. firefight, modern special 
effects were born... 2. ; 

-.” “In today’s computer-savvy world, 

the revolution George Lucas staged 


two decades ago doesn't seem so © 


_ daring.. Under the umbrella of 
LucasFilm, he started several com- 
panies ‘to create the technology 
‘needed to make the film. One was 
Skywalker Sound, which developed 
the ‘THX digital sound system. An- 
-other was Industrial Light and Mag- 
‘ic, which has grown into the indus- 
_try's premiere special-effects house 
‘and has physically changed the way 
-movies are made.” 2/0305" 

“, ILM. was created to develop a 
‘mew camera system that could make: 

filming models, and other ‘special-: 

“effects tricks more realistic. Out of 

ta warehouse near Los Angeles, the 






“4 








TCM team ‘eventually developed the | 


; motion-control ‘camera, a common 
: fixture today. The advance allowed 
‘a computer to track camera move- 
ments so they ‘could be repeated 
‘ precisely over and over — the cam- 
‘era would move instead of the mod- 
‘el. That made it possible to film 
‘elements (such as models of space- 
ships). separately and later piece 
them together so they look like real- 
‘istic battle scenes. .. - ; 


_© Of course, that led to the need 








INTO THE REVISED 


“STAR WARS* MoviES ?” 





LET ME GET THIS STRAIGHT- 
You THINK THEY SHOULD AS JASON 
DIGITALLY INSERT You 


George Lucas started several companies to create the technology needed for Star , 
nd Magic. ILM, which has grown into the industry’s premiere 
special-effects house, has had a hand in films such as The Mask, with Jim Carrey.” 


including Industrial Light an 


poured money into ILM to develop a 
computer scanner that would allow 
film to be input digitally, manipu- 
lated on screen and then put back 
onto film. ae er 


“From Lucas’ point of "view, he. 


wanted the ability to scan in film 
and manipulate it to edit, to be very 
facile so that you can shoot an actor 
and drop that actor into an environ- 


ment,” says Mark Cotta Vaz, whose - 


new book Industrial Light and Mag- 
ic: Into the Digital Realm, explores 
the company’s history. “With: in- 
camera effects, what you see is what 
you get. With computers, you can do 
perspective tricks, models that look 
like a building. You're not limited 
to physical material anymore.” 


Without. these two  develop- 


ments, there would be no digital . 
_storm trooper stands guard over the 


dinosaurs in Jurassic Park, no Cas- 
per flying through a haunted 


house, no John F. Kennedy in For- a 


YOUR 


SKYWALKER, 
LUKE'S 
YOUNGER 


BEING?... 





rest Gump. There would also be no 


Jabba the Hutt in the remastered 
special edition of Star Wars, which 
hits theaters Friday. The original 
shots looked so bad’ that Mr. Lucas 
cut that scene from the original 
film. Thanks to digital technology, 
he was able to salvage it and put it 
back in for the 20th-anniversary 
edition. . ry 

ILM now employs more than 700 
people who do effects work for film, 


‘TV.and commercials. They’re sand- 


wiched into several small buildings 


between a Circuit City and a strip. 


mall in San Rafael with no indica- 
tion that they’re the center of the 
digital realm. The exterior of the 
“Kerner Optical” building gives no 
indication of what goes on inside. 


A life-size model of a Star Wars 


main entrance, .and the hallways 


WELL, AMONG OTHER 
REASONING THINGS, TODAY'S AUDIENCE 
ISN'T THE SAME AS IT 
WAS BACK IN THE ‘70s 
AND ‘60s. WE EXPECT DiF- 
FERENT THINGS FRoM OUR ACTION 


MOVIES Now, JASON SKYWALKER 
COULD HELP BRIDGE THAT GAP. 
t 


‘an alien from Mars Attacks! dtiiks, 


‘Who Framed Roger Rab! 
























Wares 


ILM’s 20 years of projects. ove 
shelf in the famed model shop fsfhe 
tunnel from Mission: Impossible. 
and on another a scale _moGd}<oi 
Casper's mansion. In“one haflyey, : 


a Coke. Farther along, the jays 
from Dragonheart sit open precari., 
ously. And these are just the refen t 
objects d’art. puss | . 
TEM has had a gat at 
The ‘Abyss, Terminator 2, 4nat 
Jones and the. Temple::of: Doom; 
i Gita: 


busters, Jurassic. Par 
stones, Jumanji, The... 
Twister, to name a few. 


throughs? Big:money . 
companies have been val 





chance to re-experience 
Players into 10 levels of 






-Spiffed-up 
classic retains 
a special force 


By Chris Vognar 

Saff Writer of The Dallas Morning News 
It's brighter, louder and digitally enhanced. The 
explosions are crisper and the critters more plenti- 
. ful. But it’s still Star Wars after all these years, and 
all the tinkering in the galaxy can't change that 
single, wonderful fact. mF 
For those stuck on an asteroid ‘the last few 
- Weeks, the “special edition” of Star Wars blasts into 
theaters Friday on a wave of hype and nostalgia. 
(Coming soon: The Empire Strikes Back on Feb. 21 
and Return of the Jedi on March 7.) This clearly 
isn't your usual restoration project: George Lucas 
and minions have gone back to add new digital 
effects, revamp the soundtrack and introduce a 







couple of. 





SPO land the rest of the Star Wars bunch continue to dazzle even atter 20 yeirs 










Previously scrapped scenes. The Holy others never bought all the Eastern ‘phil - s 
ies of sci-fi films has been polished up for its 20th ~~ hokum surrounding the Force. Fair én igh'Butfor- 
haat day, ‘giv ing millions of tykes their first Oppor- acheesy comic book of a film, Star Wars'was autra- 

uy hey tay in gang ona big ess ‘geously imaginative, dazzlingly designed and 
; rmudgeons who looked cuted at a p Sf 
down on ‘Star Wars phenomenon — the words eiot Gh hear Wad he 


“comic boo 


made for a popular epithet — while 


Like most of us, Star Wars has bécome dated in - 
Please see RESTORED on Page SC. renee te Pole 


Restored ‘Star Wars’ retains its magic moments 


Continued from Page 1C. 
the last two decades. What were once mind- 
\-Dlowing special effects are now fairly common- 
"'pléce (even in their remastered form). And 
much of the film's breathtaking intergalactic 
drama now feels like camp (did you ever notice 
show bad an actor Mark Hamil) really is?). Yet 

.-What was magic then remains magic today — 

- even if the new stuff barely amounts to a hill of 
~ Faiooine sand. 

“Z=aThe chief addition is a scene between Han 
_. Solo (Harrison Ford) and a jiggling Jabba the 
“-Flutt outside the Mos Eisley cantina. Mr. Lucas 
- Shot the scene at the time but didn’t have the 

budget or technology to create the Jabba of his 
mind's eye. . 

No problem — that's what digital effects are 
for. It’s a strange, powerful rush to see some- 
thing so startlingly new in the midst of this old 

- faithful, and the big guy is actually quite charm- 
. -4ng compared to the blob that made its film 
debut in Return of the Jedi. Some die-hards may 
see this as a continuity problem, but more open: 


Le gina? 
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: oe Uiterasmn O'-the long-term ex-| 
up considerable points 


the Star Wars universe all 


Doomlike shoot-em-up, space combat simula- 
as well as platform-style action scenarios, 


minded viewers should welcome the change of 
pace. sre 

Other alterations don’t fare as well. Not con- 
tent with the original divelike atmosphere of 
Mos Eisley spaceport, Mr. Lucas has tossed in a 
cosmic zoo-full of new creatures, ranging from 
Hensonlike sand rats to big, ugly reptiles. Sure, 
they're kinda cute, but also ostentatiously loud 
and hyper. Often likened to a toy maker, Mr. 
Lucas has placed the artifice before the art here, 
leaving us to admire his new monsters even as 
we wonder what purpose they serve. 

But it’s hard not to feel petty critiquing Mr. 
Lucas’ $10 million touch-up job: Star Wars was 
more than a movie when it came out, and a little 
cosmetic surgery won't shrink it down to size 20 
years after the fact. An overly romantic view? 
Perhaps, but this is an intensely romantic film 
to begin with, and those who spent a sizable 
chunk of the late '70s in Star Wars lines can't 
help but see it that way. 

It should be interesting to see how virgin 
viewers react to the film and the fuss, These 


Shadows of the | 
Empire by Lucas-. 
Arts (Nintendo 64), 
$80 


Star Wars jumps. 
into the gaming fray 
.| once again, this time 
| without the’ gaming | 
blandness of the 
| Rebel Assault series 


citement of the x-| 
Wing and TIE Fighter | 
flight sims. Shadows 
for giving players the 
Over again, thrusting 
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Turning out in force . 
Long lines recall hype 


By Chris Vognar 
Staff Writer of The Dallas Morning News ; 
Call them zealots. Call them ob- 

; Sessed. Question their gleeful drive 
to sit in a dark theater all day long. ; 
:. Just don’t doubt their commit. 
ment to Star Wars, a 20-year-old film 
that- packed: theaters all over the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area for its “spe- 
cial edition” release Friday. 

_ “Other than God, family and’ 
friends, it’s the number one: thing 

. in my Hfe,” said Sonny Bahlman, 23, 
who drove 250 miles from San An- 

-gelo to spend a Star Wars weekend. 

ith a friend, 25-year-old David. 


eee 


days, Hollywood churns out a new movie “phe- 
nomenon” every other week; young viewers 
might not believe a single film could have so 
consumed our popular culture. Will Star Wars 
prove as timeless to those seeing it for the first 
time? Probably not. This is a film inextricably 
connected to the period of its birth, a time when 
movies needed a serious jolt to shake off their 
doldrums. Today’s times demand their own jolt. 
Secondhand icons might not cut it. 

But the folks who waited in line then will 
probably stand and deliver again. Maybe it's- 
nostalgia, perhaps a longing for more innocent 
times and values. Or maybe we just know a good 
comic book when we see one. . 


Star Wars 
@ Rating: PG (violence) 


@ Running time: 125 minutes 
@ On screen: In wide release - 


oeee — Excetiont 
20 — Fair 


Star key: 











ars eee 
Heath. Mr. Bahiman;: wearing ~a 
brand-new “special edition" T-shirt, 
“held a buzzing red light saber toy:in 
his hand. shee ot OS 
~. The two left San Angelo at 6.a.m. 
‘Thursday and spent the day “scop- 
ing out all the Star Wars stores in 
Dallas.” They planned to attend the 
10 am. 1 pm. 4 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
shows Friday at the AMC. Grand, 
thén come back for the first:two 
screenings Saturday. : ed 
“There's nothing I wouldn’t do 
for Star Wars,” Mr. Heath said=“I 


of ‘Star Wars’ release ini ’77 


Please see FANS on Page 424. e? 
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‘just at 

‘Tagine: T took: a bath yith the. Mil- 
lennitim Falcon yery day. for about 
10 years.” 
we Even' ‘with: : month: ‘advance 
ticket‘sales and showings on three 
screens, fans gathered. at the Grand 
-ih the predawn hours with blankets 
and: sleeping-bags, said Michael Jo- 
: hanries, AMC senior general manag- 
er for Dallas’ and Fort Worth. Most 
‘Of the day’s 16 shows were. expected 
‘fo'sell out. ple is 

4h. By~ 11:30'-a: m., lines’ of fans 
Spretched ‘down ‘the: theater: hall- 
yeyst for the 1 p.m; ‘show. Still, De- 
*pra. Ballard; 32,-of Cleburne showed 
“up shortly after noon. with her. par: 
ents. and had: no: problem” getting’ 
-Uckets. 





~.“q saw it 25.times when it first ‘ 
came out;” Ms. Cleburne said: “I - 





“Dallas ‘students (from lefty’ Joe Cockridge ' Kenobi) aa Matt ‘Carbo (veda). ‘await the. 
{ares assed as] puke, Skywalker), Aaron Deacon died shal of Star Wi ¥ 


took a vacation day today-to get out : od ; : 


here. There’s nothing like it.” 
Times have changed since Star 


‘Wars first opened on May'25, 1977. 


The film originally debuted. on 32 
screens across the country. On Fri- 


-day, the Dallas-Fort Worth area 


alone topped that total. More 
screenS and advance sales mean 
shorter lines and less hysteria. Mr. 
Johannes said morning lines out- 
side the Grand on Friday barely 
reached the parking lot. 

That wasn't the case at the GCC 
NorthPark 1-2 theater come night- 


fall. The line stretched well around. 
‘the corner toward the mall for the 


sold-out 7 p.m. show. Viewers from 
the Previous screening mingled 
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original, and I think that adds to 
the effect,” Mr. Gad said. “To heck 
with the purists. The old version is 
still on xideouipe:. bis can go 
watch that.” °° 


‘The whole’ ‘scene bronignt back © 


strong memories for Jeff Benton, 


27, of Plano. He saw. the film at. the. - 3 
NorthPark Cinema when it made its - 


area debut there in 1977. “When I 
was a kid the line was around the 


; “tes slacker and fester than’ the 


‘like a kid again.” ae 












sion for the entire day, Mr. Ben 
agreed to hang ‘out betweer shi 
and entertain the crowd.” 

“I've lost 20 pounds already,” Mr: 
Benton said. “I'm sweating His ‘adel 
wouldn’t believe.” " ~ 

‘And if-that-sounds like a com- 
plaint, think again. ; 

“This is great,” he said.: “| tee 


ee 





eee 






By Chris Vognar 

Steff Writer of The Dallas Morning News 

_ Remember those little Star Wars toys 
you or your kids had back in 1978, wher. 
Kenner began its endless line of action 
-figures:and accéssories?: Good. ‘You ‘might 


‘want to'sit down. 


elated: 
of 










caurn out ne’ : 
‘ shoppinig-Cart load.’ But the fresh stuff — 
¥ mostly /putouy. by:Kenner and Galoob, 
which Site Mier 





eee east y a) MMR 
1993 — look like quite a bargain next to 
some of the oldies. ce : 
Always wanted a 3%-inch plastic-cape 
jawa figure? Get ready to spend at least 
$1,600, according to Lenny Lee, editor arid 
publisher of Lee’s Action Figure News and 
Toy Review. (That's if you can even find 
one — they were quickly taken: off. the 
market in '78 and replaced with ‘a. cloth- 
cape variation), How about the ‘electronic 


aes 


Flying Aces Target game, a small X-wing 


fight’ simulator? Yours ‘for only $1,500. 
(Both prices are MIP, or mint in packagé,) 


“Most: of the”stiff: was ‘ripped -off.the. 
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222m Bill Murray's Saturday Night Live lounge 
r=2vocal rendition of John Williams’ original film 
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7 Sand save their furry 
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1980s 
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ler Yoda. : 


* 24stage name Luke Skywalker. 


"a Kenny (“Sky”) Walker stars on the basketball court for the University of 
*~ Kentucky. A first-round draft pick, he falters with the New York Knicks but +, 


_ does win one slam-dunk championship. 


it 1990s ae : 


2 a Public Enemy pays homage to both the Lucas and Coppola camps with 
“~ the album Apocalypse 91. .°. The Enemy Strikes Black. ei 
- 4 Jennifer Aniston dons a Princess Leia wardrobe to satisfy David Schwim- 


_: .Mer's fetish on Friende. 


ee 


are out.of this world 


~ Boba Fett helmet for $995:398 seip: = ,-- 
~ Kenner, ling, featuring, action figures. of 


‘Prince Xisor and Dash Rendar. Never 
‘heard of ’em? That's because they never 


“te 
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lizard works the crowd with a’ 
score. ye 
°3.:8 Disco producer Meco hits No. ‘t with the disco medley Star Wars.’ 
+7 -fheme/Cantina Bandon Millennium Records. Sige acme 
-#l The Great Gonzo assymes the role of “Dearth Nader” on The Muppet 
+= *Show and kidnaps oh lols Hamill, R2-D2 and C-3PO guest-star 


| jither Campbell founds naughty rap outfit 2 Live Crew, adopting the. 


Prices on some ‘Star Wars’ collectibles 


packaging card,” says ur ite. “Anything 
that made it through the;Christmas of '78 
or 79 is pretty scarce in its own right.” He 
added that most of the original. figures, 
which oncé sold for $2.98, would now fetch 


at least $100.4f still unopénéd., “= 7. 

Of course, you don’t have to go back 20 
years to spend big bucksiThe magazine 
Star Wars: Insider offers MG foot “Deluxe 
Stormtrooper Replica” for: $4,995. If you're 
light in the ocketbook; Consider a Deluxe 


ptest ee 
‘? The strangest twist comes from the new — 
Were Insider 


even appeared in a Star Wars film. Both 
come from the novel Shadows of the Em- 
Pire, one of several titles in the expanding 
Star Wars publishing industry. ... ©: -: 
One man who takes all of this quite 
seriously is George Lucas, He waived his 
option to receive an additional $500,000 


- bonus for directing the original'Stdr Wars,’ 


opting instead for the merchandising and” 
sequel rights. The Force may be powerful, 

but there's nothing like good old market’: 
instincts... cde ne re MS SRS 


=Eeer of the Force to quirky use. Here's a brief, decade-by-decade look at 
Exteos, references and snippets culled from a galaxy far, far away. ‘ 
2 B . 








stage name Luke Skyywalker. 


Off their hit album The 





A ys 
Tyberius (‘Ty’) Walker, a tribute to 
James Tyberius Kirk: . a 


“Luke — 1am your father." 


“Jedi. Jedi. I gotta feel the Force.” 





"In the 1980s, the 2 Live Crew rap group was formed by © 
Luther Campbell (second from right), who used the 


@ The Fugees refer to Star Wars and Chewbacca in the song The Beast, ae 


@ Chris Farley's Tommy Callahan peers into an electric fan in Tommy Boy, 
lowers his voice and utters the most famous line of The Empire Strikes Back.’ |: 
cad ees 


@ Denver Broncos defensive end Alfred Williams looks intoan NFL Films ; 
camera, points to his temples and reveals the secret to his All-Pro success: =~ 


a minors: 
characté#s 


> 


fetches=== 
s99ss “=~ 



















— Chris Vognar 









' A BOMBARDMENT OF STAR WARS TRIVIA = 


. and 75 miniatures. Wars ran roughly $100,000. i. 

@ Peter May- @ Alec Guinness received two profit i 

hew, at 7-foot-2, points, each worth about $300,000 ~ |} 
workedasa at the time, for his work as Obi-Wan “.:]; 
porter in a Lon- Kenobi. Mark Hamill, Carrie Fisher: : 
don hospital be- “and Hairison Ford divided 2 percent = | ! 
fore playing ‘": of the profits among themselves. =: { 
Chewbacca the 1 For a long time, James Earl Jones, °.: i 
Wookiee.  . % who refused screen credit, had fun <i; i 
@ Show-biz vet a _ denying he was the voice of Darth _».. 

Kenny Baker, . Vader, but the $10,000 role led to | 





* MB David Prowse, who provided the” 




















Carrie Fisher (Princess Leia) 


was asked to lose 10 
pounds for the role. | a. : 


M@ The movie used 365 special effects _ ™§ The dally production cost for Star. 





the actor inside. . Chewbacca’ ".sMmuch work as a voice of authority. 
’ @ Filmmaker Lucas hated President _ a 
', Ronald Reagan's using Star Wars as =. 
™, the name of the Strategic Defense Int” 
tiative weapons system, even suing ; :: 
fruitlessly to stop it. ah 
@ Star Wars was shot in Tozeur, Tu- -- 
nisia; Nevada's Death Valley; Tikal - 





R2-D2, is only 3-foot-8. . 
@ Carrie Fisher, then 19, was asked’ 
to lose.10 pounds for the role of Prin-: 
cess Leia and tape her breasts so she 
didn't jiggle. ae 
@ Mark Hamill, who failed to make 
the cut at an American Graffiti audi- 
tion, went to a dual casting for Carrie _ Nationa! Park, Guatemala; Elstree P 
and Star Wars and thought George *~ “Studios outside London; and Shep- 
Lucas was Brian de Paima's gofer. _ perton Studio in Middlesex, England. < |: 











































body of Darth Vader, is a retired un-.- . : 
defeated heavyweight boxing cham- . | 





SO WOULD JASON 
-SKYWALKER APPEAR 

IN ALL THREE OF OH, 
THE ENHANCED DEF I- 
“STAR WARS” FMS? NITELY, 


kde | 





1N AN EXCITING NEW 
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IN FACT, TOWARD THE END 
OF “THE EMPIRE STRIKES. . 
BACK,” HE'D TAKE THE STORY 


Sunday, January 26, 1997 


of mythic 
By Jane Sumner 
* Staff Critic of The Dallas Morning News 

Guerre Stellari. Krieg der Stern. . 
Gwiezdne Wojny. Whatever its title 
eround the world, Star Wars is a spec- 
tacular mishmash with martial music, . 
a mulligan stew of myths buried deep’ 
in the psyche, a pastiche of old comic 
strips, monster flicks, swashbucklers 
and shoot-'em-ups. ; 

Growing up in Modesto, Calif, in 
the ‘50s, George Lucas was glued to his 
family's black-and-white TV set. Biog- 
rapher Dale Pollock writes in Sky- 
walking: The Life and Films of George 
Lucas that his favorite show was Ad- 
venture Theater, a half-hour of old 


Years later, Mr. Lucas tried to buy 
the rights to one of those serial’s he. 
Toes for what he called “this big sci- 
fi/space . adventure/Flash Gordon 
thing.” But Federico Fellini, who 
owned the Flash Gordon rights, want- 
ed more than Mr. Lucas could pay, so 
the mogul-to-be borrowed the blaster 
guns, costumes and deco sets and in- 
vented his own hero — Luke Skywalk- 
‘er (known at first as Luke Starkiller). 

Critic Roger’ Ebert writes that he 
hasn't had many outof-body experi- 
ences at a film (meaning his 
tion forgot it was in a movie theater), 
but he had one at Star Wars.’ 

“The golden robot, lion-faced space 
Fee he eae Hitte computer on: 
wheels must ve been suggested by 
the Tin Man, the Cowardly Lion and 
the Scarecrow in The Wizard of Oz.” 

- Others see the robot comedy team 
of C-3PO and R2-D2 as a space-age Lau- 
Tel and Hardy. But Mr. Lucas has al- 
"ways given the nod for the android 
buddies to Akira Kurosawa’s The Hid- 
“den Fortress (1958), i= °° 
"He 'saw the adventure classic, the 
first Japanese movie.in Cine i 


_ in film ‘school and never forgot’ its «: 
opening with two foot ‘soldiers, one .: 


short and one tall, slogging along in a” 


‘desolate land. Then along come an ;w 


LUKE... JASON... 





Lucas’ influences até"; 
proportions: - 
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outcast samurai leader, a-proud, war- 
like princess and a fortress that must 
be destroyed. As critic Ebert puts it, 
“Seeing The Hidden Fortress is like 
visiting the wellspring of thé Force.” 
Chewbacca, Han Solo's hairy Wook- 
fee pal and co-pilot, was modeled after 
Mr. Lucas’ Siberian Husky, which 
looked like a person to the owner. 
After a near-fatal car crash in 1962, 
Mr. Lucas discovered the writings of 
Joseph Campbell dealing with .the 


-myths of the world. In Star Wars, he 


used all the standard mythological fig- 
ures. It's no accident that journalist 
Bill Moyers held a famed series of 
interviews with Mr. Campbell, The 
Power of Myth, at Mr. Lucas’ ranch. 
Over the last two. summers of his 
life, Mr. Campbell, who died in 1987, 
talked with Mr. Moyers about stories 
told through the ages’ to explain the 
universe and humankind’s place in it 
“A movie like Star Wars fills a need 
for spiritual adventure,” the master 
storyteller said. He likened wise man 
Obi-Wan Kenobi .to old Japanese 
sword masters. “He. gives him [Luke] 
not onlya physical iristrument’but a 
psycholdgical commitment and ‘4 psy- 
chological center. He has him exercis- 
ing with that strange weapon ‘and 
then pulled the mask.down. That’: 
real Japanese stuff” ©... 4.’ 
Another mythical: archetype is 


mercenary Han Solo, Mr. Campbell 
said. “He was a practical guy, a:-materi- 
alist, at leaSt' that's how the thought of 
himself, but he was‘a’ compassionate 
human being. The adventure evoked a 
quality of his character he. didn't 











By Catherine Cuellar 

Sajf Writer of The Dallas Morning News 
wo decades after the Death Star first 
loomed, the memories of Star Wars fans are 
as vivid and varied as the wacky band of 
creatures in the movie's famed Mos Eisley 
cantina. 

To mark Friday's 20th-anniversary re- 
release of Star Wars, we asked, “Is the Force 
still with us?” 

And from 73-year-old Helen Skinner 
(“Entering the theater a pacifist, this oldster left a 
warrior”) to 18-year-old cancer survivor Corey Ti- 
ner, who bought an action figure after each che- 
motherapy session, to 6-year-old Doug Daniels 
(“Good guys rule!!! Bad guys drool!”), 250 of you 
proved it is. . 

Few of you could contain your enthusiasm in 
the prescribed 50 words, though many could have 
easily spared the most popular 14, “Long agoina 
galaxy far, far away” and “May the Force be with 
you.” (Look for excerpts below and on Page 2C.) 

Star Wars is clearly a phenomenon that crosses 
generations, from those who cut their intergalac- 
tic teeth on Flash Gordon and Sputnik to the tod- 
Glers who witnessed Neil Armstrong's moonwalk 
On grainy TV sets to the masses who mourned 
when Challenger blasted away our space inno- 
cence. : eS 

And the pull of George Lucas’ space epic — 
which returns Friday to theaters with retooled 
sound and souped-up computer graphics, followed 


Feb. 21 by The Empire Strikes Back 3 ; 


end’March 7 by Return of the Jedi The Dallas Morning News: Ariane 
-~ remains forceful. at hs : : ¢ Bea 
3 “When I was little, Star Wars was Librarian Linda Bambina had a crush on Harrison Ford. She uses her. life-size 


the big fantasy,” says Rob Cohen, Han Solo cutout to remind students to return books “at light speed.” 
24. “T had all the action figures and . 
spaceships. I guess I always had my 
own Star Wars movies going on in 
my bedroom with all the toys and 
stuff... It's amazing because with 
all the new technology and another . 
10 or 15 years of filmmaking, the é 
Star Wars movies are still as good as , 
pet g STAR WARS’ HAS BEEN A TOUCHSTONE 
”. But the fascination isn’t limitec 
to children. Retired librarian Mary 
Townsley says Star Wars “provided ; 
a bridge over the generational ga | N GO 
to the kids I worked with end tour OD TIMES AND BAD 
own kids,” 
“T've seen it come down to my 
grandchildren.” 


a 0 a 


She says she regularly shops for 
te-in trinkets with her 41-year-old 
son and gives Star Wars gifts every 

syear to her son-in-law and grand- 
‘children. 

For others, the romance of the 
plot was as interesting as the action. 
Librarian Linda Bambina, 49, got a 
crush on Harrison Ford and still 
‘uses her life-size Han Solo cutout to 
‘remind students to return their 
books “at light speed.” 

“I wasn't into toys; I was a grown- 
‘up. But still, all of it's just perva- 
-sive,” she says. “It was so astound- 
‘ing to have seen that many new 
things in one film and havé a good 
story. It wasn't just a Flash Gordon 
gag kind of story. It was really in- 
triguing, and it was many-layered.” 
- It was a memorable movie date 
for several couples. 

: “Lealled a girlfriend and asked 
her if she would like to go see Star 
-Wars with me,” wrote 41-year-old 
Steven Greenwalt. “She said no, 
:that she was busy that night, so I 
‘called another girlfriend and asked 


her. She said yes, and from that 

time on we have been together.” 
He and wife Margaret, 41, cele. 

brated their 19th wedding anniver- 


sary Jan. 23. ‘ 

Others look to the re-release for 
romantic inspiration. 

“In the four years that we've 


been together, our dating era has 
ended,” wrote 22-year-old Amy 
Payne of Denton. 


“I have three dates planned for 
this year — not my birthday, not 





our anniversary, but Jan. 31, Feb. 21 
and March 7. Thanks to Star Wars, I 
can finally go out on a real date 
again." 

And the movie trilogy helped 
some through life-and-death strug- 
gles. 

Susie Marshall, 55, says her hus- 
band John battled non-Hodgkin's 
lymphoma by visualizing the can- 
cer cells in his body as Storm Troop- 
ers. 


“What he felt like he needed to 


do emotionally and spiritually was 
to have something that he could 
identify as being the ‘bad guys,’ and 
he could overcome that,” she says. 
“So he sort of seized on the idea of 
Star Wars. 


“The evil Empire was cancer it- 
self. He couldn't kill all the cells. He 
needed to kill the disease in its en- 
tirety, so that represented all the 
evil that was there. We rented the 
movies and watched them all again. 
I bought all the little characters to 
look at and focus on, and it was very 
helpful to him.” 

Mr. Marshall's last cancer treat- 


ment was a year ago, and his wife. 


says he is showing no signs of the, 
‘The film also spurred career as- 


pirations for fans, such as 28-year-- 


old Kurt Kistler, wlio says Star Wars 
piqued his interest in working as an 
actor, musician and 3-D graphic art- 
ist. Still, he wonders if the special 
edition will be able to rekindle the’ 
movie magic it once sparked. 

“It's going to be different be- 
cause it's’as though you've exam- 
ined every single particle of the 
movie,” he says. “You've been able 
to scrutinize it and take every little 
second of it over the years. So it will 


The Dallas Morning News: Ariane Kadach 
John Ankeny has been collecting Star Wars 
paraphernalia since he was 6 years old: “Star 
Wars was the center of my universe.” 
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be completely familiar except for 
the new additions, ... It’s kind of 
like hearing the same Story over 
and over again, and then somebody 
changes a word, and all of a sudden, 
it throws you off.” 

Cynthia Stine, who saw the mov- 
ie in a theater 11 times when she 
was 10, agrees. 

“I don't know if anything can 
really quite capture that first time 
because it was so stunning,” she 
says. “I don't think anything will 
ever be quite the same as that expe- 
om but I have always enjoyed 
t.” 

Carrie Fisher's take-charge Leia 
offered an alternative to passive 
princesses with a space-age, femi- 
nist role model. 

“In this fairy tale the princess 
gets to be proactive in saving the 
teat wrote Elizabeth Curliss, 


“In the process, she wins over 
the bland, handsome young prince 
and the sexy, Togue-bad-boy, all 
without feigning. helplessness or 
hiding her intelligence! That's the 








4 The Dalles Morning News: Ariane Kadoch 
Steven and Margaret Greenwalt had a date to see Star Wars, : 
and, he says, “... from that time on we have been together.” 
They celebrated their 19th wedding anniversary last week. 


kind of princess I wanted to:be.” 
And for a new generation of-fans 
who know the trilogy. only.‘ from 
video, the cinematic experience 
will certainly be an improverhent. 
Irving’s Kristi Ferebee, 12; ‘says 
she’s been watching Star Wars 
since age 5. “ele 
“I really appreciate it differently 
now. When I was younger, I thought 
it was really neat and I really:liked 
the Ewoks and stuff, but,I watohed 
the entire trilogy again just‘a*éov 
ple weeks ago, and I really pitke:! 
up on some stuff that I hadn't-no 
ticed before,” she says. ik 
“Lreally liked the darker stuff in 
The Empire Strikes Back moré thah 
I did when I was a little kid” ~-; 
She and her pals have aire: 
made plans for this weekend's Sta 
Wars return. . ays 
“When I first saw the trailers for 
it in the theaters, you know they 
say, ‘If you've only seen it on the TV 
Screen, you haven’t seen it at’ all.’ 
And on the trailers, it's so different, 
it's really overwhelming. I really 
can't wait.” . : 
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‘Star Wars’ shoots to No. 1 

« LOS ANGELES — Twenty years after its debut, 
Star Wars proved it still has the force to demolist 
all other comers at the box office. 

:. The second opening of the refurbished film 
was the top-selling January weekend release ev- 
er, figures released Sunday show. It collected an 
estimated $36.2 million over the weekend, dwarf- 
ing the nation’s No. 2 film, Jerry Maguire, which 
took in $5.6 million. 

-. The movie, with enhanced special effects and 
a few new scenes, had the ninth-highest three- 
day opening ever, according to estimates from 
Exhibitor Relations Co. Inc. 

* The epic about a motley band of heroes fight- 
ing an evil space empire has screened only in vid- 
‘po form for a generation. Americans still captivat- 
‘ed by “the ultimate story of good and evil” 
flocked to theaters to see it again on the big 
‘spreen, and many brought their children, said 
Tom Sherak, chairman of 20th Century Fox Do- 
mestic Film Group. 

__ “It’s part of our culture,” he said. “It’s one of 
those rare instances where a movie becomes our ~ 
best friend. We remember the best friend.” 

_ In its 1977 release, Star Wars grossed $323 mil- 
lion in North America — then a record and still 
. fourth on the all-time list. The re-release is sure 
to push it higher on that list, Mr. Sherak said. 

-’ “The second and third chapters of the trilogy, 
The Empire Strikes Back (1980) and Return of the 
Jedi (1983) also will be re-released in coming 
weeks. 

- The only truly new release in the top 10, Grid- 
lock’d, starring Tim Roth and the late Tupac 
Shakur, opened at No. 9 by collecting $2.8 million. 

Here are the estimated weekend totals for the 








top 10 films: ; 

A. Star Ware : $36.2 millio-: 
2. Jerry Maguire . $5.6 millicr 
3 Scream _— $4.8 million 
4. Metro $4.4 million 
§. (tie) Beverty Hills Ninja, Evita $4.3 million 
7. In Love and War $3.9 million 
8. The Relic -. $2.9 million 
9. Gridiock'd $2.8 million 


10. (tie) Michael, Mother $2.6 million 





COINCIDENCE? © | 
The entire baby-boom generation saw “The Wizard of Oz" every year 
sion since 1959. (It originally aired in 1956 —seen bya phenomenal 45 mi eM 
ers — but did not become an annual staple until three years later.) Ageneration later, 
Gen-Xers saw “Star Wars” repeatedly. Each isa cultural reference point for.its views: 
ers. But look closely: The movies are virtually the same. PS eer eg 


WIZARD 
Dorothy is an orphan; living with her 
ee aunt and uncle. 

- Big tragedy leads to quest 

Along the quest, collects weird friends 
_ who join quest 


Toto; faithful dog always with Dorothy 


- Glinda, the Witch of the North, a 
guardian who guides Dorothy 
_ TinMan 
ag Scarecrow 
Cowardly Lion 

Ruby slippers, what Dorothy possesses 
that makes her invulnerable 


The powerful Oz is a man behind a big, 


deep voice and curtain 
Dorothy discovers that she always had 


it within her power to get what she - 


wanted 

Big ceremony near the end with every- 
body getting medals, testimonials or 

: degrees 


- 





‘Luke discovers that he always had it: 3° 













on televi 
Ilion 


ann A 








STAR WARS | ‘i 
Luke Skywalker is an orphan; 
with hisauntanduncle. | 
Big tragedy leads to quest 4 
Al ong the quest, collects weird fri 
whojoin quest 8" x. 
R2D2, faithful robot always with Luke’ 
Obi-Wan Kenobi, a guardian-who . 
guidesLuke 0-83 or 
GPO. . <r ee 
Han Solo; NS Dek me Oo 
Chewbacca hs ee ; 
Light saber, what Luke possesses that “- 


qwey 


ted PERS 


makes him invulnerable. 3...» 
Darth Vader is a man behind big, - 


om 
B: 


a 
Sg5 
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deep voice and big outfit... 





within his powerto get what he." 
wanted 
Big ceremony near the end with every- 
body getting medals, testimonials‘or . :. 
degrees . °° mene 


“The! Orange Register Nov, 3, 


TOP TEN REASONS WHY WE'D RATHER LIVE IN THE STAR TREK 
UNIVERSE THAN THE STAR WARS UNIVERSE 


10. Any schmuck with a sob story can move the heart of the 
vilest villain—try that with the Emperor, boyo. 


9. Star Trek: Clean, well-lit Spaceships with stocked bars. 
Star Wars: Broken-down old freighters with smelly 


Wookies. 


&. Enterprise goes to nice clean starbase for repairs. 
Millennium Falcon lands in Space-lizard guts. 


7. No Dark Side of the Force in Star Trek. 


6. Yoda may give better advice, but Tro! is better 


looking. 


5. No one ever kissed their sister (twicel) in Star 


Trek, 


4. Teleporters in Star Trek make for clean, easy 
transportation...as compared to cramped X-Wing 


fighters. 


5. Tatooine: Dry, dusty hellhole. Rubicun III (pleasure 
Planet): pastoral world with half-naked babes and nc 
moral restrictions. 


2. No matter what a device was designed for in Star 
Trek, you can always tinker with it and make it do 
something else entirely. 


1. Tactile holograms. Ooooh. 


eee 








Which god is the Force’ in the 


‘Star Wars’ universe? 


By Terry Mattingly 
Scripps Howard News Service 

A long time ago, in a movie multi- 
plex not so far away, a child looked up 
and asked: “Mom, Dad, is the Force the 
same thing as God?” 

Children have been asking that 
question for 20 years. The simple answer 
is “yes.” But this raises another question: 
Which god or God is at the center of the 
Star Wars universe? 

The trilogy’s creator was aware that 
his work invaded turf traditionally re- 
served for parents, priests and preach- 
ers. George Lucas wrote Star Warsshort- 
ly after the cultural revolution of the 
60s. He sensed a spiritual void. 


‘I wanted it to be a traditional moral 
study, tohave some sort of palpable pre- 
cepts in it that children could under- 
stand,” Mr. Lucas said in a recent New 
Yorkerinterview. “There is always a les- 
son to belearned.. . . Traditionally, we 
get them from church, the family, art 
and in the modern world we get them 
from the media — from movies.” 

Mr. Lucas set out tocreate a modern 
mythology to teach right and wrong. 
The result was a fusion of “Flash Gor- 
don Conquers the Universe” and Joseph 
Campbell's “The Hero with a Thousand 
Faces,” of Arthurian legends and Japan- 
ese samurai epics, of Carlos Castaneda’s 
Tales of Power and the Narnia tales of 
CS. Lewis. 


_ Along the way, Mr. Lucas sold $1.3 
billion worth of tickets, and Star Wars 
merchandise sales have topped $4 bil- 
lion. Now, arevamped Star Warsis back 
in theaters, to be followed by its sequels, 
The Empire Strikes Back and The Re- 
turn of the Jedi. A trilogy of “prequels” 
is set to begin in 1999. 

The impact of Mr. Lucas’ work has 
led some researchers to speak in terms 
of a Star Wars generation. A modern 
preacher who wants to discuss self-sac- 
rifice will be understood by more peo- 
ple if he refers to the death of Jedi 
knight Obi Wan Kenobi, rather than 
that of St. Stephen. 

“It was natural that my generation 
would latch on to these stories,” said Ja- 
son Ruspini, webmaster of the unoffi- 
cial Star Wars Home Page, one of near- 
ly 1,000 Star Wars Internet sites. “They 
were much more attractive and appro- 
priate than the ancient myths of Judeo- 
Christian theology. How could these 
draconian and antiquated stories pos- 
sibly compete with the majesty and 
scope of the Star Wars universe?” 

Mr. Lucas grew up in the 1950s in 
Modesto, Calif. Although he attended 
a Methodist church with his family, 
biographer Dale Pollock notes that he 
was turned off by the “self-serving piety” 
of Sunday school. Mr. Lucas also visit- 
ed the housekeeper’s German Luther- 
an congregation, where he was im- 
pressed by the elaborate rituals, Traces 
of these experiences are woven into his 
work, 

“The message of Star Wars is reli- 





§ 
gious: God isn’t dead, he’s there if youl 
want him to be,” Mr. Pollock writes in, : 
his book Skywalking. - } 

Mr. Lucas puts it this way: ‘The lav rs, 
really are in yourself.” : 

The faith in Star Warsis hard to : 
bel. The Force is defined as “an = ‘ 
gy field created by all living things. It d 
surrounds us and penetrates us.” 

It contains both good and evil. Je- 
di master Yoda clearly teaches a form 
of Buddhism. Yet the Lucas liturgy. al- 
so proclaims “May the Force be with 
you,” a variation on the Christian phrase 
“May the Lord be with you.” 

The plot includes other symbolgand 
themes from biblical faith. Mr; Eneas 
has embraced both “passive Oriental 
philosophies and the Judeo-Christian 
ethic of responsibility and self-sacri- 
fice,” according to Mr. Pollock. - 

Thus, some Christians hail Star Wars 
as evidence of a cultural search for 
moral absolutes. On the World Wide 
Web, others use the films as glowiig 
icons that teach Eastérn philosophy. 

At the end of Mr. Pollock's book, Mr... 
Lucas acknowledges that, iat, by setting L his. 
goals so high, he is asking to bejiidged 
by very high standards. The creator: of 
Star Wars explains that one of hisiéast 
favorite fantasies is about what wilkiiap- 
pen when he dies. Perhaps, he said “he: 
will come face to face with God and hear. 
these words: “You've had your chance 
and you blew it. Get out.” a 

Terry Mattingly teaches commy- 
nications at Milligan rulers in Ten- 
nessee. 
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Wookie Here! 
Air & Space 
Does ‘Star Wars’ 


Srithsonian Exhibit Follows 
Re-Release of Film Trilogy 





By Jacqueline Trescott 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

The Spirit of St. Louis will soon be virtualiy 
tire-to-toe with Darth Vader and R2D2. 

The National Air and Space Museum an- 
nounced yesterday that it will mount a compre- 
hensive exhibition next fall to mark the 20th an- 
niversary of the movie “Star Wars.” In turning 
once again to a multimedia interpretation of a fic- 
tional space adventure, the Smithsonian’s most 
popular museum hopes to boldly go where it has 
been before by replicating the success of its 
“Star Trek” exhibition. That display, from Febru- 
ary 1992 to January 1993, drew nearly 900,000 
visitors and had its own volunteer force of 300 
people to help the hundreds who lined up before 
the museum opened each day. 

“Star Wars: The Magic of Myth” will be the 
first time a large group of the original props, art- 
work, models and costumes for characters like 
Han Solo and Jabba the Hutt will be displayed in 
one place. The artifacts of the “Star Wars” movie 
trilogy—the 1977 original plus “The Empire 
Strikes Back” (1980) and “Return of the Jedi” 
(1983)—have been stored in the California ar- 
chives of Lucasfilm Ltd., and only a few have 
been displayed in San Francisco and Japan. 








THE YEAR'S 


OBITUARIES 


‘NOVEMBER. Syne! 
coawcte ss mae . eon : {f as 
Lenard, 68, actor ‘best kriown as Sarek o} 
Vulean, father of Star Trek's Mr, Spock, Noy. 22 of 
- multiple myeloma.:. eo ig b gay ; 


Ladd. 
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STAR WARS, From D1 


“We want to celebrate the power 
that this fantasy has to capture the 
imagination of space flight,” said 
Mary Henderson, chairman of the 
museum’s art and culture depart- 
ment, who is organizing the show of 
250 artifacts. The exhibition is being 
underwritten by Bantam Books, 
which is publishing a companion 
text, and Lucasfilm, the company of 
the trilogy’s creator, George Lucas. 

“Star Wars” is the second-highest- 
grossing movie ever, behind “Juras- 
sic Park,” and both the filmmakers 
and the Smithsonian Institution hope 
the exhibition will tap into that popu- 
larity. 

The three films are being re-re- 
leased in theaters early next year. 
Lucasfilm has added previously dis- 
carded footage, digital special effects 
and spiffed-up soundtracks. Using 
the latest computer technology, Lu- 
cas has created new creatures and 
vehicles. “Star Wars” will be re- 
leased Jan. 31, followed by “Empire” 
on Feb. 21 and “Jedi” on March 7. 

“It is a mystery to us, the way the 
film has touched hearts and minds,” 
said Gordon Radley, president of Lu 
casfilm. He said the ability of “Star 
Wars” to “cut through language and 
geography,” as well as provide fami- 
y entertainment, makes it suitable 
for a museum exhibition. 

The material is also fitting for the 
Smithsonian, he pointed out, be- 
cause the props might be the last 
massive examples of pre-computer 
sci-fi movie artistry. “A lot of the 
special effects were done in a three- 
dimensional form. Today, a lot of 
this stuff gets done on the computer 
and the filmmakers only use some 
references in three dimensions,” said 
Radley. 

The plans for the exhibition, said 
the museum’s Henderson, include 
exploring the frontier myths that in- 
spired Lucas, as well as the age-old 


_ confrontation between good and evil. 


“We want to examine this space- 
flight fantasy as part of our late- 
20th-century mythology. ‘Star Wars’ 
is creative mythology; it uses a clas- 
sical ancient form of the hero’s jour- 
ney,” said Henderson. 

The “Star Wars” series follows the 
adventures of young Luke Skywalk- 
er, a couple of raffish smugglers 
(Han Solo and Chewbacca) and two 
endearing robots (R2D2 and C3PO). 
Skywalker discovers he is able to tap 
into a mysterious power called “the 
Force.” Soon he and the others are 
swept up into a galactic war pitting 
the good Princess Leia and other 
rebels against the Evil Empire and 
its foremost hatchet man, Darth 
Vader. While discovering how to 
harness the power of the Force, the 
heroes dash around the galaxy, drop- 
ping in ona multispecies tavern, es- 
caping from the headquarters of a 
sluglike criminal overlord and orga- 


nizing resistance ona planet populat- 
ed by teddy bear look-alikes, 

The Smithsonian exhibition’s de- 
sign is to be a traditional display of 
the filmmaking materials, not an in- 
teractive exhibit, A survey of visi- 
tors to the “Star Trek” show, which 


.Hendersoni alse organized, indicated 


that “the people loved the props, the 
models and the costumes,” said Hen- 
derson. “So this gallery will be 
crammed with stuff.” The compre- 
hensive exhibit will open next No- 
vember and run for a year. A small 
case of storyboards and costumes 
was installed two weeks ago and will 
remain on display until April outside 
the museum's “Flight and the Arts” 
gallery. 

a ea 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 2a) 

For scripts of the “Star Wars” 
trilogy, click on the above symbol on 
the front page of The Post's site on 
the World Wide Web at 
http://www.washi ngtonpast.com 
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Life stories 


“| was born in El Salvador and was 
still living there when Star Wars first 
opened. | was 7 years old. My’ family 
and | were just about to move to the 
U.S., and as much as Star Wars opened 
up a child’s imagination in the figurative 
sense, it also seemed to parallel our 
own move into a new world.” 

— Dr. Eduardo Lorenzana, Dalia: 
i a 

“*A jong time ago in a place not so 
far away, @ 10-year-old’s life was 
changed forever. Shortly before my 
grandmother's death, we took her to 
Houston for chemotherapy. One night, 
Star Wars was our escape from reality. | 
anxiously await my escape to that gal- 
axy once again.” 

_ od, Adam Rogers, Dallas 
Name game eee 

“Star Wars has dramatically 
changed my fife. My name is Luke, and 
so many people feel compelled, when- 
ever they are around me, to do their 
best Darth Vader Imitation. They start 
heavy breathing and they say, ‘Luke, | 
am your father.’ Over the past 20 years 
t’'ve heard this about 7,000 times, and 
it's just driving me nuts. To top It off, ev- 
eryone thinks that they’re the first to 
think of saying it to me." 

— Luke Lang, 31, Euless 


<< aPE READERS STRIKE BACK 


“With wide-eyed wonderment, my imaginings of hyperspace 
were realized by the Star Wars trilogy’s galactic cast. 
Entering the theater a pacifist, this oldster left a warrior, 
surrounded by the Force, ready to ignite her bedside light 
saber to fight for the way of the Jedi. Long live the prequels!” 


— Helen Skinner, 73, Dallas 


“I used to have trouble getting on 


Central Expressway. But now I just 
trust the Force. I close my eyes 
and floor it like Luke Skywalker 


would have done.” 
— Bob Banks, 39, Dallas 


Generations 
“loved Star Wars when it came out 
But it changed my life this year. My 19- 
year-old daughter loves it, and now we 
have something in common.” 
—~ Eileen Chordas, 45, The Colony 
a 


“when [first heard that Star Wars 
was going to be re-released, | immedi- 
ately was taken back to my second- 
grade year. Ona Sunday afternoon, | 
could not wait to leave church and rush 
to the theater with my father. {am tak- 


ing him this time.” 
= — Craig Barnes, Garland 


“Star Wars strongly connected with 
the boy in me, using Its wonderful, origi- 


nal characters, fast plot and awesome 
affects. it transported me from being 
earthbound into an exciting adventure a 
galaxy away, where Good really tri- 
umphed over Evil. And at age 55, the 
Force is still with me.” 

; —— Phil York, 55, Irving 

tt 


“Star Wars gave me great toys to 
play with. It gave me good movies to 
watch a lot.” 

— Allen Lockridge, 7, Hurst 
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“When I was 5, I had cancer. 
After every chemo session, 

my parents would take me to 

Toys R Us and I would buy a new 
Star Wars toy. It would help me 

forget about the spinal tap or 
whatever treatment I had to take 
that day. | have been in remission 

for 131/2 years. This year for 
Christmas, I got a new Millennium 

Falcon and the trilogy videos. 
The chemo memories have faded, 
but the fun of collecting Star Wars 

toys, watching the movies and 
knowing the Force will be with me 

always will never fade.” 


— Corey Tiner, Wilson, Okla. 


“In Star Wars, I learned to protect 
my world and don't let the bad 
guys rule. Obi said don’t let them 
get you. The Force means God is 
watching you always. Good guys 
rule!!! Bad guys drool!” 


— Doug Daniels, 6, Carrollton 








Royal treatment 


“As an impressionable preteen, Star 
Wars was one of my fairy tales. But in 
this tairy tale, the princess gets to be 
proactive in saving the kingdom. In the 
process, she wins over the bland, hand- 
some young prince and the sexy, rogue- 
bad-boy, all without feigning helpiess- 
ness or hiding her intelligence! Thats - 
the kind of princess | wantéd to be.” 
v4 — Elizabeth Curliss, 31, Dallas 


Career counseling 


“The first movie | ever saw at the the- 
ater was The Empire Strikes Back. Since 
then, | am enamored with Mr, Lucas’ sa- 
ga. awed by its magnificence. in fact, the 
trilogy inspired me to become a director in 
hopes of someday creating a film worthy 
of the respect Star Wars commands.” 

— Jason Folks, 19, New York 
University Film School 


Sound experience 


“Two words: John Willams. His highly 
successful music for the Star Wars films 
almost certainty rescued the full-orchestral 
film score from impending replacement by 
synthesized sound over the ensuing 20 
hood Williams’ music continues to in- 
spire and encourage my writing for lar 
orchestra and other media.” is ig 

— Randol Bass, 43, Dallas 


Stellar romance 


“While standing in line in a shopping 
mali to see Star Wars, my girlfriend 
dropped to her knees, grabbed my 
hand and asked me to marry her. We've 
been married nearly 19 years and | trea- 
sure Star Wars because it Is tied to the 
Please see ALL on Page 3C. 


Star Wars buff Allen Lockridge, 7, has watched the movie on video a 
zillion times, but he can’t wait to see it on the big screen. se 


Dave Smith photo 


Some readers told us the Star Wars trilogy touched many 
parts of their lives, affecting what they read, how they 
dressed and how they played. Dave Smith of Dallas wrote: 
“How has Star Wars affected my life? Just check out my 
Halloween costume, the Battle of Endor.” 


Lofty ideals “My hero is Luke Skywalker, and ev- 


| ___ “in college, my friends all considered FY day | try to become more like him. 
one’s powers yf the Star Wars triio- ae pep sey courage to do things 

gy script as a clear indicator of social and syn 4 ] Areegre coweri 
Status. ! was a disgrace to my Jedi com- der on AG el, Uiltry.’ When {am un- 
fades. Today, | actually understand @88, | just remember that fear, an- 
| what Jabba Is saying without reading ger and aggression are of the dark side, 





os and that helps keep me caim. I've also 
the site ra el D. Portman, 22, Dallas 8@N able to impress my friends with my 
~  eneyclopedic knowledge of the Star 
a. Wars reat og really opened 
| “When George Lucas gave us Star: UP & whole new life forme.” 
| Wars, he defined a generation. Part — Becky Budd, 16, Dentor, 
Western, part space opera, Star Wars'is a 
a classic family tragedy. My generation “Star Wars brought me to Joseph 
found Its modern myth. With The Em- Campbell. Joseph Campbell taught thai 
pire Strikes Back, myth gave way to In each of us is the hero. We are 


meaning, and when Yoda explained the strengthened by the belief that we 
Force, | was truly inspired, Nothing is would, when challenged, act as the he- 
a | impossible if one opens his or her mind, fo, That everyone around us would be 
i and with knowledge comes great pow- as noble, and as good just for being in 
| 


er. It was almost religion.” our presence. That our sacrifices would 
: = Edward C. Draganski, 31, Rowlett be for the good of the whole,-the all, the 
a Force." 


~— Paula Carlisle, 50, Flower Mouna 








"start of the most joyous earthly relation- 

Ship I have." \ 

— Stuart Brogden, Corintt, 
a 


“When you walk into m house, it is e: 
cloe to anyone wih aka ana Hubble telescope: An eye on the sky 
have three children. Actually, | have 
none, just one husband. In the four 
years that we've been together, our dat- 
Ing era has ended. He wants to Stay at 
home and watch the trilogy on TV every 
weekend. That has all changed now. | 
have three dates planned for this year 
— not my birthday, not our anniversary, 
« but Jan. 31, Feb. 21 and March 7. 
Thanks to Star Wars, | can finally go out 
Qn & real date again. Thank you, thank 
you, thank you.” 
ake —— Amy Payne, 22, Denton 
Toy wars 
“Star Wars was the center of my 
unlverse. From C-3PO cereal for break- 
fast to Han Solo sheets at bedtime, | 
was engrossed. Star Wars taught me 
what It truly means to be a consumer ir, 
. today’s world: Luke Skywalker action 
figures, Darth Vader kites, Chewbacca 
T-shirts, Death Star board games, R2- 


02 puzzies, and so much more.” 
— John Warner Ankeney, 25, Dallas 
a 


. 


“My son was 8 years old and loved 
Star Wars. The special effects fascinat- 
ed us all. We drove 21 miles every week 
to Burger King to get the Star Wars 
glasses; he had towels, sheets, blan- 
kets, bedspread, curtains and collected 
all the smail figures (which are very 
valuable today — we still have them 
all). Today, he and | are stilf big fans 
and very grateful we saved aif these 
Items."* 

—— Kathy Bradshaw, 51, Marshall 














NRIKE Luckeanh,Bean Gastro” 












BILLY, | KNOW YOURE EXCITED 
THE MOVIES BEING RERELEASED, 
BUT WOULD YOU PLEASE PUT 

AWAY YOUR STAR WARS TONS... 
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FROM SW CERTMY POINT OF VIEW 


NEWS BITS 


Lisa Cowan 
P. O. Box 5276 
Orange, CA 92613 


October 25, 1996 


As usual, I enjoyed SE #45, especially the Telephone 
Courtesy article by Susan Garrett. When I ran the fan club 
for Mark Hamill, I had fans try and get my unlisted phone 
number any number of ways. They would call the Post 
Office and say it was an emergency and they had to reach 
me. Luckily, the Post Office never gave in, but would call 
me instead. Some fans would manage to get the number 
and call me at odd hours, even at 4:00 a.m. They would 
usually want to know how they could meet Mark. Some 
even would say they were coming to Southern California 
and would I drive them to Mark’s house! Very annoying! 

When I got involved with the Tucker movie club and 
then published our book on the Tucker car, I ended up 
listing On The Mark Publishing in the phone book so fans 
can reach me that way. But since I’m not as active in 
fandom anymore, it’s not a problem. 

News bits: As most of you know, George Lucas is 
definitely going to direct at least the first of the three new 
SW films. Actual filming begins this spring in England’s 
Pinewood Studios. 

The dates of the original SW special editions re- 
releases keep changing. As of October, SW:ANH will 
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debut January 31st. 

A fourth Indiana Jones movie has been put “on the back 
burner” due to the busy schedules of Lucas, Harrison Ford 
and Steven Spielberg. The film is not dead, but pretty 
dormant. 

The three hour radio drama Return of the Jedi is now 
available at book stores and in many catalogs. Anthony 
Daniels is C-3PO and John Lithgow plays Yoda. 

Thanks for planning to run my Spart SW panel. I look 
foward to seeing it. By the way, Mythprint is back in print 
again. 

By the way, everyone please note that I have a new zip 
code, compliments of the US post office. Thrill. 


GO SEE STAR WARS! 


Chris Graham 

12062 W. Edinger 

Space 8 

Santa Ana, CA 92704-3820 


December 5, 1996 


First off, I saw the trailer for the revamped Trilogy last 
month. I liked the way it began with a small t.v. screen; 
it’s a very dramatic difference when it fills up the movie 
screen. The new scenes don’t seem as if theyll add much 
to the Story, but it will be nice to have the blue-screening 
cleaned up — what is that wiggly-wormy-thingy on 
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Palpie’s hood in ROTJ, anyway? But what am I blathering 
about? By the time you read this, the movies will be out. 
Put this down and go see ’em! 

Z.P. Florian: And maybe the Emperor convinced Darth 
that he was once Anakin Skywalker and that Luke was his 
son merely to test his loyalty: would Vader remain by 
Palpatine’s side or join with his “son” to rule the galaxy? 
Of course I don’t believe this for a minute, but... 

What’s “gafiated”? And where does it come from? 
((Ed: This is a fannish word that derives from GAFIA 
which stands for Getting Away From It All. It means that 
you've left fandom either temporarily or permanently and 
are no longer actively involved.)) 

Marlene Karkoska: Maybe OWK let Darth live because 
he killed as many Imps as he did Rebels. Of course I don’t 
believe this for a minute, either. 

1 don’t own a computer, but I appreciated your 
discussion of fan fiction online, anyway. Guess I'll just 
have to work harder, but first I must buy a CD player to 
play my SW soundtrack set! 

Matthew Whitney: I agree with you about Han’s 
“defining moment” is killing Greedo. I'd also like to add, 
if Greedo fired first, he’d have had to be an awfully poor 
shot to have missed Han at such close range! 

Marti Schuller: From one chocolate/SW fan to another, 
wouldn’t it be nice if they made SW chocolates, or at least 
SW character chocolate molds? (Don’t worry, Cheree, | 
won’t write anything X-rated about wanting to lick Han.) 
Are you listening, oh gods of marketing? 

“Reality was made by Hoover and sucks with industrial 
strength.” I want that on a plaque. 

Gerald Crotty: Your prequel outline was very 
interesting, but I have two nits to pick with you. First, you 
write “[Anakin] has Force abilities but doesn’t understand 
what they are.” This doesn’t fit with what we know of the 
only Jedi we’ve ever seen in training — Luke. When we 
first meet him, Luke has no inkling of his Force abilities, 
even though by Yoda’s standards he’s “old.” Luke has only 
inherited a “strength” in the Force and needs training to 
learn how to manipulate it. Even a Force-sensitive isn’t 
going to accidentally/spontaneously levitate a moisture 
vaporator, after all. Becoming a Jedi seems to require that 
another Jedi/Force-sensitive sense your “strength” and then 
train you to use it; doesn’t it? I’m open for argument. 

Also, killing the entire Jedi order because your wife is 
unfaithful is perhaps a tad harsh. :) What if Mrs. Skywalker 
were the Emperor’s daughter? (One hopes she took her 
looks and temperament from her mother’s side, though.) 

That reminds me, does anyone remember reading a 
prequel script circa 1983? I remember the brother of a 
friend of mine had one, but all I remember about it was that 
it was about Anakin and his wife, whose name started with 
an “A”. What was this?! ((Ed: J remember seeing this at 
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cons. Mrs. Skywalker’s name was “Arcadia” and the 
script was entitled “Fall of the Republic.” While it looked 
official, it was just the product of someone's imagination. )) 

John Fredericks: I just re-read the novelizations for the 
first time in a decade, and I noticed that in ROTJ Ben tells 
Luke he was going to tell him Vader was his dad after 
Luke finished his training on Dagobah, but that Luke ran 
off to Cloud City too quickly. Yoda adds, “Obi-Wan 
would have told you long ago, had I let him.” If you 
accept the novelizations as canon, this takes the heat off 
Ben and puts it on Yoda. 

Chery! Pryor: I liked your comment about Luke starting 
the new Jedi order “from scratch,” but it has a catch: with 
no knowledge of Jedi history, he wouldn’t know what 
mistakes not to repeat. 

Still, destroying the entire Jedi order as an “overhaul” 
smacks a bit of Noah and the Ark. And that brings me to 
another point: if Darth knew he had a son (an idea we 
cannot rule out) and presumed he would be Force- 
sensitive, then doesn’t it follow — as the Knight follows 
the Way — that he helped destroy the Jedi so that he and 
his son could restart the Order anew themselves? 

Suzanne Godsalve: The only reason I can see for Vader 
not sensing Leia’s Force abilities on the Death Star was 
that Leia had been blocking her mind against the mind- 
probe. In spite of his Force abilities, he couldn’t get the 
plans from her mind; perhaps she was still blocking herself, 
dampening her Force strength enough for Vader not to 
notice. I was about to add that she would probably 
naturally block her mind in the presence of this noted 
Force-user, but it occurs to me: how many people knew 
Vader could use the Force? It doesn’t seem to be any 
secret in the Empire, but do the Rebels know, too? 

Cheree Cargill: Thanks for reminding me about 
Threepio calling Solo “Han.” That’s an even better 
example of my point! 

Me: In re-reading the TESB novelization I noticed 
Lando’s aide was described as a “tall bald man” who “wore 
a radio device that wrapped around the back of his head 
and covered both his ears.” I had assumed he was an 
android because of the name Lobot (not used in the book) 
along with the mechanical way he opens his eyes. I do 
think it would be more intriguing if he were an android; 
considering most SW-humanoids’ feelings about 
mechanoids, it would be interesting to know what kind of 
life a human-looking android would lead in such a 
universe. Oh well. 

Tim Blaes: I wonder if one can pick up used lightsabers 
at antique stores across the galaxy? Kenobi says in the 
ANH novel: “At one time [lightsabers] were widely used. 
Still are, in certain galactic quarters.” Huh? 

And thank you for defending Han in ROTJ. Even a 
hero has his bad days. 
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Rich _Gawel: Thanks for the Campbellian reasons 
behind Ben’s decision. Makes sense. But then again, why 
does Vader say of Luke’s sister, “Perhaps she can be 
turned”? She’s not a Jedi yet. Of course he wouldn’t know 
that. 

Debbie Kittle: The ROTJ novel explains what the Battle 
of Tanaab was, but not how Han knew about it, which is 
the interesting part to me. I’d always assumed it was a 
battle they both participated in. 

Maggie Nowakowska and Cheree: Thanks for sharing 
your stories about finding SW fandom. I think a lot of us 
have had similar experiences. I met three of my best 
friends through fandom (though not sf-related), and even 
though I lost interest in those fandoms | still have the 
friends, who mean a lot more to me than any “collector’s 
item” ever did. 

Judith Klinger: Your comments about Palpatine 
intending to convert rather than purge the Jedi were 
interesting. It is possible he tried but only Vader 
succumbed. 

Maybe Force potential comes into being around 
puberty. In ST:TNG Deanna Troi Says a Betazed’s 
empathic/telepathic powers kick in during puberty, because 
one needs to know how to handle these abilities before one 
gets them; a baby wouldn’t be able to deal with other 
people’s thoughts rushing in. Maybe something similar is 
at work with Force-sensitivity. Yoda says Luke is “too 
old” because he thinks he needed training in light side vs. 
dark side philosophy before he had to make the choice 
which path to take. Ben, unfortunately, does not give him 
the philosophy behind the Jedi beliefs first, which sets 
Luke up for his struggles. 

Catherine Churko: I was surprised by Imperial fans, 
too, but I have to admit they really made me think. There 
are a lot of innocent people in the Empire who probably 
consider the Rebels “terrorists,” after all. It all depends on 
your point of view... 

Now on to the “question” segment of this LoC... 

Why does C3PO say “Thank the Maker”? (In the ROTJ 
novel he says to Artoo, “May the Maker bless you.”) 
Should we assume from this that the droids have a 
religion? (Like “Silicon Heaven” in Red Dwarf?) None of 
the humanoid characters — not even the Jedi — refer to a 
“Maker,” so where did Threepio get this concept from? | 
don’t think he meant a literal craftsperson. 

Where does Leia get all her clothes from? She changes 
clothes twice on Cloud City; the first time one could make 
the case that Lando supplied her dress (though suspiciously 
it’s in Republic-Jedi colors), but when did she change from 
this dress to the white outfit, during torture? And where 
does she get her Ewok village dress? Was she carrying it 
with her (why?), or did the Ewoks just happen to have it 
lying around? Do they have portable clothes replicators in 
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the SW universe? 

In a back issue of SE, I read discussions of whether or 
not Leia was a virgin. | think she was, but in any case, 
what about Han’s “needs”? If you accept the current 
Lucasfilm timeline, three years passed between ANH and 
TESB; I don’t think anyone believes Han was sleeping 
with Leia, so was he “going without”? Or did he look 
elsewhere? At the end of ANH the state of their 
relationship was too tentative for me to think he would be 
waiting for Leia. Were Leia and Han together enough in 
this time period that she would have seen him dating other 
women? And how would that have affected their budding 
relationship? Or did Leia really not know until Hoth how 
she felt about him? 

I’ve noticed several people refer to the Sith as Dark 
Jedi. Why? The books refer to Vader as “Lord of the 
Sith,” but that doesn’t necessarily imply that all Sith have 
Force powers. In the movies he thinks of himself as a Jedi, 
doesn’t he? Tarkin says “The Jedi are extinct. You ... are 
all that’s left of their religion.” 

How many people knew Darth Vader used to be Anakin 
Skywalker? No one ever meets Luke and says, 
“Skywalker? You’re not Vader’s son, are you?” And why 
would the Emperor want to keep Vader’s origins a secret? 
Seems like good publicity to me. 

How is the Rebellion financed? 

In a past issue of SE there was discussion of art in the 
SW universe. Did anyone bring up the half-circle 
sculpture on Cloud City, seen as Our Heroes walk to their 
lunch with Vader? Or is this thing just technology? 

What did Leia know about her real father? She was 
grossed out to find out Vader was her father, but she didn’t 
seem to be surprised that Bail Organa wasn’t. 

What would be the differences between training a Light 
Jedi and a Dark? The skills are the same, aren’t they? Is 
the difference that a Dark Jedi uses his powers for evil, or 
that a Dark Jedi’s powers are channeled through anger, 
fear, etc.? 

This is a weird question but it’s been bugging me for 
years: as Leia sneaks through Jabba’s Palace to free Han 
from the carbonite, she bumps into a set of windchimes; 
what are these chimes in the shape of? I think they look 
like Hutts. Maybe they’re Jabba’s version of naked- 
women mudflaps? Or have I just seen this movie too many 
times? 

I’ve been thinking about Luke seeing his face under 
Vader’s helmet in the Dark Tree on Dagobah and I have 
yet another theory — is it because Luke sees himself as the 
“good inside” Vader? That the body/armor is an 
““Husion,” and that when that dies, the good /Luke will be 
redeemed? Furthermore, is that why Ben wants Luke to 
kill his dad? Kill the body/save the soul? 

I recently watched The Nun’s Story with Audrey 
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Hepburn on cable, and I noticed that as a nun her character 
was supposed to cut away her family ties — she was not 
allowed to write them letters, visit, etc. Could this be why 
Vader doesn’t keep his son? Did Palpie tell him he 
couldn’t love anyone more than his Master? 

In the ANH novelization it says anthropologists thought 
Jawas had once been human. Huh? 

Needa says of the Millenium Falcon, “No ship that 
small has a cloaking device.” I’m no physicist, but it seems 
to acommon layperson like me that it would be easier for 
a smaller ship to have a cloak than for a larger one to do so, 
because a small cloak would require less power. Help! 

I finally read Shadows of the Empire and | liked it. 
Xizor: superstrong, super-rich, and irresistible to the 
opposite sex; is there an equivalent male term for “Mary 
Sue”? “Marv Stu,” maybe? 

I’d like to leave you with a quote from the ROTJ 
novelization: “A feeling of fullness, of power, of dark and 
demon mastery — of secret lusts, unrestrained passion, 
wild submission — all these things were in Vader’s heart 
as he neared his Emperor.” Vader/Palpie?? 

Happy 1997, everyone! 


THE RIGHT TIME TO KILL VADER 


Matthew Whitney 
1003 Allen Street 
Springfield, MA 01118 


December 27, 1997 


I hope everyone had a joyous holiday season as well as 
a far more stress-free past few months than I’ve had. In 
my last LoC I mentioned a ton of changes in my life, 
specifically a new teaching assignment, that I was going 
through. Well, nothing prepared me for the load of *** 
that my duties would require. Prepping for teaching a 
whole new schedule was nothing next to the frustrations 
involved in the department chair duties. On top of that I 
enrolled in two night courses, both with killer workloads, 
plus took the GRE exam in preparation for beginning a 
master’s program. My head is spinning! Fortunately, I’ve 
got a generally really nice batch of students this year and 
the night classes I took, though difficult, were rewarding. 
By next issue I should have a clearer picture on where I'll 
do grad school. I’m applying to one school that I really 
want to get into, but do have a fallback option. 

Onto the really important issues. . . 

The trailer for the SWSpEd is terrific! The FX look 
neat (though I think I’ ll miss the original approach to the 
DS FX). Just seeing SW on the big screen, even only as a 
trailer, literally brought a tear to my eye and made me 
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realize it must be at least 10, maybe 12 years since I saw 
any of the films on a big screen. With how closely the 
films are being re-released, it looks as if we'll be living in 
the theaters all winter. Fine by me! 

Lisa Cowan’s “SW as Fairy Tale” was a terrific article. 
Thanks for the reprint, Cheree. It brought home one of my 
major reasons for being so obsessed with SW: the layers 
and depth of the story. Like many fans, I was guided 
toward Joseph Campbell’s writing after learning Lucas had 
drawn from him for inspiration. That branched into other 
pursuits and spilled over into other fandoms. In a large 
way it “legitimized” my devoting so much energy toward 
what others would dismiss as silliness. Also, due to my 
age at the time, it deepened my appreciation for ST when 
I went back to look at that series. So, I’ll be eagerly 
looking forward to the rest of this series of articles. 

Cheree, I can see how you might feel caught between a 
rock and a hard place in re whether you should add your 
own LoC to the discussions. Do feel free to add as many 
parenthetical comments you want, though. They are 
always welcome! 

Picking up on one of those comments and the topic 
Marlene Karkoska was discussing: the right (?) time to kill 
Vader. I’m strongly reminded of Gandalf’s comment that 
Gollum might have a role to play in the War of the Ring 
that none could foretell. I do think OWK manipulated 
Luke into facing Vader, but do not think he had a chance 
to kill the Sith Lord aboard the first DS. When he set out 
to disable the tractor field, he clearly knew Vader was 
aboard and that the two would meet in a duel to the death. 
Next, in the saber duel, OWK was not toying with him nor 
was he fighting a defensive battle to gain time. Each was 
out to kill the other, but the arrival of stormtroopers altered 
this plan. Kenobi saw that he would not be able to make a 
quick escape if he did defeat Vader and surely knew that 
Luke would not abandon him. Since the survival of Luke 
— OWK’s hope for restoring the Jedi — was his prime 
motivator, he cast aside his plan to destroy Vader and 
offered himself up as a sacrifice. This had a two-fold 
benefit: distracting Vader from pursuing the others and 
while also freeing Luke to escape the DS. 

I do not think it was clear that Kenobi could defeat 
Vader at the time of ANH. Analyzing their skills (and 
making a major assumption that Ben was not using the duel 
only to delay and distract Vader from Luke and the others), 
I don’t think Ben showed a clear advantage in technical 
skill. As much as I love the scene for its drama and 
emotion, I would rather not nitpick the swordsmanship of 
either actor. Sir Alec is a brilliant actor, and it is acting 
that sells this scene, not his deftness with a sword. I think 
it was Dave who played Vader for these scenes (I know in 
ROT] Bob Anderson did most of the saber/stunt work), and 
his performance was necessarily constrained by the 


1 reer 


physical skill of his opponent. So, even if they wanted to 
bring a master stunt double in for Dave, he would still have 
to scale down his performance to match Guinness. That 
said, I think the film tried to convey the struggle as a 
Virtual even match. Each got in some good moves, but 
neither had an upper hand. The duel would have gone on 
for some time if not for the arrival of Luke and the others. 
Thus, I do not think OWK passed up an opportunity to kill 
Vader — he was trying to but events “forced” him into a 
different action. 

What if OWK did not sacrifice himself? Would Luke 
have taken a pot shot at Vader, essentially shooting him in 
the back? I think not since it would have been a decidedly 
dishonorable act, totally out of character for Luke. He 
would have known Ben would not have approved, and one 
of Luke’s major motivations at this Stage was the approval 
of Kenobi. Han might have (whoa boy, here comes the 
hate mail). Han’s motivation would have been kill-before- 
being-killed, just like wasting Greedo. While I am casting 
aspersions on the ethics of our heroes, I wonder if Luke 
shot any of those troopers in the back? Probably not, but 
only because his shout of denial caused them all to turn. 
He certainly was not concerned with the chivalric code at 
that moment, though. 

Did the stormtroopers arrive on Tatooine only after the 
opening space battle? I think there was a local garrison 
who were either reinforced from the Star Destroyer or 
officers were sent to coordinate the search. The troopers 
showed up at the escape pod site aboard dewbacks, which 
I assume is native to Tatooine and may have been utilized 
by that local garrison. It would be unlikely that fresh 
troops went down to the planet and made a first stop at 
Hertz Rent-A-Lizard. So, I’d wager all or nearly all the 
troopers we see on Tatooine had been stationed there, 
much like our nations station troops at all their satellite 
holdings. 

Gerald Crotty: Your wonderings about the prequels, 
specifically that Mrs. Skywalker had been suspected of 
unfaithfulness, would make a great approach. It would add 
a terrific, Othello-like tragic element. 

John Fredericks: You’ve got to convince your wife that 
SW/ST/media ties are not only “tasteful,” they are 
definitely in current style. I’ve got loads of “accountant” 
ties, but it is the media ties that buys me points with the 
kids as not being a “stick in the mud.” Look at all the 
modern art influenced ties out there, can SW be worse? As 
a testament of how far we’ve come, I’ve even started 
seeing “media” ties in traditional mall stores rather than 
just at cons or in catalogs. Fun stuff! 

Chris Graham: Why would Luke want to join the 
Academy Biggs went off to? I’ve always assumed this to 
be tied to the Empire. It could be a “Merchant Marine 
Academy” and thus a civilian institution. Even SO, with the 
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strength and pervasiveness of the Empire it seems logical 
that any academy that trained space pilots would be either 
controlled or guided by the Empire. Luke wanted any 
ticket off Tatooine that he could get his hands on, and if it 
meant selling himself into Imperial service for a three-year 
stint, or some such arrangement, so be it. Many a student 
who has graduated from my school and straight into the 
military has done so without a drop of patriotic blood. 
Some have even been vocally anti-government, but were 
willing to put up with the system so long as they got their 
vocational training, college money, or just out of their 
current environment — whatever their agenda. Some 
might have even thumbed their nose at the government as 
they walk away from the service, flaunting that they used 
the system for their own ends. I’m only stating my 
impression of the way things are. Further, that this is 
possibly paralleled in the SW universe does not bother me, 
and could well be Luke’s motivation. He has no love for 
the Empire but could be willing to sign up to get off 
Tatooine. And maybe he naively thinks his presence in the 
Imperial ranks would make a difference. 

Which leads me to . . . we’ve often debated the reasons 
why the Empire is viewed as evil, of what actions is it 
guilty of pre-ANH to warrant being overthrown? My 
question is: What of this evil nature would Luke have 
known of? If the Empire is so all-powerful that they can 
control thousands of worlds, I’d doubt they’d advertise 
their atrocities and would have the means to keep under 
wraps whatever information they chose. (Nazi Germany 
did not advertise blatantly the details of the holocaust.) 
Luke’s anti-Imperial leanings could well stem from a harsh 
tariff policy and the arrogant, bully-boy actions of the local 
stormtrooper garrison. So, his wanting to join an Imperial 
academy could be looked at though his provincial eyes, 
rather the more galaxy-wise vision of a Leia, Han, Mon 
Mothma, and so on. 

Could this also explain Han’s supposed military 
background? 

Tim Blaes: Haunted lightsabers . . . Cool idea! They 
could be infused with the evil, dark side aura of their 
former owners. Question: how many dark siders were 
there? We know of Darth and Palpatine, and I guess the 
pro-novels are introducing others (I’ve read VERY few of 
these — So many books, so little time). My take on it is 
that the Jedi were overcome by treachery and numbers, but 
not an equal force of dark siders. 

Debbie Kittle: Re the TESB Hallmark calendar, no — 
I only got the ANH 96 version. I’m currently shopping for 
a 97 calendar, and may get one of the SW ones on the 
market. I did finally see the 3D Falcon puzzle at a store 
called Media Play. This is a book, video, music, computer 
super store. Talk about one stop shopping! Between it and 
the HUGE new Barnes & Noble in my area, I’m definitely 


going to go broke! 

General comments on CGI FX: like many I prefer the 
realism that can be conveyed with really good 
model/miniature work. The aforementioned ANH scene, 
when the X-Wings approach the DS and “lock air spoils in 
attack position” is FABULOUS — and any reworking for 
the SpEd is going to damage it. Sure, George was limited 
on the number of ships he could put in frame, but the 
“effect” that was achieved was that we were seeing just the 
first few of a large squadron preparing for the battle. Our 
imaginations supplied the rest of the “visuals.” More is not 
going to be better. That is what I think CGI is good for: 
filling out large shots, while models are far better (at least 
now, at this point in the evolution of the technology) for 
details. 

Neither technology is perfect, and any of us could point 
to dozens of shots in any of the films that are flawed. The 
key, however, is that very few of these flaws were 
noticeable until we’d seen the films a few times and could 
let our attention wander from the story to the details of the 
FX. This shows why I’ve never been a fan of 
Harryhausen’s films. I respect him as an animator, but the 
films are (IMO) so dreadfully bad in terms of pacing, 
dialog, and above-all the weak performances turned in by 
the actors that I find them virtually unbearable. 1 don’t 
think the reworkings of any of the three SW films will turn 
out like this — where the revamped FX overwhelm the 
stories. Hopefully, George has not grown to love the 
technology so much that it clouds his talent as a story 
teller. 

I'd certainly not planned to end on a pessimistic note, 
but there it is. So, I will restate that I am breathlessly 
looking forward to seeing the films again in the theater! 
For me, it is already the film event of the decade — and I 
plan to feel like a little kid all over again. 

Follow the Force! 


SORTING OUT NY LIFE 


A. G. Steyn 
Paul-Ruecker-St. 69 
47059 Duisburg 
Germany 


December 15, 1996 


I’m back. For those who missed me (and the vast 
majority who didn’t): I had to sort out my life and 
therefore skipped a LoC in the last issue of S.E. 

How I’m doing? Hm, fairly well, all things considered. 
Crashed my car into a billboard at the local filling station 
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while trying to maneuver backwards. My rear wheels got 
on wet grass, lost their grip, the car jumped back way too 
fast and WHAMMO! 

Unfortunately my insurance only covered the (minor) 
damage done to the billboard. The repairs on my Ford | 
had to pay out of my own pockets: DM 6115 !!! Excuse 
me, but now I have to scream. EEEeeeeeeeaaaaaahhh!!! 

Had a great time in the US, visiting a lot of wonderful 
fellow StarWarriors: Ming, Minky and Leanne Wingo. 
Thanks, pals! You’ve all been wonderful hosts. 

Went to see the Omnimax show on special effects at the 
Reuben H. Fleet Space Theater in Balboa Park/San Diego. 
And while there was nothing surprisingly new about the 
way these spfx were done (we’ve all seen it before), it sure 
was nice to see some glimpses of the new scenes for ANH. 
And to see the Falcon make the jump to hyperspace on the 
giant half-domed screen (with an almost 3-D effect) was 
something else! 

And now... 

Marlene Karkoska: Aside from not being hooked up to 
the Internet (and will not be for a very long time to come), 
I must admit I do not really like the idea of turning out 
stories via the net. There is already enough piracy in the 
fanzine business. How can we make sure that stories are 
not stolen or willfully distorted by mean-spirited folks? 
Computers make manipulation a cinch. 

Oh yeah, glad you liked my “Surprise...” story. Thanks. 

Gerald Crotty: Yup, you got it, pal. Fully agree with 
your view on Han in ROTJ. What made him sit next to 
Her Highnessness like a little lapdog? Where did his spunk 
go? And about ROT) in general: If I had been asked on 
how to enhance that movie, my suggestion would have 
read: 

(a) drop the Ewoks 

(b) get rid of Max Rebo 

(c) let Boba escape from the Sarlacc and take after 
Han — now in an act of personal revenge. That would 
have added another dimension to the battle on Endor: Luke 
fighting Daddy and His Imperial Shrivelfacedness on the 
Death Star, Lando battling the Imp Navy in Space, Leia 
and Chewie battling the ground troops on Endor... and 
everybody’s fave Corellian running for his life — and 
finally (backed into a corner) battling everybody’s fave 
bounty hunter. Many possibilities here... Why didn’t 
Lucas see them? 

Jerjerrod ... Jer..k... Man, you got a sick mind. You’re 
my kind of scum — tasteless and inventive. Welcome to 
the gutter, honey. 

About the Brits not looking good... I stand corrected. 
I plumb forgot that we did see Jeremy Bulloch in a double 
role (Boba and an Imp Lieut) — and I do like his looks. 
Handsome fellow. Too bad they keep putting that 
Mandalorean bucket over his head. 
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Summer Movies: Twister had one great line... “That’s 


no moon, it’s a space station...” That killed me. 

Chris Graham: Uh, I do not think that Yoda, by saying 
about the Force “Life creates it, makes it grow”, did try to 
express that the Force is created by life, but rather the 
opposite: that life is created by the Force. 

Remember, Yoda spoke with a peculiar grammar. 

OK, and here comes a (admittingly very sleazy) “what 
if’ regarding the breaking-up between Anakin and Ben. 
What if Ben had more than just a religious interest in the 
young man he was training? What if Kenobi, thought of as 
a pious old monk living in celibacy, was actually suffering 
from the Michael Jackson syndrome? What if he just 
couldn’t stand the thought of Anakin lusting for a gorgeous 
woman and maybe even planning on having a real family 
of his own? Yeah, I know it’s far out and certainly not 
what old man Lucas has in mind for his prequels, but it 
would make for an awfully interesting storyline... 

On the subject of 3PO: The silver leg may just be an 
indicator that the droid has not just rolled off the assembly 
line but has been through a lot of action in his “life”. But 
other questions remain... like the one about his eyes, or 
why he yelps “ow!” several times during the trilogy. Does 
he really feel pain, or is that a humanized reaction 
programmed into his systems that automatically kicks in 
when there is damage done to him? About the 
stormtrooper blast blowing him into his component parts: 
Could it be that the makers of the droid already foresaw 
some raw action for their products, and hence 
manufactured a hull that would conveniently break at 
certain points, making reassembly a cinch? 

About the academy: If we follow the scource books, 
then the academy is definitely Imperial. But maybe the 
Imperial Army / Navy does draft the best of the bunch into 
the service after they have completed their education? All 
Biggs (and Tank, and Luke) wanted was the general 
training, after which they probably wanted to hire on with 
the rebellion (remember, Biggs planned to jump ship and 
had already made arrangements, according to the radio 
version of ANH). 

Rich Gawel: Regarding HF... I’m glad you’re here to 
tell us these things! Hey, the person who called in on that 
show about “P... with celebs” was a typical guy. A girl 
would never waste her time making notes on such 
insignificant things as “wiggling”. We want to know the 
essentials... 

Uh, yeah — Dear Ed is right: the guy you saw on 
Babblestar Ponderosa (Bucko’ s dad, Chameleon) was Fred 
Astaire. But yes, he could easily have come from Corellia. 
Must be a big planet.... 

Debbie Kittle: 1996 was pure horror! And if 1997 
doesn’t get better, I’Il shoot myself (and that’s a promise). 
And I do not want any blizzards. Keep’em in your house, 
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dearie! 

Makes sense someone like you should come up with a 
carbon freezing chamber. Brrr! You Wampa, you. 

OK, gotta run. Sorry, but this LoC can’t be any longer 
(do I hear Dear Ed yell hooray?). 

I owe several of you guys letters — and I will write 
them soon. Promised. 

Looking forward to hearing from you folks in the next 
SE. 


THE YEAR OF STAR WARS 


Debbie Kittle 
11521 Idlewood Rd. 
Silver Spring, MD 20906 


January 25, 1997 


It is hard to believe that by the time the next issue of SE 
comes, we’ll have seen the re-release. I can hardly wait 
not only to see what they’ve done but just to see it on the 
big screen. 1997 is going to be the Year of SW!! 

Taco Bell, Pepsi, Pizza Hut are all doing promos. I 
think it’s great just to see it all having missed it the first 
time around. 

I took the plunge right before Xmas and bought WebTV 
So now not only can I get e-mail (my address should be in 
with the others) but can now cruise the WWW and I’m 
loving all this instantaneous communication even overseas. 
Now onto the letters. 

Marlene: I’ve told Mary Jo about all the pleas to return 
but so far, she’s not budging. She’s on-line regularly and 
checks out the fanfiction pages. Maybe you should contact 
her directly. 

As you stated to Gerald “Jabba doesn’t look fat enough 
or ugly enough.” 

I think the years from ANH to ROTI were unkind to 
Jabba and he became that way by the time ROTJ happened. 
I’m really looking forward to that new Han and Jabba 
scene. 

Matthew: Glad you were able to get the math teacher 
job. 

I’m sorry that the “Infinite Visions” SW/ST con was 
such a bust for you. | agree that they should’ve advertised 
about the autographs (they didn’t for us either) but we only 
had two SW guests and luckily, I had already seen all the 
ST ones. 

We also opted for regular seats but Dave’s invitation 
was met by no resistance on our part nor did security 
intervene. 

Though there were a decent amount of people there, it 
wasn’t a mob scene, so our Trek guests gave regular 


seaters an autograph. Infinite Visions should’ ve stated all 
those things up front to avoid disappointment, frustration 
and anger. 

Cheryl: Rumors? Never! Only the truth. Boy, did 
you just skip over the DragonCon bit! For all you 
National Enquirer people — Cheryl spent quite a few long 
hours with his Dark Sithship and unchaperoned at that! 

No trick photography. If I could, I’d have a photo of 
me and you know who! 

Suzanne: Glad to see you in the pages of SE. I’ve 
gotten and read the third Blackfleet book and thought this 
guy let us down quite a bit in the form of story and 
characterizations. 

Chris: Too many questions and not enough time or 
paper. But you did bring up some interesting points like 
“teleport”. I’ll just add comments on a few: Jabba knew 
Luke was coming because of the holo R2 played. I think 
I read that the Millennium Falcon has 3 cybernetic-type 
brains that are linked together causing confusion at times 
and it seems to fit since the ship seems tempermental. 

I think Darth Vader found out via spies about Luke but 
wanted to keep it a secret hoping to confront him before 
Palpie found out. 

For anyone interested in coming to the Air & Space 
Museum SW exhibit later this year and next, please write 
or e-mail me at some point. I know I’ll probably be there 
at least monthly or more and would be happy to meet some 
of you and take you on a tour or help with hotel 
reservations. I can’t wait for this to open. The mini 
exhibit they had was nice. They had some 12 McQuarrie 
prints on display as well as R2, C3PO and a trooper in a 
glass case. 

‘Til next issue when we discuss TESB and ROTI , Fly 
Casually In The Force. 


BOYCOTT PRO CONS 


Pat Grant 
2343 N. Cedar St., Apt. A 
Holt, MI 48842 


Gee, once again I have missed sending an LoC for an 
issue. It seems like I always go to write my letter and 
realize I’m at least a month past deadline! Where does the 
time go? Well, there are a couple of comments I want to 
make in reference to issue #45, so I’ll do that now, and 
then respond to #46 as soon as it arrives. 

First of all, I want to thank everyone for their well- 
wishing on my recovery. The neck surgery went well. In 
fact, it was technically called out-patient surgery, which 
surprised the heck out of me. I was kept in the hospital 
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only over night, for “observation” and sent home the next 
day. I was off work for 2 months, though. It was very 
boring and wreaked havoc with my finances and budget, 
but all-in-all everything went well and, boy, was I relieved 
when they took the final x-ray just one week before MWC 
and told me I’d healed well and wouldn’t need any more 
surgery. There was a chance I was going to be in the 
hospital during the convention. Thank God for my mutant 
healing ability! 

Well, only some brief comments from issue #45: 

Marlene Karkoska: Sorry to hear you didn’t like Before 
the Storm. 1 couldn’t disagree more. | thoroughly enjoyed 
this book (and the second book, Shield of Lies). And I felt 
he did a great job with characterizations. Why did Leia get 
to be so unpopular? I think you missed something. Leia 
still had quite a large group of supporters. She simply had 
a couple of people in high positions who were against her, 
who had hidden agendas of their own, and who were able 
to convince a lot of people to see things from their point of 
view. And right at the beginning, she had Nil Spaar 
purposefully causing things to happen to make her look 
bad. Politics can turn ugly — look at our own elections. 
And when the opposition can’t find skeletons in your 
closet, they do what they can to create them. Leia became 
unpopular due to political maneurering. Also keep in 
mind, this situation will surely resolve in the third book. 
I’m sure Leia will come off back at the top in the end. As 
for Luke — why not become a hermit? I found myself 
thinking the same as you at first, but I have to say, he 
makes quite an argument. If Luke “comes to the rescue” 
every time they want him, or if he is simply there by their 
sides all the time, how would they ever reach their own 
achievements? People would never push themselves to 
their limits because they wouldn’t need to. And I can see 
Luke’s need for solitude. Also, keep in mind here, he is 
voicing his opinions and beliefs at the time. Nothing 
remains as it is forever. After a time I am sure Luke would 
begin missing his friends and family, and after he is sure 
they no longer would expect him to fix their every 
problem, he would eventually begin making visits again. 
However, I do agree with your comment about the Solo 
kids. I really don’t like the way anyone writes them. (And 
I hate their names!) 

I highly recommend these books! (And many of you 
know how much I’ve disliked the other professional books 
out there.) I find these books refreshing and exciting. If 
you are into court intrigue, military politics vs. 
governmental politics, evil enemies with no redeeming 
value, and great battle scenes, these books are for you. 

John Fredericks: I agree with you and Maggie about the 
lack of Lando in virtually everything pro and most fan fic. 
However, if you haven’t read the books I just mentioned 
above, you might want to check them out. Lando plays a 
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major part in them. The action in the books is divided 
basically into 3 areas and Lando is the center of one of 
them. 

A._G. Steyn: Regarding your comparisons of SW 
locations to real world locations, I think Hoth would be 
more comparable to the frozen arctic, closer to the poles 
than to Alaska. Of course, we didn’t see the entire planet, 
but what we did see would make me think it is totally 
frozen over all the time. Alaska actually is quite beautiful 
and has lots of trees and greenery. And Dagobah could 
either be the Florida Everglades or the Louisiana swamps. 
And regarding the zoology of Hoth, I don’t understand 
how anything could be native to that desolute world. I 
realize that the Wampa had to be, but how could it exist? 
What would it eat? I don’t believe that taun-tauns were 
native. I think the Alliance may have brought them in. 
But maybe they were native. Again, what do they eat? 
Somewhere along the food chain there has to be 
herbivores, and I didn’t see any sign of natural vegetation. 
Is it possible Hoth has a seasonal rotation and the Alliance 
simply got stuck there during winter? Perhaps the 
herbivores store their food in internal food sacks and live 
“off their fat” throughout the winter. The carnivores of 
course could continue to hunt and eat the herbivores. | 
never have liked the SW stigma that each planet has one, 
and only one, type of weather and vegetation. Why should 
Earth be unique in its planet-wide diversity? 

Ye Editor: Ha ha ha! I laughed for several minutes 
after reading your response to my comments on what to 
call SW fans. Ha ha ha ha ha... 

Matthew Whitney: Geez, you were 15 when ANH 
opened? God, I feel old! I can’t help laughing, though, 
whenever this subject comes up and I see the looks on 
people’s faces when I tell them I graduated from college 
the year before ANH opened! I run into this more with my 
group, Forces of the Empire, of which most members are 
closer to your age and younger. (We have 5 members who 
were born in years after ANH opened!). I’m glad there are 
plenty of SE writers in my generation! ((Ed: This morning 
one of the attorneys at the law firm I work for was talking 
about SW. She commented that she was 8 when SW came 
out. I answered that I was 24. I'll be 44 on March 1. Do 
you feel like a dinosaur, Pat? I do sometimes!)) 

Catriona Campbell: I find myself agreeing with a lot of 
what you have to say, and I must say that I really identify 
with the comment, “In some ways, though, I feel lost in 
this new SW galaxy...” Me, too. I feel like, even though I 
don’t like them, I now have to go buy all the books and 
read them, just so 1 know what everyone else is talking 
about. I feel like here we are, the “older” fans, who have 
been around writing stories, putting together zines and 
running clubs, and keeping the Saga alive all this time, and 
now a whole new generation has come along, stepped in 
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and taken over, and changed everything. I guess I feel sort 
of ... obsolete! *shudder* 

Tim Blaes: You’re such a riot! Imagine ... Luke using 
the Kaiburr Crystal as a paperweight! Ha ha ha! Geez, I 
can almost see it! 

Your Beauty and the Beast/Gargoyles crossover sounds 
great — if anyone ever writes it, I’d love to read it! How 
about this for a crossover: Kindred: the Embraced/X-F iles, 
or how about Highlander/X-Files? You know, Scully and 
Mulder are sent to investigate the scene of a couple of 
headless corpses... ((Ed: Did anyone catch that hilarious 
Simpsons/X-Files episode? We nearly laughed ourselves 
sick! I’m just sorry I didn’t tape it! You can bet the old 
VCR will be humming when it comes back in reruns!)) 

Gerald Crotty: YES! GIVE CHEWIE A MEDAL! 

Rich Gawel: I loved your comments comparing SW and 
X-Files. Yes, ’m also an X-Phile. 

Louise Turner: I really loved meeting you at MWC! 
And I’m glad you enjoyed the Cantina. Will you be back 
next year? I hope so! 

Okay, my copy of issue #46 arrived today (1 1/30) so 
now, onto #46: 

Z.P.: I think it’s sad, but I agree with you. It will be 
hard to please most of us (regarding the next movies). On 
one hand I feel sorry for Lucas... We’ve all developed 
such ideas of how things were in time before SW:ANH — 
count the number of fans and that’s how many different 
preconceived ideas there are — that he is going to have as 
many people dislike the movies as those how like them. 
On the other hand, it’s his own fault for taking so long to 
do them that he gave us the time for our imaginations to 
run wild. I’m going to try to go in with as open a mind as 
possible. In fact, I plan to rewatch the entire trilogy the 
day before I see the first new movie and then go into it 
trying to take ONLY what happened in those movies with 
me. 

Yes, I swear ... there was an interview with Carrie 
Fisher in TV Guide and in the interview she did say that 
Lucas asked her to help write the scenes with Luke and 
Leia’s mother. Carrie has become quite the author lately, 
and I guess he feels she would have some insight into the 
character and do a good job writing her. Didn’t anyone 
else see this article? If someone keeps their TV Guides and 
has this interview (Carrie was on the cover, I think), I’d 
love to get a photocopy of it. ((Ed: I'll verify this! I read 
it, too! I can just see Luke and Leia’s mother in a violent 
argument with Anakin. “I did not lift my skirt at the 
Enclave meeting! Obi-Wan Kenobi just made it TWIRL 
up!”)) 

Marlene Karkoska: I agree that I’d like to read what 
Cheree has to say in the pages of SE. I enjoy her 
occasional comments and would love to hear more. 
(Cheree, I understand your feeling that an editor should 








stay in the background as a moderator and not dominate 
the conversation, but since SE is the only letterzine of its 
type that I get, or even that exists to my knowledge, where 
else can we hear from you? Why not take a vote? I vote 
that you shyould include a LoC from yourself in any issue 
you choose. At the very least, don’t feel guilty about the 
comments you put in... We Jove them!) 

((Ed: Okay, I'll try to stick a LoC or at least an 
editorial commentary in now and then. Would you believe 
that sometimes I don’t have time to write to my own 
letterzine? I’m a terrible correspondent! Meanwhile, you 
can look forward to my usual running-off-at-the-brain 
comments inserted here and there.)) 

Gee, I wish ] had the ability to go on-line! It sounds 
like you are all having so much fun! I am not on-line yet 
but hope to be someday. There is a chance I might be by 
next June. You mentioned that it was interesting that most 
on-line authors use stuff from the pro-novels and most 
fanzine authors don’t. I have a theory about that. Fanzines 
have been around since the movies came out and the 
authors are used to writing with only the movies in mind. 
Even new writers, who will read a few zines before 
submitting a story, will tend to write in a similar vein. 
Whereas the on-line services are quite new, and as you 
said, most of them have never heard of a fanzine. So the 
only post-movie literature they’ve been exposed to is the 
pro-material and so they have all the new mateiral fresh on 
their minds and go with it. 

I’m glad to hear you liked Shield of Lies. 1 was 
dismayed to hear all the negative comments about the first 
book, as it was the first pro novel I’ve actually liked. And 
I have a feeling that all the things people had problems 
with in the first book will be resolved by the third. I, too, 
am looking forward to it. 

Thanks (and to Debbie Kittle, too) for clearing up for 
me that TRU is “Toys R Us”. I guess I should have figured 
that out, but I’ve just never heard it called that before. 

When I said that Kenobi may not have killed Vader on 
the Death Star because he didn’t feel the time was right for 
it, I meant that he must have felt there would be much 
more impact and effect from his death if he left him for 
Luke to deal with. But, I like Cheree’s comments on the 
subject, which take my idea a bit further and really make 
more sense (see, Cheree, we need your comments!). 

You make a good argument for Tatooine being a 
remote rimworld. 

Regarding your comment to Debbie Kittle, I agree that 
we all need to respect one another’s viewpoints and to be 
more tolerant. I know I can be quite opinionated myself, 
but I hope everyone realizes that while I am being excited 
and exhuberant about voicing my views, especially if they 
are in contradiction to someone else’s views, that I still 
respect their views, and I expect them to voice their 
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disagreement with me! While I enjoy spouting my 
viewpoints, I’d be the first to admit that I don’t necessarily 
believe that “I’m right and you’re wrong.” Besides, in 
disagreement, things we’ve overlooked can be pointed out 
to us, and so we learn. 

And I, too, miss Mary Jo Fox. 

Matthew Whitnev: As far as the novelizations not being 
canon, how can they not be? Now, I’m not speaking about 
all the novels out on the market, only the novelizations of 
the three movies. They are pretty much just the movies in 
written form, but by being the nature that they are, they 
contain more information than you can squeeze into two 
hours on film. And besides, the first novelization Star 
Wars was written by George Lucas himself, so it had to 
mesh with his plan at the time it was written. The quotes 
I mentioned the last time were from that book, and were 
written by George Lucas. 

No, I would not want to see SW done in the 50’s as far 
as bad FX would go. I believe I had referred to the fact 
that there were some wonderful actors at the time whom | 
think would have been great in the parts. The comment 
was a continuation of a discussion about Gene Kelly. But 
you’re right, it would be awful with those tacky 50’s FX! 
((Ed: Okay, let’s think about casting a 50's version of SW. 
Particularly with 50’s sf stars, not major movie stars — 
Leslie Nielsen as Luke Skywalker, Anne Francis as 
Princess Leia (in short, revealing costumes), Walter 
Pidgeon as Obi-Wan Kenobi, Robby the Robot as C3PO. 
Okay, folks, help me out here. I’m short on names — think 
Earth vs, the Flying Saucers, Them!, It Came from Beneath 
the Sea, The Deadly Mantis, Tarantula!, and all those 
other wonderful bad black and white sf movies. I was 
thinking Forbidden Planet when I cast the four above. 
Let’s have your favorites!)) 

I share your disappointment with pro cons. Your main 
complaints were with “Infinite Visions” but I feel as 
strongly about Creation Cons. This “IV” does sound really 
bad though. You’re right — all any of them are interested 
in is the Almighty Dollar. At Creation Cons the stars were 
only signing photos you buy at the convention. I’ve never 
run into the regular vs. preferred tickets. It seems like this 
is their way of saying “If you’re a real fan, you’ ll pay extra 
and get their autographs.” I find this ludicrous and can’t 
believe the stars we know and love are going along with 
this! Many fans earn poor salaries and it takes everything 
they can save just to afford the expense of tickets and 
hotels, not to mention the outrageous entry fees, and then 
to have to shell out more money for pro photos or preferred 
tickets ... it’s really sad that fandom has come to this. The 
fan run conventions are becoming fewer and farther 
between, and they’re the only ones worth going to. I miss 
the days of walking around a con and bumping into your 
favorite star, say in the dealers’ room, and being able to 
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actually alk to them. As for autographs, if there are just 
too many people at the con to sign for all of them, why not 
schedule two or three autograph sessions, and hand out 
(free) tickets to each one so that you can attend only one 
session, and that way it would shorten the lines and give 
them a break in between. 

The pro cons are fulfilling their goals of taking over. 
I no longer will attend them. I boycott them. No loss, 
they’re not much fun anyway. I think if more fans would 
boycott them to the point of nearly putting them out of 
business, then and only then would they listen to our 
complaints. The Dollar talks. Boycott pro cons, no matter 
who’s the guest! And be sure to write the stars with your 
complaints. If they began to get lots of mail on this, maybe 
they’d start backing the fans too. Unfortunately, many of 
the fans are new to fandom, and have never been to a fan 
run convention, and don’t know what they’re missing. So 
they probably wouldn’t want to get involved in a fan-wide 
boycott. 

] agree, it is going to be great being back in the theaters 
with SW films again (well, by the time this issue of SE 
comes out, it will have already have happened)! In fact, 
this past Friday we went to the threater for the opening of 
Star Trek: First Contact and there was a huge standee 
advertising the coming release. It really warmed my heart 
to see it! 

Marti Schuller: So you’re also a Hercules and Xena fan. 
Me, too! Have you seen any of the latest in that line of 
shows — Sinbad? | like it too, although not quite as much. 
They’re all a lot of fun. And in regards to Cheree’s 
comment, | also love Dark Skies. Millennium is growing 
on me, but I don’t feel like a fan yet. The other show I’m 
really enjoying is Poltergeist: The Legacy. Although I 
think they should just shorten the title to The Legacy, | 
realize this has been around on cable for a while, but I 
didn’t have cable until recently, so I’m new to the show. 
I Jove it! Anyone else? What, if anything, ties it to the 
Poltergeist movies? I didn’t like them, and almost didn’t 
watch this because of that. But it is quite different and 
very enjoyable. If it has nothing to do with the movies, 
then they should definitely shorten the title. 

Gerald Crotty: I agree that the Emperor developed his 
ugliness by overuse of the Dark Side. That’s always been 
my pet theory, although I enjoy hearing other peoples’ 
ideas on this. I think Ian McDiarmid should also be cast as 
Palpatine in the next movies. Only since it is earlier in 
time, we should see him as looking more human-ish. (Hey, 
Ian, less makeup!) 

Sorry, I can’t help you with the name of that time-loop 
novel you mentioned. I’ve not run across it. If you like 
stories dealing with time, I still highly recommend the two 
I mentioned last time. I think you’d really like them. 

Regarding your comments to Catriona: Would Luke 
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feel the deaths of those on the Death Star? When Alderaan 
was destroyed, you’ll remember that Luke didn’t notice 
anything. Only Ben caved in. I think it was because he 
was so well versed in the ways of the Force. I don’t think 
Luke felt anything at the destruction of the Death Star in 
the first movie anymore than he did for Alderaan. But, by 
the third movie, I think he would have felt the loss of the 
lives on that Death Star. Although, and please refresh my 
memory on this as I haven’t (gasp!) watched the movies in 
quite some time ... Was the DS in the third movie not 
equipped with only a skeleton crew of sorts since it was not 
completed (even if it was fully functional)? Granted that 
even a skeleton crew on that thing would probably number 
in the thousands. 

John Fredericks: You asked how long was OWK on 
Tatooine? I hope that’s a question that will be answered in 
the new movies. Who knows? I’ve always had the idea 
that OWK went there to take the baby Luke to Owen and 
Beru, and that he had decided to stay there, out-of-the-way, 
yet ready to run to the rescue if anything did happen while 
Luke was growing up. | think his sole purpose in life at 
that point was to be there as Luke’s protector and eventual 
teacher, because he did see Luke as being their “only 
hope.” I think he could stay remote because he would 
know through the Force if Luke’s life was ever in danger. 

Chery! Pryor: (And I know there was at least one other 
person who mentioned this, but damned if I can find the 
comment now!) So you think the bake sale would be a 
good idea? How about a joint SE/FOE bake sale. I? 
advertise it in our newsletter as well. Anyone who wants 
to take time to bake something right before the con is 
welcome to come over to my place (my house is literally 
about 3/4 of a mile down the street on the same side of the 
street even, as the con hotel) and we can have a baking 
party on either Tuesday or Wednesday night (or both) — 
Thursday night I’m sure we all want to be at the hotel. If 
anyone is interested in this let me know and Ill organize it. 
Half the final proceeds could go to SE and half to FOE. Or 
we could keep separate sales totals for each group. There 
is one problem, though. We would not, after all, be able to 
do it in the cantina or in any convention function space. 
Hotel rules forbid the use or sale of any food or beverage 
items not bought directly from the hotel in those areas. 
Therefore, we would need someone with a room willing to 
donate their room for this activity. If necessary, we could 
limit it to a one-day event and put up posters. Just for fun, 
we could even give if a funny name, i.e. “The Retired Jedi 
Ladies Baking Guild Bake Sale” or something like that. 
Any ideas? Because of time limits, any ideas or comments 
will have to be sent to me personally instead of waiting for 
the next SE issue, so that we can organize this in time if 
we're going to do it. I will check with the girl running the 
dealer’s room and dealer’s hall this year to see if they’d 


have any objection to us doing this, without having to pay 
for a dealer’s room fee. I'l] point out that FOE is already 
paying for a dealer’s table in the dealer’s room. | think SE 
is too (Cheree, let me know asap if this is the case). And, 
if we only do it for one day, I don’t think they’d have any 
objections. So let me know your ideas — especially if you 
want me to organize baking parties at my place and when. 
And I especially need a volunteer for a room in which to 
hold it. ((Ed: Contact Judy Yuenger about the possibility 
of holding the sale in the SW Dealer’s Suite. This might be 
an ideal place. Judy? And I’m not sure yet if I'll have a 
table this year or not. We hadn’t planned on coming this 
year so I didn’t pre-register or anything, but now it looks 
as if Katy and I will come. So, I’m running a bit late on all 
the setup.)) 

Cheryl Pryor, Suzanne Godsalve, (and a few other 
people as well): In regards to various comments about 
Luke in Before the Storm, | think you’re possibly seeing 
him in too much of a two-dimensional light. He would 
have many sides to him as we all do. Look into your own 
lives. Have you ever been so overwhelmed by some 
project, inundated with demands on your time and energy, 
so much so that you’ve become “burned out” and had to 
get away? Possibly not even caring anymore whether that 
project ever got completed or not? I think this is the state 
that the author was trying to portray Luke as being in. 
When you reach that state, all you can think of is getting 
away. As Luke saw it there were others equipped well 
enough to take over for him. Luke left, with all intentions 
of never returning. But just because that was his intention, 
that doesn’t mean that he wouldn’t come back. Even if this 
thing about looking for his mother hadn’t come up, I think 
eventually he would have begun to miss his family and 
friends, and he would become bored. He simply had acted 
on the spur of the moment and voiced feelings and 
opinions he felt strongly about at the time but which surely 
would have changed later. I honestly believe that all the 
problems everyone seems to have with the 
characterizations in the first book are already being 
resolved to a point in the second book and will be 
redeemed in the third book. Give the story a chance to 
finish itself. I think that all the author has been doing in 
these books is taking the characters and smacking them in 
the face with “real life” events, and wrote about how they 
would handle them. In the situations portrayed, I feel he’s 
done a great job with them. And I especially like his 
handling of Lando and Lobot. 

Chris Graham: Did Ben ever try getting permission to 
train Leia since Owen objected to him training Luke? IMO 
—no, I don’t think he ever even considered it. I base this 
opinion on the infamous line “That boy is our only hope.” 

Tim _Blaes: Well, about my Highlander RPG, I’ve 
shelved the project for now. I heard awhile back that 
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Fundercastle Games was going to put one out (finally). 
Then when I got my program book for Gen Con, it was 
listed as a premiering game and there were trial gaming 
sessions you could sign up for. Unfortunately, I was 
unable to attend the convention so I don’t know if they 
followed through on this or not. Nor have I seen a copy 
anywhere in any gaming stores. So until I find out if there 
is a pro game or not, I don’t want to do anything more with 
mine. Of course, if they do have one out but you can’t get 
hold of it, what use is it? In that case, I'll do mine anyway. 
I planned on just doing it up like a zine and selling it at 
conventions. I°ll be happy to bring my own personal copy 
of my game to MWC if you want to take a look at it. I'd 
even be willling (provided I can find the time) to run a 
game of it, if for no other reason than to get opinions on it. 
And you can feel free to play that sword swinging warrior 
nun if you really want to! As for it being expanded to 
other fandoms, I don’t think so. It is pretty precise in 
dealing with things like the Quickening and all that. As for 
the determining of a character’s age and immortality, 1 
suppose you could double it as a RPG for, say, Forever 
Knight. Yes, player characters can just be about anything 
immortal or mortal. I figure you could have a gaming 
group composed of an Immortal and his mortal 
“sidekicks”, i.e. Highlander when Duncan’s friends were 
Richie and Amanda. 

I’m sorry to hear about Harlan Ellison’s having heart 
trouble, especially having to have quadruple bypass 
surgery. I may not like the man, but I wouldn’t wish that 
on anyone and I hope he recovered well. 

Gee, I guess I’ll have to work on that SW/Oz play now! 
You can gladly have a part in it. If I do get it done, there 
will be plenty of parts for everyone. Now, I’m not 
promising anything but I will try to finish! 

Regarding Leia and her not allowing herself emotional 
relief, I’d like to make a comment. We all deal with grief 
in our own ways. We don’t even know ourselves how we 
are going to react until it happens and each circumstance is 
different than any before it. In my own life, I’ve never had 
to deal with grief strongly, as I’ve always had a firm belief 
in the afterlife. I know I will miss them, but I also know 
that they are in a much better place and that I will see them 
again. I have no doubts in that. I got through my mother’s 
death with slight grief reactions, and I made it through my 
father’s funeral pretty much the same. I had to. I was the 
one in both cases who had to hold the family together, I 
made all the funeral arrangements in both cases (and I was 
only 15 when my mother died), so I had to be strong, and 
my beliefs helped a lot. So I have full understanding of 
how Leia was capable of holding up under the stress, 
although I realize her loss was immensely larger than mine. 
However, I was surprised by just what grief can do to you. 
I was working at K-Mart at the time of my father’s death. 
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About four months later, when I was pretty much back to 
“normal” life, I went to help a customer one day. The man 
looked a lot like my Dad. He asked me a question and I 
couldn’t answer. I went into a sort of state of shock. The 
poor man must have been terribly confused. I wasn’t 
thinking it was my Dad, I knew he wasn’t. But I was 
completely not in control of myself. I was told by my 
doctor that it was my mind finally allowing itself to grieve. 
(And in true K-Mart fashion, they wanted me back at work 
the next day. In fact, they didn’t want me to leave that 
day!) So, I’m sure that at some point after ROTJ, Leia 
would deal with her grief, whether she allowed it or not. 
Once shock, and responsibility (I have a job to do and 
they’re all relying on me) has worn off, grief will come, 
bidden or not. 

Rich Gawel: Glad to find another Highlander fan. I’ve 
never seen the Victoria’s Secrets commercial. Any chance 
you'll be at MWC next year? If so, could you bring the 
tape so I could see it? I’ve heard a lot about it. And, yes, 
1 also think that actor on BG was Fred Astaire, although 
it’s been a long time, so I wouldn’t swear to it. 

To everyone: Have you seen that K-Mart TV 
commercial with Rosie O’Donnell and Penny Marshall 
where Rosie has Darth Vader make a pass at Barbie? It’s 
hysterical! (“Come to the Dark Side, Barbie.”) Hey, Tim, 
there's a cross-over for you! 

Maggie Nowakowska: Hey, if you ever dig up that 
article comparing SW with Oz, please make a copy for 
me? (Beg, grovel, whine...) I'd /ove to read it! ((Ed: 
Check the clippings section of this issue, Pat. I may have 
what you're looking for.)) | have to say that Oz was my 
first fandom. When I was a small child in grade school, 
some of my friends and I used to play it on the playground. 
I was usually the Cowardly Lion. And in the second grade, 
we did a puppet play of the original story (which had lots 
more characters) and I was the Ball of Fire version of the 
wizard. I can’t remember being that obsessed wth 
anything before that. 

Judith Klinger: Kenobi is already known to have said 
on at least one occasion, “...from a certain point of view.” 
I think he was the one who felt that the ends justify the 
means. Therefore, I think that if in truth as Cheree 
suggested, that Ben knew that the only way to defeat the 
Emperor was for Vader to do it, with inspraition from 
Luke, then he would not see committing suicide in order to 
steer Luke in the right direction as being Dark-sided in the 
least. Perhaps hatred didn’t play a part in it at all. He’d 
simply seen one path to the destruction of the Emperor and 
this was the way to put Luke on that path. 

I like your idea that Palpatine perhaps at first intended 
to use the Jedi to his own ends and that the bureaucrats and 
politicians were possibly so in fear of the Jedi that they felt 
total eradication was the only solution. Perhaps also they 
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felt that if Palpatine did win the Jedi over to his side, this 
would make him too powerful and they wanted to keepa 
semblence of control to themselves. 

Cheree: You mentioned that your “illumination” came 
from Star Trek. Well, having been in the 7th grade when 
ST first aired, ST was also my first fannish interest (not 
counting Oz as mentioned above because I was so young 
at the time. We only played out the story and didn’t create 
our own Oz stories.) Anyway, a much younger friend of 
mine recently asked me what it was like being a ST fan 
back then during the time it was being aired for the first 
time. I told him — speaking for myself, of course — it 
was much different than now. You just didn’t let people 
know that you watched, much less enjoyed, the show. The 
kids in schoo! would simply taunt you endlessly. They 
would embarrass and humiliate you the best they could. 
As I recall, most fans, at least those of school age, were 
pretty much closet fans. We didn’t have the vast fan 
groups to go to for moral support and intelligent discourse. 
That didn’t really start up until the mid-to-late 70’s. 
Luckily, I was in college by then and found a small group 
of like-thinkers. 

((Ed: I think I must be a year older than you, Pat. I was 
in the 8th grade when ST debuted and I was immediately 
taken with it. During the three years it was on, it was okay 
to watch and like it, but once it went off. I began to be 
ridiculed for still liking it. I remember how excited I was 
to find the first James Blish book in a local store, but it 
took me quite a while to work up the nerve to actually buy 
it, for fear that the salesclerk would make fun of me. I once 
made a friend of mine go into a toy store and buy a model 
kit of the Enterprise for me because I couldn't bear any 
questioning by the sales staff, By 1972, I felt I was the last 
living ST fan in the world, and it was about then that 
fandom took off and I haven't looked back since. Fans 
today can't imagine how secretive and circumspect you 
had to be in those early days. I'm so glad things have 
changed. )) 

Well, I guess that’s all for this time. There’s a lot more 
comments I’d like to respond to but this is quite long 
enough as it is. I do want to say just one more thing, 
though, to Cheree. I love all the articles and cartoons and 
stuff you put in SE. I wish we could do the same in our 
newsletter but we get it printed at Kinko’s and they are 
copyright infringement-paranoid (they’ ve been burnt in the 
past), so they refuse to make copies of anything cut out of 
a newspaper or magazine. Meanwhile, I can enjoy reading 
these things in your pages! 
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Hi everyone, and a happy New Year to all of you! 
Although with the Special Edition’s release only a few 
weeks away, I trust that everyone’s as happily excited 
about it as I am. Seems like the proper way to start the new 
year. :) 

Z. P. Florian: Curious, that you found the ROTJ finale 
depressing — I felt the same way, but nobody else seemed 
to have that kind of reaction. I think you’re right: it’s the 
struggle and the conflict that inspire, not the ultimate 
victory. And in this case some solutions came about a little 
too smoothly — as if someone had chosen to ignore rather 
than answer a number of intricate questions raised in the 
trilogy. 

I’m not sure about the impossibility of friendship 
between teachers and students (personal bias involved 
here: two of my closest friends used to be my students). 
Anyway, I always assumed that Obi-Wan and Anakin had 
been friends before Kenobi became Anakin’s teacher. I can 
imagine a young (reckless and passionate) Anakin who 
can’t start the training fast enough and keeps pleading with 
his older friend — already a full Jedi — to teach him, 
appealing, perhaps, to a streak of arrogance in Kenobi’s 
personality. 

I never thought of the black clothes Luke wears in 
ROTI as something of a traditional Jedi uniform. Maybe 
the prequels will establish a background for it, but I think 
the black color itself is too reminiscent of Vader. My 
answer is that Luke is making a statement by choosing 
black: he acknowledges his descent with it, and the very 
fact that he deals with it openly points to his determination 
to make a difference. (And, after being raised within the 
symbolic systems of Western culture, I can’t help but see 
black as the color of mourning.) 

Goodness, I hope you’ll lose control of the horses again 
soon! That storyline you’ve drafted in your answer to 
Amanda sounds like a whole bunch of fascinating stories 
could come from it... 

Marlene Karkoska: Thanks for all the Internet info. (I 
wish I had more time to search the net for SW material — 
there seems to be so much.) Interesting, that net writers 
use characters from the pro novels while fanzine writers 
generally don’t. Do you have any explanation for that? 
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Lando: Actually, I always found it surprising that Leia 
and Luke were almost instantly ready to forgive him. 
Although we never really saw Luke and Lando interact 
anywhere in the movies (excepting the brief moment at the 
end of TESB when Luke says good-bye to Chewbacca and 
Lando over the comlink), so we don’t really know how 
Luke feels about Lando’s betrayal. 

I couldn't help noticing that all your comments 
regarding an unmarried Luke finished on “Jess” (childless, 
loveless etc.) — which makes it sound as if singlehood by 
definition involved the loss or lack of something. What 
about the things to gain by staying single (and in Luke’s 
case, I suppose the Force has a few rewards of its own to 
offer)? Reversely, how about the things you give up getting 
married, having children? I don’t think that without a wife 
and children, Luke must necessarily be a “slave to duty”, 
and I certainly wouldn’t equate unmarried with loveless. 
Luke is walking the borders between... well, the spiritual 
and the material world, I suppose, and he probably needs 
attachments that will keep him moored to a human level of 
reality — but who says that the person offering that kind of 
balance must necessarily be a wife? 

I agree with your comments on Luke having a 
somewhat unfavorable self image, and I don’t think that’s 
surprising. After being totally caught up in developing his 
Jedi abilities since he was — what? eighteen? — his 
perception of himself must be totally dominated by it. 
While experiences acquired through Jedi training could 
lend him tremendous confidence, this also makes him 
different, and he must be very aware of it. Few people are 
going to approach him like the guy next door, many will 
implicitly or explicitly treat him like a curiosity, with 
worship or mistrust, never on a “normal” level. All of 
which could contribute to a sense of deficiency wherever 
ordinary human communication is concerned. 

I wonder about your characterization of Luke as 
“likable, open, optimistic”... Well, likable is beyond 
dispute, I think, but for the rest I’m not too sure. Even in 
ANH, Luke didn’t come across as someone with a 
generally optimistic attitude. (What about lines like “ll 
never get off this rock” / “I can’t go with you to Alderaan” 
— ) He’s optimistic about his piloting skills, but Leia’s 
show of affection bewilders him (obviously, he’d never 
expected her to like him). Actually, it struck me that Luke 
has an amazing degree of confidence in some areas, and 
little or none in others. (Which ties into the above, re his 
personal self image.) The optimism he displays when he 
tries to convince Yoda of his readiness to begin the Jedi 
training always seemed a little desperate to me. And 
doesn’t Yoda censure his lack of optimism later on (“I 
don’t believe this” / “That is why you fail”)? Not to 
mention the “soon I will be dead” line in ROTI. 

As for “open”: By ROTI, Luke is definitely keeping his 
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own agenda. When he decides to seek out Vader he doesn’t 
tell anyone except Leia. In fact, after TESB he never tells 
anyone anything about his recent discoveries. I think this 
is a major instance of Luke’s development (and a plausible 
one at that): Vader’s revelation on Bespin must have 
shattered his trust in appearances and other people’s 
advice. Additionally, he finds himself in a unique situation 
even Leia can’t share entirely. 

Am I beginning to make him sound neurotic? | didn’t 
mean to... still, his teachers pretty much tied him up in a 
nasty double bind: “You must never become like your 
father.” / “You must be like your father” (in order to 
confront and kill him). Palpatine obviously got the hang of 
that, too; he keeps pointing out that whatever Luke does 
will lead him to the dark side. Luke’s ultimate solution 
then is to do nothing. (There’s enough there to breed 
neurosis...) What the ultimate effects will be depends on 
whether you want to consider the Force a healing power or 
an additionally disturbing factor in Luke’s life, I think. 

Matthew Whitney: To show that Greedo fired first is a 
major cop-out! Somebody’s trying to turn Han into a PC 
hero, no matter how much this deforms the original 
character. And you’re totally right: that scene was a 
defining moment for Han. | positively loathe the notion of 
any tampering with it! Incidentally, if you’ve read The New 
Rebellion, you may have noticed that the author’s pushing 
hard to bring the same idea across: On Smuggler’s Run, all 
those grungy smugglers keep saying what a nice, decent, 
essentially good guy Han has always been. Even Lando 
joins the chorus after a while — and I began to picture a 
rather sickening, sugar-coated Han... (Apart from that, I did 
enjoy the book.) 

Marti Schuller: By now, everybody will have said it — 
but I didn’t see Luke kill any Gamorreans either. He just 
choked them a little, violated their minds so they’d let him 
pass — nothing seriously nasty. ;) 1 don’t know if anybody 
else got the same notion, but I used to think that Luke 
privately enjoys this opportunity to finally put his powers 
to use in Jabba’s palace. I thought I could see the 
occasional flash of arrogance filter through his humble 
repose when he goes to confront Jabba. 

Gerald Crotty: No, it wouldn’t have improved Han’s 
character if they’d killed him off in ROT], but I suppose 
the pure shock of such an event would have wiped out the 
memory of his lapse. Emasculated? Now here’s a helpful 
thought to explain what happened to Han during the torture 
session... :) In any case, I’m glad they let him live, 
emasculated or not. 

I had a laughing fit over your suggestions for an 
alternate pronounciation of Jerjerrod. (Which reminded me 
that there’s a droid named Bollux in Daley’s Han 
Solo-novels. And here’s me thinking I’m the only one with 
a warped mind.) Seriously though, I think you were right 
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to point out Jerjerrod’s looks: he had a strangely 
melancholic air about himself and could have been made 
into an interesting character. 

John Fredericks: I’ve already said a lot about Luke’s 
hypothetical family life, so I'll keep this short... I think 
there are basically two possibilities of looking at it: either 
Luke will absolutely want children of his own to be the 
father he never had for himself, or his rather traumatic 
experiences will prevent him from having children. 
Personally, I can’t imagine Luke becoming a dad, simply 
because he seems so self-sufficient by the end of the 
trilogy. I’m afraid I never found his desire for female 
companionship very prominent either. He worshipped Leia 
(I suppose the entire Rebellion worshipped her), but he 
doesn’t even bother to say good-bye on Hoth (he’s leaving 
for Dagobah and apparently doesn’t tell anyone). After 
that, the question doesn’t really arise again. 

Suzanne Godsalve: Your comments about Vader not 
noticing Leia’s Force potential on the Death Star made me 
reconsider the issue. As Gerald Crotty mentioned, it was 
never established that Leia is indeed the “other” Yoda 
refers to: this is merely Luke’s inference, and Leia never 
displayed any Force talents in the trilogy. What if she 
doesn’t have any? Okay, Luke tells her she does, but he 
never discussed that with Ben, he only brings it up on 
Endor (and rather obviously to soften the blow to come: 
“my sister has it” is Luke’s way of telling her she’s Darth 
Vader’s daughter). So, has Luke felt her Force potential, or 
does the kinship merely suggest to him that she should 
have it? (To take speculation even further: what if Leia 
isn’t his sister at all? All Ben had to say to Luke’s sudden 
insight was something like “your feelings do you credit” — 
whatever that means. Alright, but now I’m shutting up 
about this.) 

Any general opinions on whether Force abilities are 
necessarily passed on within families — anybody? I tend 
to think of a Force talent as something more volatile than 
a DNA code being passed on according to the general 
genetic laws. And here’s another (related) question: Does 
the Force need to be passed on genetically exclusively? 
Couldn’t such a talent simply “pop up” without 
(biologically) tracable origins? Or, for a more moderate 
view, could it lie dormant and skip several generations? 
(Where do all those new Force-talents in the pro novels 
come from anyway?) And how do we know Anakin was 
actually married to the mother of Luke and Leia? Chris 
Graham mentions that Lucas said so in an interview — but 
does everyone here consider Lucas’ Statements canonic? 
Okay, I have no doubts whatsoever that the prequels will 
have them married — | guess I’m just opposing the 
assumption that if a couple has children, they must 
necessarily be married. 


Chris Graham: I enjoyed reading your thoughts on 
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celibacy. I don’t think there could be a general rule for Jedi 
to stay celibate either, although there is a strong ascetic 
streak in the teachings of the Force. It simply seems as if 
some Jedi — like Ben and Yoda — chose a secluded 
(apparently celibate) life due to their very particular paths 
and experiences. And who’s to say the same couldn’t be 
true for Luke? 

The more I think about the fall of the Old Republic, the 
Jedi purge, etc., the more the time scale escapes me. The 
movies always made me feel as if these things had 
happened many generations ago, while now the Empire 
seems to have been established within Anakin’s lifetime. 
(I don’t suppose we can assume longer life-spans for these 
people, can we?) 

If Ben decided against training Leia as a Jedi (assuming 
she does have the potential), perhaps the very instances 
you mentioned prompted that decision. Unlike Luke, Leia 
has already developed a distinct personality which might 
make her less susceptible to Jedi training (“unlearn what 
you have learned”). She’s highly passionate about her 
ideals and totally determined to do whatever it takes to 
bring down the Empire — all of which might place her in 
greater danger of falling to the dark side, in Ben’s 
perception. 

I keep wondering about the general knowledge of the 
Jedi, too. Like you said: several instances make it sound as 
if Jedi knighthood were considered esoteric and quaint. If 
the New Republic were to reinstate the order, I suppose 
they’d have to start a major campaign first. 

Did Luke say “teleport”? Gee, I never noticed. That 
would mean he’d been watching Blake's 7 rather than Star 
Trek, however. (I know I would have noticed if he’d said 
“I wish someone would beam me off this rock”!) 

Since you brought it up: How do we know Jabba can’t 
have sex with a humanoid female? Perhaps Hutts use their 
tongue to... well, never mind. But there are sexual 
undertones in Jabba’s interaction with Oona and Leia. 

Luke’s failure at the cave: What an interesting 
question... I guess Luke was supposed to confront “Vader” 
unarmed — then again, if he’d gone in unarmed, perhaps 
his vision would have been something else entirely. In any 
case, I keep thinking that Yoda was trying to determine 
whether Luke was ready to confront the truth about his 
father and himself. 

Tim Blaes: Personally, I’m not much of a continuity 
freak, regarding the consistency of the pro novels and 
comic books. If that’s what it takes to raise the standard of 
writing, I’d gladly do without continuity. I think the 
imperative to keep all the novels consistent within a given 
timeframe severely limits the writer’s imagination (both 
Barbara Hambly and Vonda Mcintyre have written 
interesting material ouside SW, for instance, while I found 
their SW novels disappointing). But I suppose you’re right, 
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and the pro novels have acquired an authority of their own, 
whatever Lucasfilm says — at least outside the fandom. 
Within, nobody seems to accept them without reservations. 

Rich Gawel: I’m sure there will be lots of suggestions 
for Han’s heroic death in ROTJ which, fortunately, never 
came to pass... Here’s mine: Han could have gone after 
Luke when he surrendered himself to Vader — to get even 
after the rescue from Jabba's palace — and Palpatine would 
have used his death to turn Luke to the dark side. (Probably 
the reason Luke never told Han where he was going. :) 

On a different subject altogether: I agree that guiding 
students towards independent thought is the greatest 
challenge in teaching, but I don’t really consider such 
independence of thought a matter of intuition alone. The 
point for me is to waken people’s curiosity, encourage 
them to ask questions rather than expect definite solutions 
to every problem — which seems to be a matter of cultural 
restrictions more than anything. Or maybe I just want to 
believe that, to keep up the optimism... 

Maggie Nowakowska: I think the reason why our 
present gender stereotypes sometimes get transferred to 
SW is that we saw so preciously few women in the trilogy 
(and, to be sure, Han’s machismo adds its share). Leia is 
more or less a woman on her own, and the mere fact seems 
to speak for itself. That is to say, if all the women of that 
galaxy (or even only Alderaani women) had Leia’s 
toughness, self-assurance, and fiery temperament, we could 
expect to see more female pilots, mechanics, political 
leaders. All the more I was disappointed to see Leia slide 
back towards a more traditional image of femininity by 
ROTI. But perhaps we can blame it all on the Empire and 
assume that Imperial policies actively blocked women’s 
paths into traditionally male domains — ? 

Cheree: I honestly don’t see any reason why you 
shouldn’t add your comments to the conversation — and 
I’m sure everybody would love to hear them! 

Planning the 50th issue of SE for MediaWest ‘98 
sounds like a great idea. Hope I’ll be able to attend 
again.... 


BACK AGAIN! 


Ming Wathne 
437 Via Roma 
Santa Barbara, CA 98110 


February 2, 1997 


Hi Cheree and all, hey, 1 am back — well sort of. The 
doctors think (well they think they think) it is a generalized 
neurological disorder akin to arthritis. In other words I 
hurt!!! Enough that I have been spending about half of my 
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time curled on a couch or in bed. Not exactly conductive to 
keeping older muscles or bones in good condition. Bottom 
line is I will have to have a series of injections. The 
addendum to that is the injections can have some bad side 
effects — so this has to be handled verrrrrrry carefully. 
(OK — with me this is not a new problems — this is what 
has become known as the Ming syndrome.) Anyhow just 
wanted to let you know why I have been slow to answer 
letters and such, and in hopes I can do better in the future. 
((Ed: We're so sorry to hear that you've been ill, Ming! 
Best wishes for a good recovery!)) 

First, as of this writing have not seen the new film 
release. I was in a small town on Maui when it came out. 
And the local movie did not have it to show — and nearest 
place was several towns away. So I just watched the TV 
ads and salivated. 

Nora: Okay, let’s blame Debbie — And I am going to 
put a curse — eternal snow and cold weather where she 
goes and she can have my portion. I think she is to blame 
for the unending rain we have had here. I have to have 
someone to blame. I hate cold wet weather. 

Lucas and the technicalities. Well, I do not think any 
of us believe Lucas is going to settle on the story idea in 
the new pics. From the squibs of ideas that have been 
dropped, we are back to developing juveniles (a twelve 
year old girl). After all Luke was a cute kid, but Luke was 
20 years old and we went from there. 

Going back a bit, fandom being a breeding ground for 
hatred... Well hatred usually does not really need a 
breeding ground — the underlying problem is lack of 
understanding in most cases. And that unfortunately does 
not mean understanding the person, but understanding 
where that person is coming from. Which is an entirely 
different thing. 

I am not going to get envolved in the child name and 
such again. I have developed such a dislike for the pro 
books I have to admit I am really biased. I am definitely 
fed up with cardboard-nanny Hans, humorless and 
continual angst Lukes and idiot Leias as well as Mary Sues 
who rescue the hero and bed him. I often wonder if the 
people who wrote these have ever seen the movies! 

Well enough for my little note this time. In hopes I can 
catch up next issue, keep well all and enjoy the remakes. 





ON-LINE F@N FICTION 


Marti Schuller 
415 S.E. Annette 
Lee’s Summit, MO 64063-3403 


January 6, 1997 


I hope everyone enjoyed a healthy, happy holiday 
season. Sincerest condolences to all those who lost loved 
ones during the past year. There is another SW/Ford fan 
that was not mentioned who suffered her mother’s death in 
Oct. Janet Madden of Boston is not an artist or writer or 
regular participant of SE, but many of you may know her 
nonetheless. Again, deepest sympathy to all of you. 

Marlene _Karkoska: Go ahead, pour salt into my 
wounds. I already feel like a dinosaur because I don’t yet 
own a computer, but to learn that there’s actually fanfiction 
online and I can’t access it is adding insult to injury. : (I’d 
love to read some of the SW humor out there that you 
mentioned, for example. 

It is intriguing that you say most online writers of post- 
ROT) tend to use the novels, while most fanzine authors 
seldom do. Perhaps that reflects an age difference or the 
length of time the writer has been involved in SW fandom. 
It would be quite interesting to learn the statistics. 

Matthew Whitney: Congratulations on your job 
development. May you find fulfillment and security and 
may all your students prove worthy, apt learners. 

Suzanne Godsalve: Welcome to SE! | look forward to 
meeting you at MWC in May, also. 

Judith Klinger: Good to see you in the pages of SE. 
Hope you’ ll be back in Lansing this year. Though there’s 
never enough time to visit with everyone properly, maybe 
we can sneak out for a smoke- and gabfest together. 

No apologies necessary for not writing to me sooner. 
Life gets in the way of our fun for all of us. | am eagerly 
hoping for a copy of that incredible Luke picture, however, 
whenever you get time to send it. It is so good! 

Uh, er, well, yes, I did sterilize Luke in an early story 
called “The Emperor’s Revenge”. It was published in 
Wookiee Commode #4. Given the opportunity, I’d do a 
massive rewrite of that particular story, but I would not 
change the sterilization. To be honest, I wrote it in 
response to all the sugary sweet, sickeningly schmaltzy 
stories of “Luke and family” that were so prevalent at that 
time. However, I do like the basic premise of the story — 
that Luke had to suffer some side-effect of the Emperor’s 
torturous attack aboard the second Death Star — and I’ve 
stood by Luke’s inability to father children in all my stories 
since then. So, scandalous or not, in my SW galaxy, Luke 
is permanently, irreversibly sterile. 
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I definitely agree that the Han we see in ROT] is not 
the same man he would eventually be. I sincerely believe 
Han’s ultimate personality would be somewhere between 
that of his in ROTJ and ANH, with some of his old 
cynicism and cockiness rising to the fore once more. For 
one, I’d be happy to see it, too. 

To Everyone Else: Take care, and perhaps next time Pll 
have more to say. (See, Judy, I can be shorter winded, after 
all.) 

By the way, I absolutely loved the “Top Ten. . SW 
vs. ST list! 

Happy, warm springtime to all. See you in May!! 


WAS HARRISON RESPONSIBLE? 


Barbara Brayton 
1150 Syracuse 10-189 
Denver, CO 80220 


February 2, 1997 


First, I also wanted to express my deepest sympathies 
to all who lost loved ones this past year. Believe me, I 
know how you feel. It will be three years on May 7 since 
my brother Bob died, yet it seems like just yesterday. It 
just broke my parents’ hearts to lose their only son, but I do 
feel we are closer now as a family than we have ever been. 
Condolences also to pet owners who have suffered a loss. 
Our beagle, Susie, has been gone 20 years and we still talk 
about her! 

My compliments to Maggie Nowakowska on her 
defense of Ben Kenobi. Ultimately, Anakin Skywalker 
was responsible for his own actions. 

Interesting comment by Gerald Crotty that Harrison 
might bear some responsibility for his performance in 
ROTJ. Sometimes just how one’s lines are deliveed can 
make all the difference. Jf you didn’t like Han in ROTI (1 
did), you might consider that perhaps Harrison was already 
looking past his SW experience to the larger, rewarding 
career ahead of him. As for the notion of Han dying, I 
didn’t think that would have gone over well either, no 
matter how nobly it was done. 

Where was I when SW opened? Not paying much 
attention, actually! We went to see it a few weeks after it 
opened and just before it really took off. Little did we 
know! 

This time, of course, is different. We won’t even be 
able to get near a theater until February Ist. There were 
people lined up on Thursday, January 30, camping out, 
evening shows sold out by 10 a.m., etc. 

That’s all for now! 
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INKBLOT TEST 


Tim Blaes 
P. O. Box 6633 
Hendersonville, NC 28793 


“The difference between entertainment and art is that 
entertainment gives you what you want, and art gives you 
what you didn’t even know you needed.” I can’t 
remember who said this, but I think it was somewhere in 
TV Guide. 

Z.P. Florian: Perhaps Old Pruneface eventually killed 
Palpatine and took his identity? He was always addressed 
by title and not by name. 

Your first name is Zsuzsa, as in 200/'s theme music, 
Also Sprach Zsuzsa? It must be cool, having your own 
theme music. 

Marlene Karkoska: Why don’t you try to make it to 
MediaWest this year? We’d all be glad to see you there. 

I usually go over my copy of SE with a highlighter, 
marking paragraphs or sentences I wish to comment on, 
occasionally making notes in the margins. Not exactly 
term paper stuff, but it does save me alot of re-reading. 

It seems to me that some questions that cycle through 
fandom, such as “should Luke have a lover/wife/family?” 
serve as a kind of fannish Rorschach test. Well, in regard 
to the ink-blot of the day, I’d rather not see Luke grow old 
and alone, but it’s all too likely a possibility. There are 
plenty of good people who are relationship impared, and 
Luke could be one of then. But he does have a family, in 
Leia and Han and their children. 

After chewing over the debate about the Special 
Editions in fandom and genre mags, I don’t think they’ll 
upset me much. With one exception; it seems that they’ll 
revise the scene with Han and Greedo, with Greedo 
shooting first, at a sitting target at point-blank range, and 
he misses. And here I thought only Imperial Stormtroopers 
were that precise. This isn’t a FX shot that needs cleaning 
up, this is just George knuckling under to somebody’s idea 
of political correctness. 

Cheree: I have no problem with you inserting 
comments into the LoCs, and I might even like you to do 
more of it. You do a lot of work to get SE out, and I don’t 
see why you shouldn’t be able to have your say just like 
the rest of us. It’s only if your inserts start looking like 
complete LoCs themselves that I’Il start worrying. 

I do like Dark Skies, and watch it when I can, but the 
show does require heaping helpings of suspension of 
disbelief. It’s hard for me to believe that everything in 
history, from Roswell on, has been leavened with aliens. 
I’m waiting for them to fold Elvis and Gene Roddenberry 
into the pot. (Ed: After a promising start, I quickly got 
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bored with this show and haven't watched it in quite a 
while.)) 

Matthew Whitney: I read Babara Hambly’s Children 
of the Jedi in a house without power by the light of two 
lamps. This I think added greatly to the atmosphere of the 
novel. I really liked Hambly’s Leia, but I'd just as soon 
not see Roganda or Irek again. Her next SW novel, Planet 
of Twilight, should be out by the time this sees print. 

Marti Schuller: Perhaps Cheree can find someone with 
a panoramic camera and take a group photo after the STAR 
aWARdS of the winners, “honorables”, and attendant SE 
regulars. I’m envisioning a double fold out photo section 
for SES0. Is this possible, Cheree? ((Ed: Anything's 
possible, I suppose. Anyone got a camera they'd like to 
volunteer? In lieu of that, I’d love to run Photos of all the 
SE regulars and short bios.)) 

A local station has only recently picked up Hercules 
and Xena, and | think they’re both wonderful! What 
torques me off is that Herc gets a prime 7p.m. Saturday 
spot, but Xena get stuck with | a.m. later that night! I 
understand that Xena’s per-episode budget is less than 
what they spend on Herc’s show. There is some 
satisfaction to be found, however; Xena is getting higher 
ratings than Hercules. Anyway, Gabrielle is my favorite 
character. She’s cute, a fast talker, and wields a mean staff 
— my kind of woman. 

Gerald Crotty: If SW:ANH had been released 
originally with really bad FX, do you think it would have 
had the same impact? The FX do matter. But so do the 
“imperfections”. The Japanese word for it is wabi: A 
flawed detail that creates an elegant whole. A mistake or 
imperfection distinguishes the spirit of the moment in 
which a work of art was created from all other moments in 
time. Star Wars could lose it’s identity if it is “improved” 
too much. 

John Fredericks: Actually, ST: The Motion Picture 
Serves as an example of a movie that was helped by a 
“special edition”. The ABC broadcast restored much 
needed character scenes and replaced some of the 
“awesome” FX with slightly less awesome commercials. 

I haven’t read Shadows yet. I’m not too impressed with 
this Dash Rendar guy. The Topps card makes him look 
like a brainless jock. Would you want any daughter of 
yours dating a guy with a name like that? 

Suzanne Godsalve: It’s beginning to look like the UK 
will have to come up with its own enclave name. Hope 
you make it to Mediawest. What is Moons of Yavin? 

Chris Graham: One of the things I like about Deep 
Space 9 is that Bajoran priests have no silly hangup about 
celibacy. I hope the Jedi as a whole share that attitude as 
well. Ifa person’s like leads them away from family or 
lovers, fine, but I just don’t see the point of making it a 
requirement. 
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What if there was another lightsaber in Ben’s chest? 
“Your mother wanted you to have this when you were 
older.” Oh, probably not. But there must have been some 
reason. Perhaps Ben, Yoda, or some other Jedi forsaw that 
training Leia might be counter productive in some way, 
such as making her even more of a target for Vader. 

Perhaps the weapon used on C3PO in TESB was not a 
blaster but some sort of concussion weapon? Or it was set 
on stun, and it stuns by walloping you really hard? 

As for the troopers by the pod in ANH, what I'd like to 
know is which droid lost what part, and why they didn’t 
notice? 

Perhaps Luke picked up the term “teleport” from 
reading SF? Or Mos Eisley TV shows Star Trek reruns? 

What if Lobot is a Borg defector? 

Treally liked your SW/X-Files parallels. Where might 
Leia fit in here? Scully’s sister Melissa would be a good 
candidate, but they had to go and kill her off in her second 
appearance (I’m still mad about that). Do Chewie and 
Skinner compare well? Granted, Mulder and Skinner are 
not as close as Han and Chewie, but do they have to have 
the exact same relationship? If we toss reincarnation into 
this discussion, the theory is that we meet many of the 
same souls in each life, but we try different relationships 
each time. Anyway, I’m still trying to fit Wedge, Lando, 
and the Emperor into it. 

Pat Grant: I tried to send a couple of my artist friends 
your way to help with your Highlander RPG, only to hear 
you are abandoning it due to a pro RPG coming out soon. 
I’d hate to think of all the work you did going to waste, and 
hope you’ ll still consider running a game at MWC anyway. 

Maggie Nowakowska: Perhaps the Alliance makes a 
habit of cleaning up people whose pasts are messy. The 
Rebellion may have a catalytic effect on people like Han, 
enabling them to change without forcing them to. 

Judith Klinger: Perceiving a person’s identity with the 
Force may be easier than perceiving their bloodline. 
Recognizing someone you know may be automatic but 
recognizing even a close relation might take more skill and 
focus. 

Catherine Churko: The military has computer programs 
designed to flag artificial structures on surveillance photos. 
It can percieve even camouflaged structures in almost any 
terrain, from rain forests to arid deserts. This program has 
been used on the “Face on Mars” photos. Not only did it 
flag the “Face” as being artificial, it flagged a number of 
structures around it also. NASA is full of beans when they 
tell us it’s just a trick of light. They know. 

Metaphors be with you... 





@ DAY IN THE LIFE 
OF LUKE SKY WALKER 


Gerald Crotty 

25 Woodridge 

Birchfield, Birmingham 6 
B6 6LN 

England 


Hello everyone. Why am I so totally uninterested in 
the pro novels and comics? I can only say that they just 
don’t seem to capture any of the spirit of SW. Now I’m 
not blaming the writers necessarily since they are 
handicapped in that they can’t use Vader or the Empire 
very much. But ] would say that most of the stuff I’ve read 
is rather ponderous, there’s not much zing to it. There 
should be more of the cliffhanger element in these stories. 
Actually, I’m not really sure. I keep trying to analyze why 
I’m not interested in them but I can’t come to any 
conclusion. 

Catriona: You’ve disappeared again. 

Suzanne Godsalve: Welcome to SE. I agree with you 
that Lucas didn’t know, when making ANH, that Leia 
would be related to Vader. I wonder when he did decide. 
I’m not entirely sure that he meant Leia to be the “other” 
when they were filming TESB. 

A few SE’s ago, I was suggesting possible connections 
between SW and King Arthur. Well, I recently thought of 
another possible connection — I was talking with someone 
about the rather strange names in the SW universe not least 
Leia Organa. And then I realized — Morgana. Morgana 
was Arthur’s half sister, same mother, different fathers. If 
Ben is to be believed, then Luke and Leia have the same 
mother and father. But what if they don’t? What if they’re 
not twins? ((Ed: What if they’re twins with different 
Jathers? Mrs. Skywalker may have been a swingin’ 
chick!)) 

Chris Graham: “Is 3PO sentient?” Well, I'd always 
assumed that sentient meant a human sort of intelligence, 
that which is distinguished from animals. But I just looked 
it up in the dictionary and it simply says, “That feels or is 
capable of feeling.” So 3PO must be extremely sentient! 

My assumption regarding Luke’s remark about 
teleportation is that it means that teleportation does not 
exist in the SW universe because he talks about it in the 
same context as altering time. It’s a wish for the 
impossible. Which makes me wonder if LFL tells all 
writers to avoid teleportation? Has anyone ever noticed 
teleportation being used in a SW story? ((Ed: Martie 
Benedict O'Brien used it in “On the Side of Light” in 
Tremor #9 but it struck me as a little out of place in the SW 
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universe. Still, if starships can fly through hyperspace and 
energy beams can be built that are powerful enough to 
evaporate entire planets, who’s to say teleportation doesn’t 
exist?)) 

A T-16 is a Skyhopper. You can see Luke playing with 
a model of it in his garage. In the radio play, we hear him 
flying it. I don’t think it’s such a big deal for a farm boy to 
own a plane in the SW universe. He probably bought a kit 
version and built it himself. 

John Hollis (Lobot) recently said at a convention that he 
understood Lobot to be short for Lobotomy. He also said 
that he had some dialogue which was cut from the film. 

When Yoda refers to Luke’s failure at the cave, I think 
he’s trying to tell him that he hasn’t yet fully understood 
what happened. It’s not so much an issue of success or 
failure, but a matter of understanding and learning from 
experience. Luke doesn’t yet understand what it meant. 

Can Jabba have sex with Leia? I’ve always wondered 
that myself. According to the ROTI script, he does have a 
“lustful gleam in his eye” regarding Oola. In the Jedi 
Academy trilogy, Wedge falls in love with a blue-skinned 
woman (whatever happened to her?) so I guess if you 
choose to believe it, he could have sex with her. Does he 
have a dick? That’s the real question. I’m sure Cheree is 
pleased to see us debating these important philosophical 
issues! ((Ed: Oh, you know it. First it’s how Harrison 
Ford does his business in the men’s room, now it’s Jabba’s 
anatomy. What next? Oh, no! I'd better not ask that 
question! If this keeps up, I’m gonna have to ask you guys 
to step outside when there are ladies present!)) 

As for Yoda, I don’t believe he was celibate. He strikes 
me as a randy old goat. 

Well, by the time this issue of SE comes out, you U.S. 
fans will know if George has improved or spoiled a classic. 
We won’t know until March. I’ve seen a photo of Boba 
Fett in the new Jabba scene, as usual he’s just standing 
there not doing much. Does anyone know who provided 
Jabba’s voice? I wonder if it’ll be the same guy doing it in 
ANH. Who provided Boba Fett’s voice? We should be 
told. 

Toys — Will someone please produce a model kit or 
decent sized toy version of the Sail Barge? I heard that 
they spent several million $ constructing it for the movie. 
You’d think they’d get some more merchandising potential 
out of it. 

Here’s a question — does anyone out there know what 
“digitally remastered” means? What do they actually do? 
It implies that they transfer every frame onto a computer 
for a clean up job, but that would cost a fortune and take a 
long time. I daresay that Lucas might do it with the SW 
films but I can’t imagine anyone else having the resources. 

As I understand it the first of the prequels will feature 
an Anakin in his early teens and then episodes II and III 
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will feature an adult Anakin, thereby necessitating 2 actors 
for the role. Or maybe the young actor will only play him 
for part of Part I and then we’ll jump forward in time. 
Whatever the case, it seems that the pace of the first trilogy 
will be slower and cover more history than IV, V and VI. 
One of the most interesting aspects of ANH for me is the 
length of time it occurs in: it’s about 4 days, but most of 
the action happens on the 3rd day — Luke gets up, goes 
looking for R2, is attacked by sandpeople, meets Ben, 
learns about the rebels, Leia, his father, Jedis, etc. Goes 
home, foster parents dead. Decides to become a Jedi. Goes 
to Mos Eisley, gets in a fight, sees a Jedi in action, sells his 
car, chased by Star Destroyer. Lunch. Learns how to use 
a lightsaber. Captured by the biggest ship in history, kills 
some troopers, meets Leia, nearly crushed to death, chased 
by troopers, swings across a chasm, sees Ben killed, kills 
some more troopers. Destroys a couple of TIEs. Yavin. 
Supper. Shoots down a few more TIEs and blows up the 
Death Star, killing thousands of people. Home, medal. 
Cocoa, bed. 

That’s quite a day by anyone’s standards! As 
adventures go, I can’t see it ever being topped. Luke 
begins the day a nobody and ends it as savior of the galaxy. 
But my point is that the length of time covered in an 
adventure story seems to be very important. ROTJ has 
about the same time frame. TESB is a bit different, the 
middle section is ambiguous. And most other adventure 
movies have a very short time frame: Indy movies, Die 
Hard, Terminator, etc. Lucas is obviously aware of these 
matters and although SW is more than just adventure, the 
“speed” of these films is important. However — Lucas has 
previously said that the first trilogy is more plot, history, 
etc., so will he be able to keep the events of each movie in 
a short time frame? 

Finally — does anyone like those steroid Action 
Figures? I can’t stand them but they seem to sell big 
numbers. 


WHO SHOT FIRST? 


Maggie Nowakowska 
2330 Federal Ave. E. 
Seattle, WA 98102 


February 1, 1997 


Good lord, did I forget to LoC SE this time? Here it is, 
the end of January, and I’m beginning to think I did indeed 
... something about the holiday break being spent buried in 
snow/mud and then the overtime of January started. It also 
didn’t help that I actually began to clean up the basement 
office and therefor tucked SE tidily away... 
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So, quickly, I rescue issue 46 from bookcase and start 
rereading... 

Marlene Karkoska: Very good discussion about pro 
fiction and fan fiction! Congratulations! And thank you for 
all your kind references to my work. I sat down and reread 
my files of old LoCs on ThousandWorlds the other night 
(whilst snowbound), and was quite astounded and humbled 
by all the comments and excellent commentary, good and 
bad, and all the good suggestions that fans shared with me. 
I even sat down at the typewriter, er, the keyboard, and 
started playing with a story or two. Thanks! 

Oh, please forgive me, but I had to laugh when I read 
that Luke needs a partner to “tell him not to worry about 
everything...” Marlene, I don’t know about your partner, 
but mine is a first-class worrier and brooder and 
telling/begging/trying to help her to lighten up, in however 
many different ways I’ve explored over the last nearly 20 
years, hasn’t helped or changed her one iota. In fact, it gets 
me in trouble every time I try. Did again tonight. 

On a more serious note, I can easily see Luke as one of 
those people for whom the Force becomes a mystical 
experience and who derives all the satisfaction he needs 
from such a relationship with the Greater Energies. 
However much our current day does not believe in such a 
life experience. There have been and still are many people 
for whom the ecstasy of life, and of the giving to and 
loving of one’s community, is more than sufficient to 
“lighten” the days. Luke is still very young, still very 
intense. He’ll get older. He’ll gain perspective. 

Matthew Whitney: By now, we’ll all know how the 
Han/Greedo exchange was handled, however the 
controversy can still be discussed. My impression, which 
] admit is prejudiced, was that it was not a PC thing but 
rather a development of “mundane” influence on the saga 
chased with a changing attitude what defines a good guy. 
I talked about the different reactions to Han’s behavior 
among the younger friends I have in an earlier letter. The 
“mundane” influence I see is the application of more 
Stereotypical expectations to a character that a genre 
audience would be more willing to allow greater latitude. 
It’s the old “the Cartwright boys would never shoot first” 
syndrome. In fact, during a review of old Bonanzas, I saw 
a scene set up very much like the SW exchange, in which 
Adam C. shot from under a table to disarm the bad guy 
(even the arm movements were similar). It’s similar to the 
way — to me — the pro books have introduced too many 
“suburban” aspects of family life to what I think should be 
a more exotic exploration of possibilities in that realm. 

Ah, reading the Time article on the redo, I see that 
Lucas is inclined himself toward the family values version 
of the Han/Greedo encounter. Time makes a connection 
between that change and Lucas’ comments on the 
experience/perspective of being a father during the last 20 


years. 

Related to that, when the FOX special on the redo 
referred to the new trilogy, they used the discussion 
between OWK and Luke in the hut, which surprised me. 
Perhaps Lucas intends to deal with the problem of what 
OWK told Luke vs. the apparent sequence of events? It 
will be interesting to see what other changes in Lucas’ 
perspectives come out in the new trilogy. 

Gerald Crotty: As a child I liked all the violent scenes, 
too, although I’ve always tied that to having grown up in 
a fairly repressive, somewhat abusive household: anger 
engenders violence. However, I wanted my violence tied 
to very specific reasons; I wanted to know, in great detail, 
why the character needed killing/maiming/whatever. Wide- 
scale, gratuitous violence was wasted on me. As for Indy 
and the swordsman, the Swedes did indeed complain and 
banned the movie, citing that scene as unnecessary 
violence. I thought there were some comments in England 
as well, or am I misremembering? And, again referring to 
that Time article, Lucas himself has voiced regret over the 
scene: “...and with a little prodding, he even criticizes 
himself for the scene, played for laughs...” 

More thoughts on the “Why Did the Jedi Blow It” 
question: maybe the Jedi just became “unnecessary” or 
“old-fashioned” in the public eye. Maybe galactic society 
had grown so pervasive and so technologically adept that 
people no longer really believed that the Jedi were 
necessary. Oh, they were handy one last time during the 
Clone Wars, but we got past that, didn’t we? And maybe 
now the Jedi were just reminders of old times, old ways, 
and old values. Maybe Palpatine came along as a spiffy, 
cool new Way of Thinking; modern, hip, scientific and in 
support of Noninterference with Personal Profit. Maybe the 
Jedi were thought of as reactionary; maybe they were 
considered fundamentalists; maybe they objected to new 
economic and fleet and social/political practices. Maybe 
people were glad to get the Jedi out of their hair; and if 
they were a bit surprised by the means, well, that’s the way 
things are in the Big Galaxy. Sure, kids out on the Rim 
would still go Gosh and Wow over old war stories; and old 
geezers would pontificate on Ye Old Days. But, no group 
survives long without social support, whether the group is 
good/affirmative or not, and even the Jedi, with all their 
forcefulness, fell in the face of disinterest and disdain. 

Well, it’s now Feb. 10. Cheree has graciously extended 
the deadline so people could inject their reactions to the 
movie rerelease. Unfortunately, because of overtime and 
Major Plumbing problems in the house, I haven’t yet seen 
the redo and this needs to get out in the mail pronto. (In 
fact, the plumber just called and is on his way down, which 
is a relief, ‘cause it ain’t no fun having the toilet backing 
up into the basement...) 

All I can add to the debate is that the local Seattle 
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coverage has been very good and not at all glitzy or silly. 
The Sunday paper solicited stories on “Where Were You 
20 Years Ago?” and the ones they printed were across the 
board in variety of experiences/consequences of the movie. 
It’s reported that Lucas was surprised by the incredible 
response and even lost the office pool on what the returns 
would be. It’s a cliche that the originators of major 
reactions don’t realize the depth of effect they’ve had on 
their audience; maybe we’ve just had a major reaffirmation 
of the foundation for that cliche! 

I have indeed enjoyed some of the collateral material, 
especially the new MAD Magazine cartoons, even if some 
of them are quite outrageous. The drawing in the SW 
Macarena bit was priceless, but, after all, Mort Drucker is 
priceless. I also liked the “SW Playsets You May Have 
Missed”; I definitely want “The Dizzy Droid Drag 
Cantina...” 

An interesting quote from that Time article was, “In this 
vein, Lucas’ most memorable invention was his notion of 
the Force— ‘an energy field created by all living things,’ 
as Obi-Wan Kenobi puts it. ‘It’s a distillation of a lot of 
mythological religious teachings,’ Lucas says. ‘Not that 
I’m promoting a particular idea or anything. I believe in 
God and I guess that’s reflected in the movie, but that’s 
about as far as it goes.” A Judeo-Christian god? ‘I wouldn’t 
go that far. My spiritual perspective, I think, is broader 
than the Judeo-Christian. But I hate to get into putting a 
label on it, because I think what I feel hasn’t been labeled 
yet, at least not to my knowledge.?” 

All in all, ’'m enjoying watching the greater show, 
especially the ways in which SW is-perceived differently 
and the same as before. There are some aspects of it all I 
don’t care for, but the sum total is not yet as irritating to 
me as the development of the Trek universe was. I guess 
1999 will be the stiffer test... 

Oh, before I sign off ... Susan’s book, An Exchange of 
Hostages (AvoNova) is out! It will start shipping in early 
March and should be in the bookstores, including Dalton’s 
and Barnes & Noble, by April 1st. Susan’s standard line to 
people has been, “You don’t have to read it; just buy it. 
And, for heaven’s sake, keep it away from the younger 
readers!” 

I know I’m shamelessly promoting the book, but what 
the heck. How is Susan to be able to support me in the 
style to which I long to become accustomed if she doesn’t 
make a go of this venture? (snicker) 

Gotta run! 








SEX @ND VIOLENCE 


Z. P. Florian 
6214 Waterway Dr. 
Falls Church, VA 22044 


Ok, so it’s official, they are looking for a 
heartbreakingly handsome boy to play Anakin — good. 
Perhaps it was my stories that inspired them??? huh? 

Karkoska: Dark Lukes are problematic in a sense, 
because Luke is the guy who won’t turn. This is the whole 
point of his existence. Yet, in Twin Suns 1 read Anne 
Elizabeth Zeek’s magnificent “Revenant” with Han 
defrosted thirty years later and that Emperor Luke was 
really great in a very sad way. 

Crotty: Liked your ideas for the prequel, but I must 
argue on one point. I don’t think such a trivial thing as his 
wife’s real or presumed infidelity is a good reason for 
Anakin to turn. Give the man a bit of credit. He turned 
because he thought the Jedi had no chance to win, and it 
was still better to stand with the winners, gain power and 
then make a grab for the throne to “end this destructive 
conflict and bring order to the galaxy”. I mean, would a 
man suddenly become a nazi or a communist just because 
his wife was screwing around? I’m not a man, mind you, 
so tell me — is this a powerful reason to change 
philosophies and political beliefs? 

Fredericks: So, don’t sleep. Sleep is just a silly habit. 
Spend your time working on the Lobot story. 

Pryor: Yoda I look like say you, snake stew you will 
eat. Stasulis me as Yoda draws, stew snake will eat Nancy. 
Distinction you see clearly? I’m delighted to hear you’re 
making an all-Vader zine. It’s in good hands. As for me 
giving up housework for SW, it’s true, but whenever you 
guys visit me, I clean house beforehand. Drop in uninvited 
just once and you can feed carrots to the dust bunnies. 

Graham: Sure, Owen lied to Luke non-stop (Kenobi is 
dead etc.). Everybody lied to Luke. I agree, Leia was a 
much better candidate to become a Jedi, she was 
knowledgeable about politics, she was already a dedicated 
rebel, so why would Kenobi hang around a farmboy who 
was deliberately kept in the dark about everything? The T- 
16 bugged me, too. Yeah, what is a poor farmboy doing 
with a plane? Perhaps he was dusting crops, as Han 
said??? What crops??? Moisture doesn’t need dusting. Re 
the Ewoks speaking a primitive dialect of what? A 
primitive dialect of the common Ewokese language that is 
spoken in the entire Endor system. As for the Falcon 
having a peculiar dialect, well, it’s like a weird Rimworld 
version of DOS, I presume. You have good questions — 
what would the result have been if Luke “succeeded” in the 
cave? Luke should’ve gone in without any weapons, met 
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Vader in there, had tea and scones, talked over the fate of 
the Galaxy like two civilized guys and parted with a 
friendly hug. 

Gawel: If Ford got his wish and Han was killed off in 
ROTJ — how would he have died? Shortly after the Death 
Star was blown up, Han and Leia are going up the hanging 
bridge to the Ewok village, and a stray stormtrooper shoots 
at them. Han shields Leia with his body and receives a 
fatal wound. He’d drop to the ground and die in Leia’s 
arms, sort of ashamed of the fact that he has to die in the 
dirt of a planet instead of in space, blown up with the 
Falcon. 

Klinger: Yes, nobody worries too much about kids 
seeing explosions, murder and blood being spilled, but try 
to show them a tender love scene and the whole world is 
up in arms. It’s ok to make war, it’s not ok to make love. 
The result is pretty visible: we have a new generation of 
young “super predators” who think nothing of taking a life. 
I never cease wondering why people think that sex is more 
dangerous than violence. 


LITTLE @N@KIN 


Suzanne Godsalve 

Flat 3, 353 Cranbrook Road 
Ilford, Essex 

IG! 4UG England 


January 15, 1997 


Happy New Year everyone. I hope you had a good 
Christmas. 

Thanks for the latest issue of SE. It gave me something 
to read in the run-up to Christmas and took my mind off 
the shopping and general preparations. 

In the general discussion about the naming of Leia and 
Han’s second son Anakin, I came across an interesting 
paragraph in Kristine Kathryn Rusch’s The New Rebellion. 
She wrote, “He (Luke) understood what Leia had been 
doing in naming Anakin after her father — she had been 
trying to reclaim a good part of her past — but the name 
made Luke give extra attention to the recklessness behind 
Anakin’s fierceness. Recklessness that Anakin shared with 
his uncle at times.” (p.33). I take this as proof that someone 
else out there considers the naming not too inappropriate, 
naming the child after the good part of his grandfather, 
before Anakin Senior is tempted to the Dark Side. As I 
said last time, the naming should be seen as a sign of the 
better part of the Skywalker past. The middle generation 
is trying to look to the future and the naming of Anakin is 
a reflection of that. Han and Leia obviously knew that 
comparison could be made between Vader and their son 








but do not want to dwell on the possibility that their child 
may follow a similar path. They might not have chosen the 
best of names but it shows that they have put the past 
behind them and are sure that their son will not make the 
same mistakes. 

Gerald Crotty: Interesting view of the prequels. The 
second film premise reminds me of Othello. Othello had 
his thoughts of love for Desdemona turn to jealousy 
because of one man’s hate (Iago). Anakin could be the 
Othello character, while Iago could be Palpatine. It would 
certainly be an interesting way of tempting Anakin to the 
Dark Side by focusing on a weakness (i.e., his love for his 
wife) and twisting that love so that he believes her to be in 
love with another. Maybe he is told that she loves another, 
that the child she carries is not his. I am sure Lucas will 
surprise us. I hope so at any rate. 

Chris Graham: A couple of points. First, in the 
novelisation of ANH, Chewie did get a medal, so I don’t 
know why he was ignored in the film, after all he did play 
a big a part as Han or Luke. As for the question of the 
cave in TESB, I think that if Luke had entered the cave 
without his lightsaber, he would have shown that he was 
prepared to face anything without a weapon or show of 
fear. In entering the cave with his lightsaber, Luke was 
showing that he was not prepared to face the future. He 
had not mastered the Force and when he saw himself, it 
was a warning to beware of himself, as he is his own 
greatest enemy. It could also be seen as a reflection that he 
would face part of himself (i.e., his own father) in 
confrontation in the future. Whichever reason you want to 
take, Luke was not ready to face Vader at the end of TESB 
but he also fought himself by fighting his father. 

I also liked your parallels between SW and_X-Files. 

Tim _Blaes: Another fan of the Young Jedi Knight 
novels series. No one else I know has been brave enough 
to admit to enjoy reading them. As I buy all of the 
novelizations, whatever the age group they are aimed at, I 
have been pleasantly surprised by the first six. Yes, there 
is plot repetition and the recap can be quite annoying but 
for the age group, they are an easy link into the SW 
universe. As most of the pro novels do not come in junior 
versions, Moesta has produced a credible series which has 
a continual story arc and introduces us to Jacen and Jaina 
in more detail, not difficult when these novels are based 
around them. Luke makes the most appearances from the 
original cast as Jedi Master of the Jedi Academy, but Han, 
Lando and Leia make appearances when appropriate. 

There is also the Junior Jedi Knights series which 
centers around Anakin and I do not feel that these are 
anywhere as well written. For the age group, I am sure that 
they are fine but for myself I much prefer the Young Jedi 
Knights series. 

With all of the pro novels, there are the ones I have 
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liked and the ones I absolutely hate. I hate The Black Fleet 
Crisisrilogy (although “Tyrant's Nest” did help to redress 
the balance) and am not: too keen on Truce at Bakura but 
liked all of the others, my personal favourites being 
Children of the Jedi and The New Rebellion. Everyone has 
their likes and dislikes and the fact that we have the forum 
that SE gives us, means that we are fortunate in living ina 
free society. Thank you, Cheree, for giving us this 
opportunity. 

I have just fallen in with one aspect of the pro-novels 
which I have tried to put out of my mind. Does anyone 
feel swindled that Wedge and Capt. Antilles of the Tantive 
are not father and son? I know Louise Turner has linked 
the two in her stories but even before I had read those, I 
thought to myself that they were probably father and son. 
I know that it is a big universe and there are bound to be 
more than one Antilles family but I thought it quite a 
romantic idea of having the pair of them as father and son. 
Mind you, I am now thinking what about Vance, Wedge’s 
brother, and I] have to draw myself up short. That is 
Louise’s character but just shows how true to life she has 
written these characters that you can start to believe that 
they actually existed in the SW history. Anyway, 
apologies if this idea of being swindled out of another 
father/son relationship has already been thrashed about. 
I’m sure someone will put me right. 

There is a rumour in England that at the start of May, 
there could be a three day SW convention in London. 
There is nothing definite as yet, but if it does it could be 
one of the most exciting things to happen this year. 

Anyway | will sign off now, you’ve had enough of me. 


@ MAGICAL MOMENT 


Rich Gawel 
105 Lakeshore Drive 
Parsippany, NJ 07054 


January 29, 1997 


I’m typing this on January 29, just a mere 48 hours 
before the release of the Special Edition of ANH. At first, 
I thought about going to see it on the 31st, writing a quick 
letter containing all of my comments on February 1, and 
getting it off to Cheree as fast as possible. But, I didn’t 
want to sloppily rush through something as important as 
the SpEd, nor did I want to test Cheree’s patience with 
deadlines. So, some brief comments about what I hope to 
see (and not to see) in the SpEd this Friday. Hopefully I 
won’t be disappointed. 

First, it will be good to see a Jot of little kids going to 





see ANH. Granted, many of them probably have seen it on 
video already, but seeing it on the big screen will truly be 
a magical moment for them. It will be even more powerful 
for those blessed few who haven’t seen it at all yet. I 
almost envy them for their fresh perspective, seeing it for 
the very first time. I can barely remember the first time I 
saw it. That feeling of total amazement and wonder is a 
vague memory now. 

Second, there are two things that I hope Lucas includes. 
Chewie should get a medal at the end of the movie as well. 
He put just as much at risk as Luke and Han did. How 
hard would it be to just digitally draw one hanging around 
his neck? The other thing is more of a detail he shouldn’t 
change — that stormtrooper that bangs his head on the top 
of the hangar bay control room door. My friends and J still 
get a kick out of that part! Right before it happens, one of 
us will invariably say, “Hey, look out for that—” followed 
by a Homer Simpson-like “Doh!” just a little bit of comic 
relief. 

And, there is one other thing that I completely disagree 
with — having Greedo shoot first. What’s the point of 
that? Softening Han’s image? Making him less of a bad 
guy so kids can look up to him more? Ridiculous! The 
trilogy is just as much about Han’s character’s growth as it 
is Luke’s. Han is transformed from, let’s face it, a 
criminal, to a fully reformed member of society. The cold- 
blooded manner in which he shoots Greedo helps 
emphasize this point. It also sets up the contrast between 
him and Luke. When Luke gets pushed around by thugs 
(Dr. Evazan and Walrus Man), he is helpless, and needs 
Ben’s help. Han, on the other hand, isn’t even flustered. 
By the end of the trilogy, Luke isn’t so helpless and Han 
isn’t so ruthless anymore. So, in terms of character 
development, this is truly a pivotal scene. 

Enough ranting. On to the comments. 

Z.P. brought up the age-old question as to why Luke 
wears a black uniform in Jedi. One of the themes of the 
trilogy is that each and every one of us has the potential for 
both good and evil, and that it is up to each one of us to 
decide which one we will follow. And, even though we 
choose one of them, we must always remember that the 
other side is still there, waiting for us to change our minds, 
so to speak. The uniform in Jedi then is a visual reminder 
that Luke has the potential to become evil, like his father, 
who wears a similar costume. This connection is 
emphasized during their lightsaber duel in Jedi. After 
Luke chops Darth’s mechanical gloved hand off, he pauses 
to look at his own gloved, mechanical hand. The look of 
horror on his face shows us that he is aware of how close 
he came to crossing that line between light and dark, and 
that’s why he says, “You’re wrong, Your Highness...” So, 
the costume choice is more symbolic than personal, I 
believe. 
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Congratulations to Matthew Whitney on the new 
teaching position. Good luck with all of your new 


responsibilities. You and several others commented on 
how Lando earned everyone’s trust after TESB. Marvel 
Comics, I believe, tackled this topic a long time ago. I 
only have a couple of the issues, but they did a storyline 
about Lando and Chewie chasing Boba and Bossk around, 
looking for Han. Naturally, they didn’t get along so well. 
It was more a partnership of necessity. But as they went 
through a lot together, they developed a sense of trust in 
each other eventually. Of course, the relation between 
these stories and Shadows of the Empire is another 
question entirely. 

Speaking of canon and continuity, Marlene’s letter 
mirrored a lot of my thoughts about the latest crop of 
profiction. Some good ones, some bad ones, but they all 
should be read before they are judged. Personally, I never 
had any trouble accepting any of them as canon, so I never 
understood the wholesale rejection that some members of 
fandom seem to have, until I read Tales of the Bounty 
Hunters. Let me qualify the upcoming rant with a 
statement that overall I enjoyed this book. A lot. One of 
my favorites of all the pro books. All the stories (except 
Bossk’s) gave these one-dimensional bit parts depth and 
feeling. I especially loved the Boba Fett story. Brilliant! 
It had the right balance of character and action, and the 
cliffhanger ending was one of the most suspenseful stories 
(including non--SW fiction) I’ve ever read. My only 
problem is the explanation of Fett’s origin. Aside from the 
cliched idea of the good cop forced to go to the wrong side 
of the law, giving Boba an “official” origin spoils the fun 
of speculating upon who he might be. Suddenly, I now 
understand a lot of the anti-pro feeling out there. (Again, I 
should repeat that I loved this story, so no one gets the idea 
that I am bashing Mr. Moran’s talents). How should I 
resolve this quandary? I like Marlene’s idea that these 
stories could be taken as “alternate” universes. 

And now for something completely different. Cheree 
slapped an editior’s note in Marti’s letter speculating about 
how Dark Skies was going to turn out. | started watching 
the show from its premiere, but lost interest after a few 
weeks. It tries too hard to deal with the external aspects of 
UFOlogy, but lacks the internal depth. For example, by the 
end of the pilot episode, we had abductions, “grays,” crop 
circles, the fabled Majestic group, black helicopters, and 
many other aspects of the UFO mythos. And yet, by 
explaining it all at once, it removed most of the mystery 
and anxiety that should accompany such a topic. Sure, 
there is a Hive out there, but somehow I don’t feel 
threatened by it. The only suspense from week to week 
comes from trying to figure out which historical figure 
(RFK? The Beatles?) was going to make a cameo 
appearance. Will it last past its first season? I doubt it, 








though I do wish it luck. 

Suzanne Goldsalve: Welcome to SE! I’ve been around 
for almost three whole issues now, so I’m practically an 
old-timer by comparison! Seriously, though, your story of 
entering Fandom after the debut of the Zahn novels 
sounded a lot like mine. So, love ‘em or hate ‘em (this 
seems to be a common theme in my letter — I didn’t plan 
on this, honest!), they did give SW a timely shot of 
exposure, and brought fans like us into all of this craziness. 
As for your comments about The Black Fleet Crisis, I’m 
inclined to agree. The Yevetha political situation, with its 
policy of ethnic cleansing and the New Republic’s debate 
over whether or not to get involved, is a lot like America’s 
vascillation over Bosnia, Rwanda, Chechnya, etc. Political 
parallels like these can be effective, and McDowell was on 
the right track, but too many character problems (and that 
boring vagabond ship) got in the way. The Chewie/Lumpy 
bonding in “‘Tyrant’s Nest” was excellent, though. Finally, 
a pro author treated Chewie as something more than a 
sidekick or a babysitter! 

Tim_Blaes: Yes, the Friends episode about Ross’ 
Princess Leia fantasy was hilarious! Girls still had cooties 
back when ROTJ came out, but I’ve since learned to 
appreciate the slave girl costume. I’m surprised that Ross 
didn’t say anything about the fact that Rachel had the ANH 
hairdo with the ROTJ costume. Then again, if Jennifer 
Aniston is wearing a skimpy bikini, and I’m nitpicking 
about hairdos, then I really need to get out more often! 

Catherine Churko: A fan of the old V series! Wow! 
You must love the Sci-Fi channel these days. | taped their 
rebroadcast of the original miniseries last summer, which 
will always be one of my favorites. The TV series, 
however, suffered from lousy writing. The first few 
episodes were good, but by the end of its run, it was so 
thick with subplots about Kyle and Elizabeth and the 
Diana/Lydia rivalry, it seemed more like a soap opera. Oh 
well. At least last summer’s blockbuster D4 paid homage 
to it; a fleet of 50 giant ships hovering over the world’s 
major cities in an attempt to take over the planet was too 
similar to ignore. And, while we’re on the subject of ID4’s 
ripoffs, how about that ending? A giant enemy supership 
with a doomsday laser closes in on a secret base full of 
rebels, who scramble their fightercraft in a last minute 
attempt to try and stop it, which can only happen if one of 
the fighters hits the megaship in its only vulnerable spot 
with a well-timed missle. Does this remind anyone of any 
other particular movie? ((Ed: As a matter of fact, when we 
Sinally checked the video out and viewed it a while back, 
we spent nearly the whole time heckling it with well-placed 
lines from you know what — “Use the Force, Luke!” 
“Look at the size of that thing!” “You've turned off your 
targeting computer — what's wrong?”’)) 


Finally, I would like to publicly thank Debbie Kittle for 
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coming to my aid in completing my set of Topps Finest 
cards. She found and sent me several of the cards I 
needed, though I am still missing five or six more. Once 
again, if anyone else out there has any they are willing to 
trade, please get in touch with me through snail mail at the 
address above. 

Until next time, Clear Skies and see ya on line! 


SW BIUSTING OUT ALL OVER 


Chery! Pryor 
2458 Stone Post Terrance 
Richmond, VA 23233 


January 29, 1997 


I can’t believe I can say “I’m going to see Star Wars 
this weekend”! Wow! Ever hear that song from Carousel, 
you know, the one called “June Is Busting Out All Over”? 
Now, it feels like SW is busting out all over! Taco Bell is 
like Saga Central, Toys R Us has an awesome display, 
complete with lights and music. (Hey, who do you have to 
sleep with to get one of those huge plastic Falcons? And 
I notice I’m drinking a /ot more Pepsi now that Darthie’s 
on every bottle. 

The commercials alone for all this stuff make the 
waiting worthwhile — love the one with the flashlight 
wielding usher. 

As the Men Behind the Masks tour gears up, I’ve been 
lucky enough to see Dave Prowse and Jeremy Bulloch at 
various conventions. Best moment — when the concom 
ran the trailer for the special edition — both guests hurried 
from backstage to see! 

On to comments — 

Cheree: Congrats on the new pup! Has the great name 
debate — Princess versus Honi — been settled yet? ((Ed: 
Yup — she’s officially AKC registered German Shepherd 
Dog “Honi aus der Amburg”’.)) 

Z. P.: Have you seen the trailer for The Devil’s Own, 
the Harrison Ford movie with Brad Pitt? It’s unimpressive, 
most unimpressive. Hope it was just a crummy preview. 
(But aren’t these things supposed to make you want to see 
the movie?) 

Hey, I like Zsuzsa, even though I can only pronounce 
it half the time. “Master Zsuzsa” has a nice ring to it. 
((Ed: Maybe that was Yoda's wife’s name and maybe he 
lives in the woods because she ran him off. “Track mud 
into the house you will not! A maid think you lam? Pick 
up after yourself you will!’’)) 

What? That Yoda door at MWC wasn’t yours? I don’t 
believe it for a second. I can’t wait to see what you come 
up with this year... 





Marlene: Agree that it’s great to have the pro novels out 
there, for the cover artwork if nothing else! (That counts 
as a redeeming quality, doesn’t it?) Too many of them, 
though, give each of our heroes one piece of some galactic 
menace and send them each in a separate direction. I know 
everybody gripes about the characterization in the novels, 
but some of the best character development in the movies 
involves two or more characters in a scene. We don’t get 
much of that in the novels. 

I love Ellen Randolph’s “Sanctuary” universe, too! 
Come to think of it, ] haven’t read them for several years 
now. Might be time to get them out again. 


Matthew: Oooh! Oooh! I love your Dave Prowse 
anecdote! And love your description of him as the 


ambassador of SW. Can I marry you and have your 
children? You obviously have genes that must be kept in 
circulation! 

Gerald: Did you get a chance to see Sir Alec at his 
latest book signing? I heard he was very disparaging about 
his role in SW and really didn’t want anything to do with 
SW fans. And who’s the villain of that piece? 

John: Enjoyed your idea of Jedi lawyers! Weren’t there 
some on the O.J. defense team? “You don’t need to see the 
blood evidence.” “We don’t need to see the blood 
evidence.” 

Suzanne: Luke’s relation to the Lars — aside from 
what the heck is a Sith, one of the enduring SW questions. 
Why does he call them Aunt and Uncle if he was adopted? 
Was he brought to them as a baby, or a young child? Is 
Owen Ben’s brother? I think I’m getting a headache. 

Chris: We don’t know that Yoda and Ben never had 
families. We see each one near the end of their lives and 
in remote locations. In fan writing for awhile, there was a 
rash of Kenobi’s daughter stories. (Mostly ending up with 
Luke, if I recall correctly.) And it would take a special 
woman to relate to Yoda, wouldn’t it? She’d have to be 
short, tiny even. If she had an accent, maybe something 
middle European, they would communicate better. No 
wait, Z.P., put down that— 

Seriously (sort of), I’ve always thought of Luke’s 
failure at the cave as taking his weapons in despite his 
master’s instruction not to. Since he was prepared for 
battle, that’s what he found. If he’d been prepared for 
peace... I’d make a great zine story, Chris — start writing! 

Tim: I'll send you a copy of “Bring Me the Head of 
Boba Fett” if you sent me a SASE. (That goes for 
everyone.) It’s funny in a hey-I-know-guys-like-that sort 
of way. 

Debbie: Dead Bothans tired of the exposure? Hah! We 
live for photographic glory! I’m ready for my close up 
now, Ms. DeKittle... 

Hope to see everyone at cons this year. I’m hitting the 
trail again as soon as it warms up. 
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Darksiding up a storm... 


PLEASE VOTE! 


Judith G. Yuenger 
13491 S. Silverleaf Road 
Plainfield, IL 60544 


February 15, 1997 


I survived!!!! Yes, folks, I managed to survive a Deb 
Kittle SW Shopathon. It’s quite an experience and an 
accomplishment. I arrived on Wedneday afternoon and 
was met by Deb and Marie Treleaven (who, amazingly 
enough, survived also). That evening we were joined by 
Sheryl Haven and we sat around talking about SW. 

The next day we shopped and shopped and shopped. 
Money flowed like water, the packages mounted to 
astronomical proportions and my shoes were worn to the 
nubs. That evening we went to a pizza joint and were 


joined by Z. P.Florian, Mary Jo Fox, Susan Zahn and 
Cheryl Pryor. 


The next day we took a subway to Washington, DC 
where we went to Planet Hollywood. Deb, Marie, Chery! 
Pryor, Sheryl Haven and I were joined by Mary Jo Fox and 
Liz Sharpe. This is the greatest thing about this area — so 
many SW fans living close enough to visit. Back at Deb’s, 
Sheryl Haven returned home while the four of us 
clambered into Pryor’s car for our trip to New Jersey. Of 
course, the trip took twice as long as it should have because 
we had to stop at every mall between Maryland and New 
Jersey. Ming Wathne met us at the hotel and was amazed 
when we came in with mountains of packages. 

The next morning we went to Barbara Anderson’s 
house where we were joined by Rebecca Carey, Susan 
Zahn and a girl whose name I’ve unfortunately forgotten. 
We took a ferry ride to New York City and did more 
shopping (are you beginning to see a pattern here?) and 
then lunch at a fun restaurant called Jekyll & Hyde’s. 
More SW fans joined us — two girls whose names I never 
got and Todd Killinger. More shopping, another ferry ride 
and back to the hotel where we fell exhausted into bed. 

The next day the whole group of us attended Chiller 
Con. We spent most of the day there shopping (what 
else!!!) and had a lovely champagne brunch. The return to 
Deb’s was made quickly as most of the malls were closed. 
Marie and I contemplated how we were going to get all 
that merchandise into our suitcases for the return home. 

A trip filled with lots of laughter, good conversation, 
great shopping and terrific food made all the better because 
it was done in the company of my friends. I am looking 
forward to doing this again next year. 





a SS 


I suppose that by now everyone has seen SW:SE. I 
would have enjoyed it even without the added scenes. It 
was great to see it on the big screen again. It was 
awesome. It was a lot of fun listening to the teenagers in 
our horse barn talk about the movie — none of them had 
ever seen it on the big screen. It’s funny but I’ve seen SW 
umpteen zillion times but I still found myself saying “was 
that in the original?” Am looking forward to TESB:SE. 

Cheree will be putting the STAR aWARdS ballot with 
this. If you know someone who needs a copy, feel free to 
xerox it and give it to them. PLEASE VOTE! 

By the way, if you are attending MWC this year, be 
sure and come by the con suite for Friday 6-8 PM for a SW 
party/get together. This is a get-to-know-you type party 
and all SW fans are welcome, not just the SE folks. (Ed: 
1 am not planning on having an SE party this year so don’t 
miss Judy's SW-fest! Since Katy is coming up with me and 
Randy isn’t, | plan to devote some fun time to her, which I 
hardly ever get to do. Can't wait to just be a guest at 
Judy’s party! See you all there!)) 


NEDIAWEST IN 99? 


Catherine Churko 
590 Ft. Washington Avenue #1M 
New York, NY 10033 


February 1, 1997 


Hello. Happy New Year (and spring, by press time) to 
all! 

Arg! SE#46 disappeared on me after I read it. I gave 
up trying to find it on Friday and started a general LoC. 
But I missed the Saturday mail, so I tried searching one 
more time. Found it in one pile of stuff I’d passed by. 
Now I can do some specific comments and hope the PO 
will slide this in under the wire. 

Our Realm: Egads. I hope all who were affected by the 
very bad regional weather have gotten assistance or relief. 
Condolences to all who lost loved ones. 

Thank you: Z.P., Marlene, John, Cheryl, Rich, Debbie 
and my friends in private correspondence for your good 
thoughts, prayers, and encouragements. 

Having bad back and side muscle strain from a 
stubbom cold’s coughing and reaching too much on a big 
banner design/paint project with disruptive sleep resulting 
gave me six weeks of semi-blitzedness for my start of 25 
hr/wk rehab program in November. I was there mostly, but 
my mind half wasn’t. 

Now, it’s better the past month plus I can do more than 
just basic errands after it — extra errands and fun stuff out 
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of the house (vs. reading or TV). But I find I’m still often 
too tired in daytime and my dexterity and concentration for 
crafts, art, letter writing is in short supply on weekday 
evenings. But such is a part of what I have to work on, 
adjust, improve. I can somtimes do more on weekends. 
Yoda has his “patience” sign on for me. (Do I listen? 
Sometimes yes.) 

Other Realms: I try to avoid detailed reviews/info 
before I see movies. I enjoyed ST:First Contact even more 
than I expected/hoped to. And I found the redone original 
ST/DS9 tribble episode quite amusing in attempt and 
result. 

Just started Brin’s Book 2 — Jnfinity’s Shore of Uplift 
trilogy. Oh, yeah — good stuff. But BS5’s season 5 is 
kaput? The last bunch of episodes are stunning (most are 
excellent in various ways throughout the series) but I'd 
hate to see compression of the story’s details and nuances 
into the rest of the season. Give it your best, JMS. At least 
the TNT stuff is afloat. Better all of season 5 into 4, than 
just a cut off. 

The Dead Bothans and other Eclecticon Afficianados: 
Hope Ill see a little report here. That Friday E-96, when 
the clinic doctor said x-ray shows “a little touch of 
pneumonia”, that kinda smushed my modest goal of 
attending one day that Saturday or Sunday. I was very 
disappointed. I hope I'll get to Lunacon for a day. 

So, Cheryl, MWC is not to be for me yet, dollar-wise, 
even maybe stamina-wise (yeah, I visited DC for 3 days 
last June but I was only in a 6 hr/wk rehab vs. 25 now). 
Even if I have the $ for ‘98, I’m going to try for WorldCon 
in Baltimore. I’ve never yet made it to a WorldCon and 
Baltimore’s close enough for an attempt of probably 
success at getting there. I'd give up MWC ‘98 for my first 
WorldCon. Maybe MWC ‘99, ;). (And premiere of 
Prequel I?) 

Marlene: Thanks for the SW websites. The library 
computer couldn’t unzip the archive files and I don’t think 
I could get the new ones either. They also changed the 
setup in between the week I first tried it and later on. I got 
this SW list link site via a BBS site: 

http://paul.spu.edu/~kevnord/starwars/otherwww/ 
Haven’t tried it yet. With limited access, I head to B5 or V 
first. 

Matthew: How nice to have an official kudos. Some 
teachers really are not good, but so many do try/are good 
and receive little assistance/compensation for their efforts. 
Oh, yeah, I remember that photo. 

Gerald: Sounds like a great time loop story. Could it be 
a Pat Cardigan story? She does some alt. history stuff 
usually set in “the 60’s”. 

Time travel, time loops and alternative history are some 
of my favorite SF subgenres. 

Re: Ugly Palpie. Real Hawaiian shamans say consistent 


Ts 


use of negative psychic energies ages the practitioner 
faster. Kinda like Dorian Gray’s portrait. 

Tim: I often get a kick out of your zany combo 
universes or seed ideas. Haunted lightsabers! Oooo! 

I remember Harlan trashing SW at a mid-80’s Creation 
Con (pre fan-run cons for me). He can be such a SOB, but 
I’m glad he pulled through okay. 

Debbie: Carbon Freeze Doll Display? Oh, ambitious! 

Go, team! (That means you, “Zippy”, et al!) 

Maggie: OWK into Gandalf or Merlin? Hmmm ... how 
about way, way back. Like ... Lorien? (Ow! Do not hit me 
that that lightsaber!) 

NPR/SW: Drats. I turned on the last fleeting credits of 
the ROTJ radio play. Than I forgot to listen over last 
several weeks to see if I’d caught beginning, middle or end 
of series of chapters. Hopefully, they’!l run it later in year. 

I really liked the filling in of some of the implied 
scenes or expanding on the dialogue when they did, 
contrasted to the movies. 

Stupid Commercials: Was I annoyed that the ANH 
Special Edition TV commercials gave away a special effect 
addition I’d not heard about, or that they'd change. It'll 
still be an “oh, wow” visually, but the suspense is gone. If 
Cinefantastique does a BS ish, it’ll be the first | buy since 
they gave away most of ROT]’s secrets in pre-showing 
review. 

I don’t think I welcomed the newcomers (even if I was 
away for a while). Welcome! :) 

| like your interjections, Cheree. They make SE closer 
to “real time”. (And they’re often funny.) 

Have a grand soiree at MWC. MTFBW us all! 


INTO THE SARLACC PIT! 


Amanda Palumbo 
PO Box 397 
Lake Peekskill, NY 10537 


Quite the time to be a SW fan, eh? If one’s on the 
destitute side of the Force, he/she is certain go from 
dangling by a cable into the financial Sarlaac Pit (read: 
slowly paying off Visa/MC the next 1000 yrs). 

Do let us take comfort in the fact that our tithes will aid 
in underwriting the prequels. 

Of course, we were there to see the re-release. See my 
comments in the opening section of this issue. 

With all this hype, we’d been caught up in the media 
feeding frenzy; talk about 2 min. of fame! We'd been 
interviewed by both a few newspapers, and CNBC, which 
proved quite arduous, so I’d turned others down after, but 
not before seeing my girls and me sparring on the telly; 
they’II send Boba after me later for allowing them to 
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appear on national TV garbed as tiny Luke & Leia! 

CAN’T WAIT FOR FEB. 21st! 

Pat Grant: Hope you’ve recovered from your surgery, 
and are perhaps turning your idea re: Kenobi’s further 
manipulation of Luke through his encouraged death at 
Vader’s hands. 

Naturally, solitude on Tatooine’s an excellent way of 
examining the past, and future-spying, though IMO, 
Kenobi does not possess that particular talent, from 
nuances throughout novels and movies (canon). 

Cheree Cargill: I also agree with your view, which 
mirrors mine, of both Luke’s and Vader’s concerted efforts 
required to destroy Palpatine. Though how this could’ve 
occured in any other fashion except culmination of events, 
as opposed to direct chain — ideas? Yours, or anybody 
else’s? 

As always, thanks for continuing SE. So many new and 
old, but closeted fans walk into where I work seeking 
“substance” behind the marketing, and that’s where 
fandom comes in! Were it not for you, and other 
“guardians of the flame”, SW fandom would not be as 
tapestried a history as it firmly is! 

Catherine Churko: Thanks for your continued kindness; 
yes, Mom’s still with us, and has improved dramatically. 
The medical field is stunned, still insisting she should’ve 
been long dead, and will be soon. PAH! Hope your 
lifepath’s moving through clearer skies; may Light ever be 
your companion! 

Barb Anderson: Have you decided to do away with the 
boudoir in favor of expansion of Shrine? Or, is that where 
the main part resides? | mean, what with Devil's Own, 
Airforce One, SW Spec Ed ... didn’t the Smithsonian 
contract you as consultant? <g> 

Marlene Karkoska: That age 18 vs 20 re: Sky seems to 
be a product of conflicting old SW novels: the original puts 
him at 20, yet the NPR at 18? 

I’m still sans computer; whom can I contact to obtain a 
hard copy of “Successor to the Dark Side”? Is this part of 
a zine I can purchase, or on its own? 

Actually, Mara Jade and Luke’s arguments within a 
relationship would cause Luke to think twice before 
provoking her to the point where she says, “I’m going to 
kill that Blondie!” Jade would mean it, ha ha! 

Also, I much prefer the fanfic handling over 
mainstream of Luke in general, though both sides still tend 
to refrain from immersing Skywalker in a mutually 
satisfying romance. While those of us harboring opinions 
on that subject are guite set in our views, regardless which 
extreme, there’s room for exploration there. Why should he 
be painted as emotionally distant from possible lovers, or 
friends, as seems to be the trend? According to canon 
material, his upbringing was actually a normal childhood 
in that he did have parental figures, with Beru coming 
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across as maternally supportive. Had friends as well. Debbie: Um, Madamoiselle Shopping Mall, do you still 


Bearing this in mind, perhaps psychologically, Luke carry life-sized Wings, Yodas, Darthie V’s? If so... <g> 
had sufficient foundation to ultimately cope with fated BTW, what’s with those Rebo Band T-shirts’ backs that 
traumas. His friendships with Han, Leia, Wedge, Chewie plagiarized yours and Cheryl P.’s “Igneous Rock Cafe” 
are prime examples. shirts? Lawsuit! Lawsuit! Uh, Mary Jo ... ? 

Leia’s being his sister is no guarantor of remaining To All Missed: Oh, my paws and whiskas, Im 
friends; biological commonality rarely does with this. And LATE!!! Catch y’all on the flip side of the Force! In the 
they’d been close since before the Ord Mantell days. interim, enjoy the rest of these halcyon Saga’s Return to 

Do you regard NPR’s ROTI as canon as well? the Silver Screen days — we will! 
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—_ SO eee 


We'd like to begin collecting information on our readers and contributors in preparation for the 50th Issue, due in May 1998. 
Please fill out this form (copy it if you don’t want to mess up your SE) and return it to Cheree Cargill, 114 Villanova C ircle; Forney, 
TX 75126 USA. Include a recent Photograph if you'd like so we can see what each other looks like! 


BIO SHEET FOR SOUTHERN ENCLAVE 
NAME: 
eee 


ADDRESS: 
eS 
a 
PHONE NUMBER(S) [optional]: 
ee 
E-MAIL ADDRESS(ES) AND ON-LINE SERVICES: 


ee 
OCCUPATION: 
ee 


EDUCATION: 
a a 
a a 


PERSONAL INFO (married, family, pets, etc.): 
eee 


eee 


WHERE ARE YOU FROM? BACKGROUND INFO: 
eee 
SS ee 
tt 
TT 
NUMBER OF YEARS IN FANDOM: 
$$$ Nee 
FANNISH ACTIVITIES (zines, role-playing, etc.): 
eee 


eee 


BESIDES STAR WARS, MAIN FANNISH INTERESTS: 
eee 


ee 

INTERESTS OUTSIDE OF FANDOM: 
eee 
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HOW DID YOU GET INTO FANDOM: 
eee 
Se 
ee 
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BEST THING THAT'S EVER HAPPENED TO YOU IN FANDOM: 
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CURRENTLY IN PORT Cranbrook Road, Ilford, Essex, IGI 4UG, England with an 
IRC. 
A_TRE IN THE FORCE #9. Material from Martie ELUSIVE LOVER #1. First issue of a fanzine dedicated to 


Benedict-O’Brien, Veronica Wilson, Marti Schuller, Pat 
Nussman, Z. P. Florian, Mary Jo Fox, Jacqueline Taero, 
Wanda Lybarger, MJ Mink, Donna Frayser, Susan Zahn, 


Luke Skywalker and Han Solo: steamy and passionate, 
gentle and romantic, adventurous and playful. Discover 
what a great pair of lovers the Jedi and the scoundrel 


Maggie Nowakowska, and others. Color covers by Nancy make... 180 pages, high quality artwork included. $22 US 

Stasulis and Gerald Crotty. Other art by Wanda Lybarger, Surface; Pound 11/DM 23 Europe (Slash; Age statement 

Gerald Crotty, Z. P. Florian, Laura Virgil, Mark and Melea required). For info send SAE + IRC to: Anoat Press c/o 

Fisher, and more. $28.00 priority mail, $35.00 overseas Pfau, Cheruskerstr. 11, 10829 Berlin, Germany. 

airmail. Please make checks payable to: Cheree Cargill, 

114 Villanova Circle, Forney, TX 75126. LDON’T CARE WHAT YOU SMELL #1. Now available. 
; A light-hearted comedy-adventure zine featuring stories by 

A TREMOR IN THE FORCE #8. Featuring the return of Florian, Steyn, Treleaven, Schuller, Fox, White, Kittle, 

Martie Benedict, back after an absence of over 5 years! Cargill, Palumbo, Mink, Mayers, Ebberley, Wilson, Zahn; 

Also material by Anson, Campbell, Cargill, Ghilan, Golledge and Kiser. Artwork by Florian, Stasulis, 


Golledge, Hines-Stroede, Jones, Mayers, Schuller, Taero, Lybarger, Crotty, Pearce, Palumbo and Swindle. A full 
Turner, Wilson, and more of your favorite writers. Art by color back cover by A. G. Steyn. Plus poems, filks, jokes 
Churko, Crotty, Florian, Lybarger, Guttierrez, Stasulis, and and cartoons. All this for the incredibly low price of 
more! Includes several 1994 Star Award winners — Best $23.00. Overseas zines sent ground rate. 250 pp., GBC 
Cover Art, Best Illo Artist, Best Cartoons, Best Filk, Best bound. Checks or money orders payable to Judith Yuenger, 


Vignette, Best Short Story, many others. Also Fan Q 13491 S. Silverleaf Rd., Plainfield, IL 60544. 
winner for Best SW story — “Mercy Mission”. $28.00 
priority mail, $35.00 overseas airmail. Checks payable to I DON’T CARE WHAT YOU SMELL #2. Now available. 


Cheree Cargill, 114 Villanova Circle, Forney, TX 75126. Stories by Kittle, Mink, Golledge, Treleaven, Olsen, 


. ; Schuller, White, Fox, Steyn, Florian, Ebberley, Pryor 

BLUE HARVEST #11. Dual reviews of the SW Special Wilson. Artwork by Pearce, Florian, Stasulis, Whitham, 

Edition, race and the SW saga, more Mission to Ord and Lybarger. A full color back cover by Nancy Stasulis. 

Mantell, our CCG column, rumors galore, and lots of other Plus a special section that will tickle your funnybone and an 

great stuff. $4.75 ppd.; make checks payable to Mary Jo added surprise. 210 pp. GBC bound. Overseas zines sent 

Fox, PO Box 215, Vienna, VA 22181. ground rate. SASE for price to Judith Yuenger, 13491 S. 
Silverleaf Rd., Plainfield, IL 60544. 


F NESS: L 2 is now 
available. Authors are all English — J.Grant, J.Sales, LHAVE A BAD FEELING ABOUT THIS (TOO!): The 


J.Malcolm to name a few. Running to 135p, spiral bound, 
it is priced at $18 (including airmail postage). Checks to 
Debbie Kittle. For furter information or contributions to 
future issues write to Suzanne Godsalve, Flat 3, 353 


Second “Bad Feeling” is now available, with stories by 
Campbell, Dutech, Fox, Florian, Godsalve, Grant, McBride, 
Schuller and Turner. With artwork by Lundin, Lybarger 
and Tidswell, non-fiction by Boyes, and filks by Kittle! 100 
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pages, card cover, spiral bound. Now available for $18.00, 
including airmail postage. Please make checks (U.S. 
dollars) to Deborah Kittle. For further information or to 
order, contact Louise Turner, 89 St. Andrews Drive, Bridge 
of Weir, Renfrewshire, Scotland, PA11 3JD, Great Britain. 
Please enclose an Internatinoal Reply Coupon with all 
inquiries about this and other zines. 


SNOWFIRE #2. Still celebrating Princess Leia! This issue 
will feature a celebration of her relationship with Han, 
emphasizing her viewpoint. SASE for info to Mary Jo Fox, 
PO Box 215, Vienna, VA 2218]. 


STAR WARS BIBLIOGRAPHY. Have you ever wondered 


what MM zine has a SW story that you wanted to read? 
Does MM zine have enough SW stories in it to warrant your 
purchase? Have you ever wondered if an author has done 
further stories? Now there is a place to find that 
information. The SW Bibliography is available in two 
versions — listing by zines and listings by author, complete 
with updates through 1995. $6.00 each or $10.00 for both. 
Checks or money orders payable to:Judith Yuenger, 1349] 
S. Silverleaf Rd., Plainfield, IL 60544. 


STRAIGHT BLAKE'S #1 (reprint): The long out-of-print 
heterosexual-adult Blake's 7 zine, first published in 1988, 
has been completely reformatted and reprinted. SB#1 
features delicious adult stories about Avon, Vila and the rest 
by Liz Sharpe, Pat Nussman, Susan Matthews and more, 
with a cover by Karen River. $15 first class mail from Bill 
Hupe and Peg Kennedy, 916 Lamb Rd., Mason, MI 
48854-9445. Age statement required when ordering. 


STRAIGHT BLAKE'S #2: B7 fandom's only hetero adult 


zine is back for a second issue with stories by Liz Sharpe, 
Ann Wortham and Leah Rosenthal, Aurora, Judith Proctor, 
Michelle Moyer, Catherine, Liz Vogel, Irish, Kathy Moran, 
Vanessa Mullen, and Rhapsodie, plus art by Karen River, 
Leah Rosenthal, Phoenix, Leigh Motooka, and Val Westal. 
Color cover by Karen River. 100 pp., spiral bound. $13.50 


first class mail from Bill Hupe and Peg Kennedy, 916 Lamb 


Rd, Mason, MI 48854-9445, Age statement required. 


THE ORMAND FACTOR #1. Volume One of a two- 


volume post-ROTJ novel by Louise Turner, illustrated by 
Gerald Crotty. As recommended by Campbell and Dutech 
in SE #34! Join Wedge Antilles and Luke Skywalker as 
they struggle against the remnants of the Imperial forces in 
a race to discover the truth behind old spacer's rumors of an 
alien power source in the Outer Rim. For a detailed plot 
synopsis and costs, please send an SAE/International Reply 
Coupon to: Louise Turner, 89 St. Andrews Drive, Bridge of 
Weir, Renfrewshire, Scotland, PA11 3JD, Great Britain. 
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Copies will be 180 pp. in length, laser-printed and 
photocopied, and spiral bound. Available from December 
1993, with Volume 2 to follow early in 1994, 


THE ORMAND FACTOR #2. Volume two is now 


available. Join Luke Skywalker and Wedge Antilles for the 
conclusion of Louise Turner’s novel, where our intrepid 
heroes run into the kind of trouble that wouldn’t seem out 
of place in a story by Golledge! With stunning artwork by 
the one and only Gerald Crotty. With 212 pages of text, 
xeroxed and spiral-comb bound, Volume Two of The 
Ormand Factor can be yours for $30.00 including airmail 
postage. Payment by U.S. cheque is acceptable. For further 
inquiries, please write (including an International Reply 
Coupon) to: Louise Turner, 89 St. Andrews Drive, Bridge 
of Weir, Renfrewshire, Scotland, PA11 3JD, Great Britain. 
Special rates for surface mail or for bulk orders of more 
than one zine. 


THOUSANDWORLDS COLLECTED. This three volume 


set of Maggie Nowakowska’s classic alternate universe 
adventure is still available. Price (including postage): #1 — 
$18.00, #2 — $23.00, 43 — $11.00, or the entire set 
$46.00. Please make checks payable to: Linda Deneroff, 
704 East Thomas #103, Seattle, WA 98102. 


COMING SOON TO A 
GALAXY NEAR YOU 


A_TREMOR_IN THE FORCE #10. A special issue 


featuring a new installment of Penumbra from Catriona 
Campbell, two new stories from Marti Schuller, a new story 
by Martie Benedict-O’Brien, the sequel to “Balance of - 
Power” by Veronica Wilson, and a new novelette by Z. P. 
Florian, as well as lots of other things. Nancy Stasulis has a 
wonderful color grouping in the works for the cover. A 
special feature I’d like to have is a color portfolio from SW 
fandom’s best artists. There are sure to be even more 
surprises. If you’re a newer writer or artist, however, don’t 
let this intimidate you. I'd still love to see what you have. 
Newer contributors often come up with the best, freshest 
approaches to stories, poetry or art. If you are interested in 
submitting material, please SASE Cheree Cargill, 114 
Villanova Circle, Forney, TX 75126, or e-mail me at 
ChereeC@AOL.com. 


DARK MASTER/DARK SERVANT: A new Darth Vader 


zine is currently seeking submissions for its debut issue, 
We’re looking for stories, filks, poetry, and artwork about 
the Dark Lord, either as Anakin Skywalkere or Darth Vader. 
Any time period, alternate universe, or original characters 
considered so long as Vader is the focus of the piece. 


ee 


Please send submissions to: Chery! Pryor and Belea 
Keeney, 2458 Stone Post Terrace, Richmond, VA 23233- 
1504. 


ELUSIVE LOVER #2: Now open for submissions of 
fiction, poetry, art — we’re looking for material exploring 
the passionate adventures of Han Solo and Luke 
Skywalker. We encourage characterization, original plots 
and variety in general. Explicit and romantic both welcome. 
Deadline Jan. 1997. Scheduled publication date: May 1997. 
For info and guidelines please send SAE + IRC to: Anoat 
Press c/o Pfau, Cheruskerstr. 11, 10829 Berlin, Germany. 


I DON’T CARE WHAT YOU SMELL #3. Now closed to 
submissions. It will be near 300 pages in length and will be 
debuting in May, 1997. SASE for final price to Judith 
Yuenger, 13491 S. Silverleaf Rd., Plainfield, IL 60544. 


ILDON’T CARE WHAT YOU SMELL #4. Yes, the 
insanity continues. We are now accepting submissions of 
fiction and artwork. For more information, SASE Judith 
Yuenger, 13491 S. Silverleaf Rd., Plainfield, IL 60544. 


I HAVE A BAD FEELING ABOUT THIS #3 is now 
accepting submissions. With stories already accepted by 
Campbell, Mink and Turner. Stories should be G-R rated, 
though exceptions to this rule may be cleared with the 
editor. No slash, please. For submissions guidelines, please 
write — including an International Reply Coupon — to: 
Louise Turner, 89 St. Andrews Drive, Bridge of Weir, 
Renfrewshire, Scotland, PAI! 3JD, Great Britain. 


IMPERIUM #6 is now closed to submissions. It will be 
approximately 250 pages and will debut at MediaWest, May 
1997. Edited by Judith Yuenger and Arwen Rosenbaum. 
SASE for final price to Judith Yuenger, 13491 S. Silverleaf 
Rd., Plainfield, IL 60544. 


IMPERIUM #7 is now accepting submissions. For 
submission guidelines, please SASE Judith Yuenger, 13491 
S. Silverleaf Rd., Plainfield, IL 60544. 


RENAISSANCE is open for submissions of SW fiction, art, 
filks, poetry and cartoons. We’re looking for the weird, the 
offbeat, humor, tragedy, alternate universes or traditional 
adventures. Scheduled publication: MW 1997. For more 
information or guidelines, please SASE MJ Mink, 8805 SW 
Cashmur Lane #1, Portland OR 97225, or Judith Klinger 
Scheffelstr. 1, 10367 Berlin, Germany. 


REVENGE OF THE GARBAGE. A private collection of 
adult SW stories for readers over 18. Contains violence, sex 
(opposite and same), language and some explicit illoes. 
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Stories written by some of the best known pen names in 
fandom. Over 200 pages. Tentative price around 20 
dollars. Copies printed as ordered, quantities limited, first 
come, first served. SASE Z.P. Florian, 6214 Waterway, 
Falls Church VA 22044, or fax (703) 642-1516. Available 
in May 1997. (The previous issue, The Rest of The Garbage 
will eventually appear at the Corellian Archives lending 
library, as it is officially out of print.) 


E AT NDEZVOUS is now open for 
submissions of writing, art, filks, etc. This is most 
definitely a one-shot zine devoted to that inimitable X-wing 
pilot, Wedge Antilles, and I’m looking for stories, artwork, 
etc., focusing on Wedge. I’m looking for a wide variety of 
stories which celebrate Wedge in all his guises — from 
stories set in any official or unofficial or alternative 
universes. Stories should be from G-R rating, with no slash 
please. For further information, please contact: Louise 
Turner, 89 St. Andrews Drive, Bridge of Weir, 
Renfrewshire, Scotland PA11 3JD, Great Britain. 


STRAIGHT BLAKE'S #3: Now collecting straight adult 
stories for the third issue. I'm particularly looking for 
stories featuring Tarrant (missing from SB#2) and longer, 
plotted stories, as well as the ever-popular PWP. Deadline: 
February 15, 1996 for a MediaWest 1996 publishing date. 
For more information or to submit, contact Pat Nussman at 
1612 Evergreen St. Sebring, FL 33870 or e-mail 
p.nussman@genie.geis.com. 


OTHER WORLDS 


ART PRINTS — Full color prints. Han and Leia (1990 Star 
Award/Best Cover Art) by Dianne Smith. Luke by Melanie 
Guttierrez. Vader by Nancy Stasulis, bareback Han by 
Dianne Smith. Suitable for framing. $2.50 each. Cheree 
Cargill, 114 Villanova Circle, Forney, TX 75126. 


FOR SALE: STAR WARS COLLECTION. Books, 
magazines, art, photos, badges, and unusual items from 
1977-1983 (no toys). I have a lot of color photos of actor 
Mark Hamill and Hamill Fan Club newsletters. I also have 
a separate list of Indiana Jones items. Send a business-sized 
(#10) envelope for my list to: OTM-SE, Lisa Cowan, P.O. 
Box 5276, Orange, CA 92863. 


RARE STAR WARS BOOK: IN A FARAWAY GALAXY: A 
Literary Approach to a Film Saga. A fascinating analytical 
look at our favorite characters of the SW films, plus two 
essays: Star Wars: The Shape of a Romance and Flowing 
Freely: Chi and the Force. The 150 page book is a trade 
paperback, with small illustrations, written in 1984. I have 
50 copies available for $12.95 each plus $3.00 shipping 
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(first class). Send check or money order to: On the Mark 
Publications, P. O. Box 5276, Orange, CA 92863. 


WANTED: VHS of SW Holiday Special and Sci-Fi 
Channel’s letterboxed Trilogy hosted by Carrie F isher, or info 
on where I can order them. Send price requirements or info 
to: Chris Graham, 12062 W. Edinger, Space 8, Santa Ana, 
CA 92704-3820. 


1997 Zine Sale from the universes of SW, ST, UNCLE, 
ST:TNG, WOW, QL, B:G, EQ, B7, V and multi-media. 
General and adult zines. Send a large 2-stemped SASE to: 
Marilyn Reichman, 448 Neptune Avenue, Apt. 13H, 
Brooklyn, NY 11224. 


ZINE (AND A FEW BOOKS) SALE: Pros, Blake’s 7, multi- 
media, Star Trek, odds and ends; mostly adult or slash, some 
gen. SASE for list to Bea Schmidt, P. O. Box 1076, 
Farmington, NM 87499-1076. 


Advertisers: Please update your ads 
regularly! Obviously out of date ads will 
be deleted! 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Lisa Cowan 

On the Mark Publications 

P. O. Box 5276 

Orange, CA 92863 (new zip code) 


Lori Barron 
P. O. Box 1112 
Santa Rosa, CA 95402 


Tim Blaes 
P. O. Box 6633 
Hendersonville, NC 28793 
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Thanks to Debbie Kittle, Chris Graham, Tim Blaes, Maggie 
Nowakowska, Lisa Cowan, Barbara Anderson, and all the 
others who sent clippings. We’ ll try to run more in the next 
issue. 


eee 
SOUTHERN ENCLAVE 


Cheree Cargill 
114 Villanova Circle 
Forney, TX 75126 


Your subscription expires with this issue if this Space has something in it: 


